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Zoos in Cambodia are prisons for animals. But what crime
did they commit? None, they just had the bad luck of encoun-
tering the most dangerous species on earth: Man, who cap-
b e e i oot it

fit2l....... .0 H are those untorfu-
nate animals? nglti many are ﬁll? Where are they shown?
What is their fate? These are a few questions that CBN
attempts to answer on the basis of data collected across the
country during fourteen months. The study on captive wildlife
clearly demonstrates that, as zoos continue to mushroom, their
detrimental impact on Cambodia’s threatened wildlife heritage
shouldn’t be ignored.

Hunted, poached, traded like goods and now also dying in
zoos, wildlife continues to suffer from man in Cambodia.
Human beings are thinking animals. This gives them an unlim-
ited power over all other living creatures on earth. This also
means Man is responsible for his acts and behavior towards
all other animals, his brothers and sisters of life.

We have the power, but we decide the use we make of it,
between shame and dignity. Exploiting wildlife for profit,
imprisoning animals for our pleasure, making animals die in
captivity because of our negligence or incompetence deeply
dishonours the human race.

It is only in fully respecting others, including other species,
that Man deserves dignity. Buddhism advocates for the respect
of all forms of life. Doesn’t the word respect imply more than
just refrain from killing2 Shouldn't it also encompass the
respect for the integrity and freedom of wild animals?

Until that day, as a writer rightly pointed it, our species is the
missing link between the ape and a truly human E:icng,

Frederic Goes, Siem Reop — 4 January 2001
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.Cambodia:

the l"" t chance for the
—green peafowl?

BY Tan Setha, Frédéric Goes and Pele Davidson

HE GREEN PEAFOW!

Pavo muticus is a bird

which has always
fascinated man by its beauty
and its extraordinary 1000-eyes
fanning tail. Unfortunately, its
large size combined with its
attractive dress are the very
reason for its current predica-
ment: hunting for food and for
trade of its tail feathers are
driving the species to global
extinction in the wild. This
majestic bird was formerly
abundant in Cambodia and
ancient Khmer carved it on

the temples of Angkor.
Although now extirpated from
large parts of the country,
important populations discov-
ered this year in Mondolkiri
and Preah Vihear confirm that
Cambodia is probably the last
stronghold for the species in
the world. It is to highlight
both these recent findings and
the importance of Cambodia
for the species survival that we
chose the Green Peafow( as the
bird of the year 2000.



HE GREEN PEAFOWL is a large ter-

restrial bird with glossy dark

green plumage and a tall, erect
crest. The male has an extraordinary
tail, or train, actually formed by its
greatly elongated upper-tail covert
feathers, measuring one and half
metres - twice as long as his body.
Formerly abundant across much of
Southeast Asia, occurring from north-
east India to Peninsular Malaysia and
Indonesia (Java), the Green Peafowl
has undergone a widespread and seri-
ous decline in the last few decades
and is classified as Globally
Threatened - Vulnerable (BirdLife
International 2000). Information on the
current status of Green Peafowl across
its historical range is patchy, but a
recent review paints a bleak picture
(McGowan et al. 1998). It is now con-
sidered to be absent from most former
sites in the region, with a global popu-
lation numbering just 5,000-10,000
birds (Birdlife International in prep.).

Ecology: habitat use and
behavior

The Cambodian Bird of the Year
shows a marked preference for open
forest habitat and forest fringes along
rivers or near ponds (Brickle ef al.
1998). It is primarily associated with
lowlands although it can be found up
to 915 meters in Southeast Asia
(Robson 2000). The dry deciduous
forests with grassy understoreys
found across large areas of northern
and eastern Cambodia provide an
ideal habitat for the species.

The Peafowl] is omnivorous, feeding
mostly on grains, seeds, shoots, buds,
leaves, fruits, insects and even frogs

and lizards. It is often found in small
parties, foraging for food in the early
morning and late afternoon. It is wary
and usually prefers to run away rather
than fly to flee an approaching
human. It has the habit of roosting on
large trees early in the evening and
calling just after going to roost and
again prior to descending at dawn.
This characteristic behaviour renders
the species easy to locate and hunt
(Birdlife International in prep.).

Life history
From late February until April, the

males start to give their loud, unmis-
takable “kan gnoak” territorial call to
attract the females. March, the peak
calling season, is the best period to
survey this shy and otherwise secre-
tive species. Populations can be esti-
mated by counting the number of call-
ing males. Mating is preceded by the
courtship show of the male: drooping
his wings and exposing his rufous
flight feathers, he displays his magnif-
icent tail and struts around the female.
The female usually lays four or five
eggs in a simple nest scrape on the
ground, either in tall grass or under
cover of bushes. The incubation peri-
od lasts about 30 days and the chicks
leave the nest soon after hatching,
thereafter being cared for by the
female only (Birdlife International in

prep.).

A very precarious survival
Extinct in Malaysia, and almost so in

northeast India and Bangladesh, the
Green Peafowl is seriously threatened
throughout the rest of its range with
the largest populations thought to
remain in Indochina. In Thailand, it



Recent records of Green Peafowl in Cambodia

Date No Habitat Location Source
Southwest
Jan 1998 1(heard) Dry dipterocarp Lower slopes Goes et al 1998
of Kirirom NP
Feb 1998 1 (heard) Degraded forest Teuk Chou river, Goes et al. 1998
Bokor NP
April 1998  2chicks  Degraded forest Svay village, Goes et al. 1998
mosaic West Bokor NP
March 2000 1F? Dry dipterocarp South of Pursat Daltry &
Momberg 2000
22/8/2000 6 Dry dipterocarp Sre Ambel river, B. Stuart and
Samling in 5. Platt verbally
Koh Kong prov.
Northeast
[199477] 2or3 Mekong river Kratie-Stung L.Forsythe, in litt.
Treng border
May 1996  7of 1 Dry dipterocarp? MNortheast Desay and
days Mondolkiri Lic Vuthy 1996
Jan 1997 (2) {Dry dipterocarp) Lumphat, Duckworth and
Ratanakiri prov. Hedges 1998
5-6,/2000 ‘several’  Mixed deciduous/  Phnom Prich Timmins in prep.
dry dipterocarp northeast MDK
18/3/2000 1 male Dry dipterocarp Keo Seima, Tan and Pich
Southern MDK
30/4/2000 1F+24ch Dry dipterocarp Keo Seima, Tan and Pich
southern MDK
30/4/2000 1F+1F Grassy clearing KeoSeima, Tan and Pich
southern MDK
April2000 (1 adult) (Dry dipterocarp)  Keo.Seima, Tan and Pich
(2 chicks) southern MDK
2/5/2000 3F Edge of SE forest Snoul WS, Tan and Pich
Kratie province
5/11/2000 6 Dry dipterocarp Snoul WS, Roubeix in litt.
Kratie province
North
May 1999 (IM+1F) (Dry dipterocarp)  From Chum Ksan,  Goes 1999
Preah Vihear
May 20007 1 Dry dipterocarp Roadside, Svay Leu, Goes 2000
Siem Reap
Dec. 2000  Min. of Mixed deciduous/ Chep, Chum Ksan ~ WCS Surveys
11 birds  dry dipterocarp and Kulen districts,

Preah Vihear

Nate: Brackets signal captive birds, the habitat type where they were presumably caught
MDK = Mondolkiri province / SE forest = Semi-evergreen forest
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probably patchily distributed
and likely to be highly threat-
ened by human persecution.

Northeast: a potential
world stronghold

Until this year, there has been
limited information on the
species status in the northeast.
It was frequently recorded dur-
ing a mammal survey of north-
eastern Mondolkiri province in
1996 and captives were seen in
a district of Ratanakiri
province in 1997. However, no
evidence other than local
reports of the species was
found during a survey of the
Sesan and Srepok river valleys
in Ratanakiri in May-June 1998
(Timmins and Men Soriyun
1998).

In 2000, local people reported
that peafowls are easy to see
by vehicle (often in double fig-
ures) along the road from the
provincial capital to the north-
ern district of Khonyek
(Timmins in prep.), and several
were seen in a wide-ranging
survey of the area. In southern
Mondolkiri province and adja-
cent Snoul Wildlife Sanctuary,
Kratie province, a Wildlife
Conservation Society bird sur-
vey recorded a minimum of
nine birds from four encoun-
ters between March and early
May 2000. In addition, local
reports indicate that peafowls
are still widespread and locally
common in much of the area.
The region appears to support

a substantial population of
Green Peafowl and could
potentially hold the largest
remaining contiguous popula-
tion of the species remaining in
the world, when combined
with that in Dak Lak province,
Vietnam (Tan Setha and Pich
Bunnat 2000). A wide-ranging
calling count survey and
assessment of threats are
planned for these areas in
February-March 2001, to pro-
vide a clearer picture of the
species’ status and distribu-
tion.

North: an important
&a&p to fill
status and significance of

the population in the extensive
dry forest covering northern
Cambodia remains largely
unknown. Several captive
birds and incidental reports
from the Preah Vihear, Siem
Reap and Kompong Thom
provinces suggested that it
may be a stronghold for the
species. Several records were
obtained during WCS surveys
in Preah Vihear in December
2000, further reinforcing this
supposition. The area will be a
high priority for further sur-
veys in order to complete the
current picture of Green
Peafowl] populations in
Cambodia and assess threats to
their survival.



Threats to Green Peafowl
The biggest threats to Green Peafowl

in Cambodia are considered to be
from direct human exploitation
through hunting birds for food and
trade. In Mondolkiri, where the
species is clearly declining, sets of tail
feathers, transportation of live birds,
and chicks for sale were witnessed,
highlighting high level of persecution
(Tan Setha and Pich Bunnat 2000). The
population of the northern provinces
is also likely to be seriously threatened
as an intensive trade of peafowl tails
was observed at the Thai border in
1996 (Garvan O'Keeffe, verbally). The
apparent preference birds show for
lowland riverine forest and adjacent
open forest often brings them into
direct contact with humans in their
favoured habitats. As such, direct
exploitation by people is to be regard-
ed as the main reason for the extinc-
tion of Green Peafowl from large
tracts of remaining suitable habitat
(Birdlife International in prep.).

Give a future to Green
Peafowl in Cambodia
Recent data collected this year goes
some way to confirming that
Cambeodia probably still holds the
largest and the healthiest popu-
lations of Green Peafowl] in
the world. However, the

species is clearly declining everywhere

in the country due to human persecu-
tion. To save the species from national
extinction requires real commitment

from all players and decision-makers.
Enforcement of hunting bans and
wildlife laws, and monitoring of

human access and other activities

need to be implemented on-the-
ground within key sites such as the
Samling's logging concession and
Snoul WS, Also, and perhaps as
important, is to launch a national
awareness campaign through the
media to inform Cambodians about
their Peafow] heritage and the threats
that must be addressed to ensure it
has future. Emphasis should be placed
on the trade of ‘train’ feathers,
Cambodians should be more aware
that his and her natural heritage is
also a kind of richness, and that
through responsible behaviour, they
can help save the threatened wildlife
of their country, ensuring that the
Peafow] carved on the wall of the
Bayon by ancient Khmers continue to
be seen alive and free in the forests of
Cambodia for the happiness and
delight of our children and grand-chil-
dren.
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Two Grey-headed Fish-Eagles in
poor health
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bout ZOOS

VER A YEAR AGO, CBN launched a nation-wide inventory of cap-
tive wildlife in the country. Data from zoos and private collec-
tions were compiled from September 1999 to November 2000
and are reviewed below from a species conservation perspec-
tive. The aim of the survey was to inventory species targeted by
the life animal trade and the turnover of key species in zoos.
From a total of 128 vertebrate species recorded, 47 (37 percent)
figure on the IUCN Red Data Book of threatened species. Of a
total of almost 1500 vertebrates recorded, 301 or 21 percent of
the individuals disappeared over the survey period. The over-
whelming majority of those vanished animals we assumed died
during the survey period. This result was expected considering
the total lack of skills to tend captive wildlife in Cambodia but
it is for the first time quantified here. Zoos, constantly looking
to re-supply their stock, drive the live animal market and there-
fore contribute indirectly to the decline of species already
threatened with extinction due to hunting and habitat loss. As
private zoos continue to spring up totally unchecked in the
country, it was felt important to unveil and document their
detrimental impact on Cambodia’s natural heritage. It is hoped
that this article will raise awareness amongst Cambodian
authorities and initiate a progressive debate on this sensitive
issue. Private zoos, as they are now in Cambodia, are not “ani-
mal raising centers” as often claimed by their promoters: they
are “animal killing centers” and a terminus of wildlife exploita-
tion. '



Captive
wildlife

in Cambodia
Figures and facts

BY Frédéric GOES

ince Cambodia Bird News was
Slaunched. we kept receiving
' reports of rare birds and mam-
mals for sale or in captivity. Even
species never before recorded in the
country, such as Rufous-bellied Eagle
and Mountain Hawk-Eagle, appeared
in private zoos which started mush-
rooming in the country. This prompted
me to launch a nation-wide survey on
all vertebrates held in zoos and private
places. It took place from September
1999 to November 2000 with the help
of the many collaborators who
answered our plea in CBN-2 and sent
us data from all corners of the country.

Methodology

16

Scope and approach
The goal of building a comprehensive

picture of captive wildlife in
Cambodia is daunting. In fact, it looks
like an impossible task considering the
highly dynamic wildlife trade sector.
Similarly, obtaining a snapshot of all
wildlife kept in the country at a given
time would have been equally difficult
as it would have required a coordina-
ted effort from surveyors in all cities
and provinces. Therefore, we elected
to develop a sensible but hybrid
approach, combining systematic data
collection for one year, and regular

visits to major zoos to assess the
turnover of wildlife. The totals there-
fore give a national picture of animals
held or missing lumped in a period of
14 months while figures for each place
recover variable periods (determined
by interval between first and last
visit).

Data gathering

A captive wildlife form was distrib-
uted or sent to every person express-
ing interest in the inventory. The fol-
lowing information was requested:

- compiler, date and place;

- a table for entries of species, number,
sex and age, origin, history and cap-
tive conditions.

However, most of the data was
received as a simple species list just
mentioning the number of individuals
of each species. The complete form
was mainly used by myself and collab-
orators in Siem Reap province. It is
recognised here that collecting data on
origin and history is time-consuming
and not always easy to obtain. Persons
who tend the zoos are often unaware
of, or reluctant to communicate the
provenance of their animals. In view
of the above, data analysis was limited
to the species occurrence and num-
bers, the common denominator of
most of the compiled data.



How privates zoos are
further depleting

Cambodian threatened wildlife

Vertebrate species were identitied
with the Khmer-language Mammuals of
Cambodia (Men Soriyun et al. 2000}
and Birds of Cambodia (Sun Hean et al.
1998), and the English-language A
guide to the Birds of Thailand (Lekagul
and Round 1991), A Field Guide lo the
Birds of South-East Asia (Robson 2000)
and A Photographic Guide to Snakes and
other Reptiles of Thailand and Southeast
Asia (Cox et al. 1998).

Only native species were included
in the inventory (exotic species are
rare in Cambodian zoos). Crocodiles
raised in large numbers in farms or
floating villages' families on the Tonle
Sap lake were not include in the sur-
vey.

Data treatment - animals
held/ mis:in? (turnover)

For major zoos, data on numbers of
animals held and missing was derived
from counts of animals on several vis-
its. “Animals held” consists of the
numbers of animals recorded at the
last visit; “animals missing” is the sum
of all animals disappeared between
two visits during the period.
Practically, this means that the study
quantifies only the disappearance of
individuals, but not the acquisition of
new animals. For example, if a zoo
had successively four, zero and two

Leopard Cats, the number of animals
held /missing will be 2/4. If it had
zero, four and then six, they will be
6/0. The second figure represents a
measure of the turnover. For informa-
tion, the total number of animals
acquired by zoos during the study
period was found to be very close to
the number of animals which disap-
peared from zoos.

Animal missing,

animals dead

The study relies on the fundamental
assumption that all animals not noted
again at later time were considered
dead. Although this may in principle

‘have led to an overestimation, it is

7



believed a reasonably reliable measure
of dead animals for two reasons:

- firstly, zoos are usually at the end of
the road for living wildlife;

- secondly, when the information was
provided by the zoo keepers, missing
animals were reported dead on an
overwhelming majority of the cases.
When it was clear that the assumption
could not be applied, the data was
excluded from the turnover analysis.

Results
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The mushrooming of

g'lvnta zoos

ven sizeable zoos open to the public
were identified during the survey.
Their location is represented on the
map on the central page. The Phnom
Tamao Wildlife Rescue Center is the
only official, government-run zoo in
the country. It has been in operation
since at least 1994, and most animals

THE BLUES ABOUT 2005

in the collections originate from indi-
viduals saved from the trade. Other
zoos are all privately owned and usu-
ally managed through the selling of
entrance tickets.

The year of the survey coincidental-
ly fell during an apparent boom in
zoos across the country. The fashion
spread amongst rich personalities to
set up private zoos. In 1999, Member
of Parliament Nhim Vanda, owner of a
zoo in his native province of Prey
Veng, opened a new zoo near Kampot.
In Chong Khneas floating village near
Siem Reap, a second family undertook
to display captive animals and their
number of large waterbirds dramati-
cally increased over the study period
(see also next article). The most recent
place opened in Angkor in June 2000
prior to any consultation with the
APSARA authority in charge of man-
aging Angkor World Heritage Site.

It is however difficult to distinguish

Table 1 - Figures and facts about wildlife kept in major zoos and in private houses

Zoo name (province) Mo species  Held / Missing Study period
Phnom Tamao Wildlife Rescue THspecies 257 / 31 (L17%)° Unknown
Center (Takeo)

Teuk Chou Zoo (Kampaot) 75 species 192 / 46 (19%) 11 months
Bayab Zoo (Prey Veng) 39 species 45 / 50 (53%)** 10 months
Peak Casino Zoo (Sihanoukville) 32 species 89/ 18 (17%) 11 months
Angkor Wild Zoo or Prey Angkor 56 species 115 / 38(25%) 3 months
Forest (Siem Reap) TR

Crocodile Farm (Siem Reap) 25 species 16 / 48 (75%) 14 months
Chong Khneas (Siem Reap) 16 species 60/ 11 (15%) 14 months
Forestry Department (Siem Reap) 18 species 21 / 17 (45%) 12 months
Other zoos (Imprevu, Mekong Island} 16 species 43 / B (16%) Variable!
Private houses 60 species 268 / B4 [24%) Variable!
TOTAL 128 species 1158 /301 (21%)** 14 months

* Data on missing animals received for mammals only: 109/31 (28%).
** Bayob Zoo dato excluded from calculations (see rafionale in fext).
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whether these ventures are primarily
motivated by an interest in wildlife or
for other reasons. Although setting up
a zoo doesn't always appear now to
be a profitable investment in
Cambodia, all newly established ani-
mal parks are located near popular
tourist places, clearly hoping to bene-
fit from the surge of the national and
international tourism. Animal welfare
is obviously little understood and
leads to disastrous captive conditions
and negligent care.

Key figures and facts about
major zoos

A total of 128 species of vertebrates
were recorded during the study peri-
od i.e. 43 species of mammals, 71
species of birds and 14 species of rep-
tiles.

The table 1 summarises the survey
findings in the major zoos of the coun-
try and gives the general results for
wildlife kept as pets in houses.

The largest zoo in terms of species
array is Teuk Chou Zoo near Kampot
(75 species) while the largest number
of animals (257 individuals) is found
in Phnom Tamao. In less than six
months, the Angkor Wild Zoo has
built a collection of 115 animals and 56
species, making it the third largest zoo
of the country.

Zoo by zoo scores
The Crocodile Farm in Siem Reap has

the sad privilege of having lost the

highest proportion of its animals:
three quarters of its boarders vanished
in a year, all reported dead. There
were only 16 live animals left in the
farm at the time of preparation of this
paper. The only other zoo with more
missing animals than held animals is
Bayab Zoo but this is clearly linked to
the transfer of many animals to Nhim
Vanda’s other zoo in Kampot. In July,
there were only 20 species left at
Bayab Zoo. The data for that zoo was
therefore excluded from the total cal-
culations in Table 1 or had to be
adjusted species by species for Table 2.
More worrying is the situation at the
Angkor Wild Zoo, where a quarter of
the animals has died in only three
months (confirmed by keepers'
report). If we extrapolate, this means it
may lose the equivalent of all its cap-
tive guests within a year!

General “death rate” and
class comparison

Altogether, a total of 1459 animals
(507 birds - 40% mammals - 10% rep-
tiles) have been recorded. Of those,
301 animals (21 percent) disappeared,
indicating that a fifth of all animals
may have died during the survey peri-
od. Although this assumes that all
missing individuals died, | believe it
can in fact be an underestimate
because many deaths may have gone
unnoticed (dead animal replaced by
newly bought individuals in between
Iwo visits).

19
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Disappearance rate appears signifi-
cantly lower for birds (18%) than for
mammals and reptiles (both 27%). Bias
in the data partly explains this differ-
ence, as no turnout information was
available for birds at Phnom Tamao
zoo. When substracting the 148 birds
hold in Phnom Tamao, the bird miss-
ing rate from private zoos and houses
reaches 22 percent, not significantly
different that the other classes. It is
maore surprising however that reptiles
have a “death proportion” as high as
mammals, as one may expect them to
be the most tolerant group to captive
conditions. A possible explanation is
that, apart from the ones in zoos, the
latter are mainly kept as future meals
or, in case of pythons, for their skins.
This is corroborated by the fact that a
majority of missing reptiles originated
from private houses: 70% of the pri-
vately held individuals were gone
against only 15% of the ones in zoos.

Targetting threatened
species

Amg the 128 species inventoried
here, 47 are listed by IUCN as threat-
ened with extinction on a global scale
(based on Hilton-Taylor 2000; Men
Soriyon et al. 2000 for Mammals). This
clearly highlights the potential threat
z0os may cause to the survival of
endangered species if not properly
monitored. Throughout the survey,
aside from reported births from
Phnom Tamao, | am aware of only a
single birth in captivity (a baby
Sambar Deer). Apart from parts of the
collection of Teuk Chou zoo which are
bought from overseas, all the animals
of other private zoos appear to origi-
nate from the wild in Cambodia. This

doesn’t go without side effects such as
killing other family members (usually
the parents of gibbons, bears, cats),
permanent mutilation or death from
wounds, ensuing from the capture or
from stressful transportation, lack of
food, etc. Who can assess how many
animals died before reaching the zoo
for one that finally arrives alive?

The conservation side
The 31 species noted during the sur-

vey fall into the Globally Threatened
with extinction or Data Deficient cate-
gory.. Those consist of 15 species of
mammals, nine species of birds and
nine species of reptiles.

BIRDS

Threatened birds. 160 individuals
(146/14)

Three species stand out as making the
bulk of the threatened bird species (123/7
between them): Green Peafow! Paro muti-
cuis, Spot-billed Pelican Pelecanus philip-
pensis and Lesser Adjutant Leptopliilus
javanicus; They are all classified as
Vulnerable and, for the two former
species, Cambodia is regarded as their
last stronghold in Southeast Asia. The
magnificent Green Peafowl is a favourite
as pet and for wildlife parks. Eggs (incu-
bated by hen) and chicks are collected



BIRDS 160 ind. [146 / 14]

(Sequence and nomenclature follow Robson 2000)

Species Threat category Number held/missing
Tamao  Zoos Houses Total
Green Peafowl Vulnerable 7/1 16/2 8/1 3ns3
Sarus Crane Vulnerable 3/7 5/2 8/2
White-rumped Vulture  Critical 2/ 6/0 8/0
Long-billed Vulture Critical - 041 - 0/1
White-shouldered Ibis  Critical B - 0/2 0s2
Spot-billed Pelican Vulnerable 1n/? 17/2 6/? M/2
Milky Stork Vulnerable 1/¢ - 1/0
Lesser Adjutant Vulnerable 9/ 29/8 20/2 58/2
Greater Adjutant Endangered 2/ 1/2 3/0 6/2
and then young are easily raised as another large waterbird for which

domestic fowls. There are currently no
population estimates for the country, but
31 birds may easily represent several per-
cent of the remaining wild population.
The captive population of the P impera-
tor subspecies which occurs in Indochina
was formerly estimated to be only 10
birds against at least 600 of the other sub-
species (Birdlife International in prep.) If
the species prove to reproduce well in
captivity, reintroduction programs may be
a feasible option for the future, With
regard to Spot-billed Pelican, possibly one
percent of its regional population is held
in captivity (34 birds), mainly in Phnom
Tamao and Chong Khneas floating zoos. |
am not aware of any successful breeding,
Lesser Adjutants are spread out in various
zoos and houses, and the total is not far
from the largest single flock recorded in
the country! The Chong Khneas floating
zoos should be strongly condemned as
they hold 12 Spot-billed pelicans and 14
Lesser Adjutants, all collected as chick
from the last viable colonies remaining in
Southeast Asia. The owners bank on the
international tourism market and their
very existence is an incentive for local
people to pursue further collection at the
nests,

To be mentioned as well are the eight
Greater Adjutants L. dubins censused —

Cambodia is a world stronghoeld. Two of
the birds died during the course of the
year while three juveniles, apparently
unable to fly, were recently captured at
the Crane Sanctuary in Banteay Meanchey
province, As for the Sarus Crane Grus
antigoné, at least eight birds are still held
captive across the country, but every wet
season brings more juveniles into the pet
and zoo trade. Breeding on the ground in
wet clearings of open forests, the species
is an easy target and, with the Peafowl,
the most monetary valuable birds for the
live animal trade.
White-rumped Vulture Gyps bengalensis,
Long-billed Vulture G. indicus, White-
shouldered Ibis Pseudibis davisoni, three
species recently upgraded to Critically
Endangered status, were found during the
inventory but their presence is not more
than marginal. They are not specifically
targeted for the captive wildlife market.
The White-shouldered Ibis record consists
of two chicks incidentally found in Stung
Treng province in March 2000. They were
the first evidence of breeding in
Cambodia (Goes 2000). Although in the
near-threatened category, the record of
nine Black-necked Storks Ephippiorymchus
asiaticus is of high regional conservation
significance, being the rarest stork in Asia
“(less than 400 birds sensu Rose and Scott

|
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MAMMALS: 266 ind. [190 / 76 iSequence and nomenclature follow Men et al. 2000)

Species o Threat category
Pig-tailed Macaque Vulnerable?
Stump-tailed Macaque Vulnerable
Pileated Gibbon Vulnerable
Yellow-cheeked Gibbon Vulnerable
Dhole Vulnerable
Asiatic Black Bear Vulnerable
Sunbear Data Deficient
Smooth-coated Otter Vulnerable
Clouded Leopard Vulnerable
Tiger Endangered
Asian Elephant Endangered
Eld's Deer Vulnerable
Banteng Endangered
Southern Serow Vulnerable
East Asian Porcupine Vulnerable

species is considered Globally Threatened =9

the Data Deficient Sun Bear Ursus
malayanus, The latter together with the
Pileated Gibbons Hylobates pilentus make
up for half of the total numbers of threat-
ened mammals (133 individuals).
Moreover, they pay the largest tribute to
captivity as 43 of them disappeared dur-
ing the survey period. The large number
of Sun Bears found in private places is
worrying as it suggests there are many
more individuals in the country the inven-
tory had overlooked (Dave Ware, pers.
comm.). There is apparently a significant
pet market for that species in Cambadia.
The situation is similar for Pileated
Gibbon although with a less marked trend
to keep this species as pet. This is however
only the tip of the iceberg concerning the
detrimental impact of zoos on wild stocks
of these two threatened species. Sun Bears

and Gibbons a

N L Number held/missing
Tamao Loos Houses Total
- 1242 - 1242
- 5/0 - 5/0
5/4 11/8 17/5 33717
1/0 2/0 0/2 3/2
71 0/1 - 772
3/2 2/6 - 5/8
13/2 9/6 35/18 57/26
1/1 11 2/07 4/2
1/0 2/3 B 3/3
9/1 8/1 3/0 20/2
2/0 5/0 1/0 8/0
1/0 1/0 - 2/0
2/0 21 . 4/1
2/0 1/0 0/1 3N
3/0 17/9 4/1 24/10

re usually captured as
babies, which invariably leads to the
killing or capture of the parents by poach-
ers. For every young animal sold to a zoo
- and the same is true for other mammal
groups such as Felidae - many mature
adults are slaughtered or caught,

We should mention here the fate of the
endangered Tiger Panthera tigris. There are
now more individuals in Cambodian zoos
than documented records from the wild
over the last decade. As the species is
heading towards national extinction due
to poaching for the chinese medicinal
trade, the importance of a healthy captive
population may unfortunately be the last
resort to ensure a future of tigers.




REPTILES

Threatened reptiles: 60 individuals
(38/22)

Strikingly, two out of three of the captive
reptile species recorded — and virtually all
eight turtles — are Globally Threatened
{against 35 and 13 percent of the mammal
and bird species respectively), This reflects
elevated conservation concerns for most
turtles species of the region, currently fac-
ing eradication from widespread harvest
for the insatiable Chinese food market.
However, the numbers appear small (60
individuals) compared to the huge quanti-
ties exported from the region (Dijk ef al.
2000) and zoos absorb just a few of the
thousands of turtles harvested in the
country. The most significant finding in
terms of conservation is the rediscovery of
the Critically Endangered Mangrove

Terrapin Batagur baska, in Teuk Chou zoo.
The adult specimen was positively identi-
fied on 30 September 2000 and reportedly
originated from Sre Ambel, Koh Kong
province. The species was feared extinct in
Cambodia and it is the first record in the
country since 1881 (Steve Platt pers.
COMITL. },

Of conservation interest as well is the rela-
tively high number of Green Turtles
Chelonia mydas, with all 14 specimens logi-
cally found in the coastal zoos of Kampot
and Sihanoukville. There is a virtual vacu-
um of data on sea-turtles in Cambodia:
those captive individuals should prompt
surveys for their potential nesting beaches
and be associated with strict conservation
measures.

Conversely, no information on wild popu-
lations should be derived from the pres-
ence of the Critically Endangered Siamese
Crocodile Crocodylus siamensis in z0os as
crocodiles are widely raised in family or
commercial farms throughout the country.
As far as those are not genetically contam-
inated, they constitute a good stock for
possible reintroduction in the future,

REPTILES 60 ind. [38 / 22] (Sequence and nomenclature follow Cox et al. 1998)

Species __ Threatcategory __ Numberheld/missing
Tamao Zoos Houses Total
Siamese Crocodile Critical 11/0 11/0
Yellow-headed Temple Turtle  Endangered 6/3 /3 7/6
Asian Giant Terrapin Vulnerable - 0s2 0/2
Mangrove Terrapin Critical 1/0 - 1/0
Asian Box Turtle Vulnerable . 0/1 01
Ricefield Terrapin Vulnerable . 0/7 0/7
Elongated Tortoise Endangered 1/0 - 1/0
SEAsian Soft-shelled Turtle Vulnerable 5/5 . 5/5
Green Turtle Endangered 9/0 4/1 13/1
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[Phnom Tamao versus private zoos

From a conservation point of view, it is important to distinguish the govern-
ment-run Phnom Tamao Wildlife Rescue Center from all other - privately
owned - zoos. The name of the former reflects its true nature and purpose: peo-
ple try hard to manage it as an animal rehabilitation center. The need to develop
{such place arose from the regular seizure of animals from traders which, for var-
ious reasons, cannot be returned in the wild. It rarely takes bought animals. The
jcenter is assisted by animal welfare organisations such as Free the Bears,
Sangkrous Satprey and Care for the Wild and benefits from the expertise of experi-
tenced persons. This has resulted in much improved captive conditions and care.
The rationale for including Phnom Tamao in the study was more of obtaining as
lcomprehensive as possible inventory of captive wildlife in the country than of
lumping its praiseworthy efforts with the detrimental practices of private zoos.

Discussion

14

Private zoos: neither legal

nor illegal!

One may wonder what is the legal
basis for private zoos sprouting in the
country. According to the current
wildlife law, their status is all but
clear. The present law prohibits hunt-
ing, poaching and selling of wildlife
but doesn't say a word about buying
or keeping wild animals (Dave Ware
verbally). With such legal shortcom-
ings, there is apparently nothing ille-
gal about establishing zoos on a pri-
vate initiative although they are obvi-
ously relying on animals harvested
from the wild for their supply, and
thus poached and sold for them in
direct violation of the law. Leaving
aside the debate on whether zoos are
legal activities or not, Phnom Tamao
Wildlife Rescue Center is the only offi-
cially registered zoo in the country,
There has also been some pressure on
MP Nhim Vanda to submit approval
for his zoos. A long overdue sensible

wildlife law is under preparation and
the highest government officials
appear committed to pass it quickly
through the Assembly. Once that is
done, another daunting task is to
enforce it. So, for now, let's wait and

Unregulated zoos: a grow-
ing threat to Cambodian
wildlife

As the country moves steadily into an
era of peace and economic develop-
ment, the pressure on wildlife from
subsistence hunting should start to
slowly decrease. Lots of soldiers and
families previously roaming in the
forests of the country are now coming
out and looking for land to settle and
become farmers, reducing their con-
tact with wildlife. The new demand
for live animals created by the devel-
opment of private zoos will negate
this expected positive effect. From the
data above, it is clear that zoos across



the country need to buy hundreds of
vertebrates to re-supply their stock
(the “turnin” was 334 animals). The
figure of more than 300 missing ani-
mals can be regarded as a conservative
minimum of the numbers actually
dying in captivity during a year and
an even-tinier fraction of what has
died for the sake of supplying zoos. If
left without control, zoos in Cambodia
are likely to continue to grow in size
and numbers in the coming few years,
and this can be heavily detrimental to
wildlife conservation. The fact that the
live animal trade is driven by cash
profit — which is a much stronger
incentive than food for subsistence -
and that it targets threatened species,
could quickly make of zoos indirect
but significant contributors to the
unabated decline of Cambodian
threatened wildlife.

Careless zoos: unintentional
wildlife killing centers

Despite the defended image of raising
wildlife, zoos can end up at the oppo-

site extreme of their publicised -
though probably sincere - intentions.
Animals are dying in Cambodian zoos
because of inappropriate care and lack
of competence. As long as formal
training or assignment of skilled zoo
tenders and veterinarians are not
required to run zoos, they will contin-
ue to be wildlife killing centers by
negligence. It would amount to a lot of
work, monitoring, external support
and commitment to transform the
present-days zoos into real wildlife
rescue and breeding centers.

Although passing the purpose of this
paper, a critical question should be
asked here: what place and role does
Cambaodia want to give to zoos in the
future? Just exhibition places of
depressed animals in cramped cages
or active educational and rehabilita-
tion centers aimed to promote progres-
sive ideas of wildlife conservation and
of respect towards all living creatures?
Anyway, it's still a long road before
those appalling wildlife detention and
slow death centers will become

Lonciusion
As surrounding countries have lost
most of their natural habitat and have
extirpated or brought close to extinc-
tion many of their large birds, mam-
mals and reptiles, the importance of
Cambodia for wildlife conservation
has become paramount in a regional
context. Already under heavy pres-
sure from habitat loss, hunting and
other human persecution, globally
threatened species surviving in
Cambodia may now increasingly suf-

- fer from a new peril caused by the



demand of live animals for zoos. The
numbers obtained from the survey
definitely are just the tiny tip of the
iceberg of the live animal trade in
Cambodia.

As we enter a new century, [ wish that
every Cambodian would become fully
conscious of his/her personal role and
impact when buying a ticket to visit a
private zoo. Fully aware that by this
simple act, he or she promotes further
depletion of-his/her threatened
wildlife heritage and, whether he/she
intends o or not, becomes an accom-
plice of the thriving wildlife trade and
of the large numbers of animal deaths
resulting from the carelessness of
2005,
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et snacks permet au pro-

priétaire de s'y retrouver financiére-
ment, et au conducteur de bateau
d’avoir sa commission.

A deux encablures, on peut voir le
centre GECKO inauguré I'an dernier
et consacré a I'éducation a l'environ-
nement des communautés locales.
Contradiction? Impuissance? Qu état
de fait? Il semble que ce soit pour l'in-
stant la derniére philosophie qui pré-
vale. Bien qu'inadaptée et en cours de
révision, une loi de protection des
espéces animales existe bel et bien au
Cambodge. Interrogé sur la question,
Mr Hong Chamnan, un officiel du
Bureau de la Faune & Phnom Penh
indiquait que les espéces protégées ne
pouvaient pas étre capturées, tuées ou
vendues mais que les acheter ou les
détenir n'était en rien repréhensible
selon la loi. Un hic de taille pour
empécher le commerce d’especes
sauvages dans le royaume.

Ainsi, bien qu'illégale, la collectes aux
nids sur le Grand Lac se poursuit
impunément, poussée par ce nouveau
débouché plus lucratif que le com-
merce pour la chair. Cing marabouts
encore duveteux sont apparus &
Chong Khneas en début d’année, suivi
de huit autres juvéniles au mois de

THE BLUES ABOUT ZOOS

juin, Tous provenaient des derniéres
grandes colonies de cigognes et péli-
cans survivant a ce jour en Asie du
Sud-Est, concentrées sur la portion
nord-ouest du Tonlé Sap au sud de
Prek Toal. Il est donc temps de réagir
et de prendre les mesures nécessaires
pour arréter ce trafic mettant en péril
la survie d’espéces rares. Une action
possible serait de convaincre le
Comité Environnement du village de
placer un panneau au débarcadére
informant les touristes et les
enjoignant a ne pas cautionner ces
zoos, Mais, visiblement, certains
intéréts financiers priment sur la
sauvegarge du patrimoine naturel et
compromettent toute action locale.

La situation présentée ci-dessus n'est
pas un cas isolé. Depuis deux ans, on
voit ce genre de zoos privés se multi-
plier dans le pays. Par manque de
compétences, de moyens, de soins, ces
endroits subissent une mortalité
importante de leur animaux captifs.
Ainsi, ils sont constamment en
demande de nouveaux individus pour
renouveler leur effectifs et constituent
par la méme une menace grandissante
pour la survie de nombreuses espéces
déja sérieusement mises en péril par la
dégradation de leur habitat, la chasse
et le trafic international.



Il est donc crucial et urgent de dénon-
cer fermement les pratiques de ces
zoos, de questionner leur existence
méme et, dans un premier temps,
d’appeler toute personne concernée
par la protection du patrimoine cam-
bodgien a boycotter ces endroits dou-
teux. Chaque visiteur devrait com-

prendre que par son simple comporte-

The same Lesser Adjutants, fully fledged but
clipped wings forbid them freedom.

ment, il peut faire ceuvre éducative et

apporter sa modeste contribution per-
sonnelle & un futur plus respectueux
de la vie.

Paru dans Cambodge Soir
du 7 juin 2000.
Adapté pour CBN
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Zoos in Cambodia “at a glance

AMGKOR WILD 200
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New species

The first record for Cambodia of
Wedge-tailed Green Pigeon Treron sphenura

By DoucLas JUDELL
nuprednmmann §u &
agnginjisagnemifigieiia gan §i ©00O

N 5 Octoser 2000, in Kirirom
ONR | briefly saw a green

pigeon looking almost straight
up at it and thought it was a Wedge-
tailed Pigeon from size and shape as
I've seen that species many times in
Thailand and Malaysia.
After realizing that the species was
not on the Cambodian list, | went
back to the area, about 500 meters
from the park headquarter, at an alti-
tude of about 700 meters. That after-
noon, several green pigeons flew into
a fruiting tree near the roadside at the
level of the large pond. I got a clear
look at a male from circa 30 meters
with Leica 10x42 binoculars. It had
maroon shoulder patches, clearly sep-
arated by a green back, a green breast,
a bright, light blue bill with no other
colour on the crown or breast. | was
then stumped because it didn’t really

fit anything in Birds of Thailand
guidebook.

On 6 and 7 October, in the morning
and late afternoon there were up to 15
birds in the fruiting tree. | saw at least
three different males, the shoulder
patches are about as illustrated for
White-bellied Pigeon in Birds of
Thailand. I think of Thick-billed as
kind of a stubby pigeon, Pompadour
is listed as the same size and none of
the 15 birds had a hint of a pin tail, so
by process of elimination Wedge-
tailed still seemed like the only possi-
bility.

Males and females had yellow green
underparts, barred from the legs back.
The undertail coverts did seem long
but [ never saw any cinnamon buff
(male) or creamy buff (female) as
described in Birds of Thailand.

On getting back to Phnom Penh, |
looked in Robson (2000) and read
about delacouri subspecies of Wedge-
tailed Pigeon: no colour on the crown



Recent sightings Brief news

or breast with limited maroon shoul-
der patches. | am now convinced the
birds were that subspecies, known
from Annam and historically from
central Laos. The record is slightly
lower than the minimal altitude of
770 meters given by Robson (2000). It
appears however that finding that
species in south-west Cambodia was
relatively unexpected as the nominal
subspecies is found in the neighbour-
ing south-east Thailand mountains to
which the Kirirom hills are connected
through the Cardamom range.

References

Lekagul, B. and Round, P. (1991) - A guide
to the Birds of Thailand. Saha Karn Bhaet,
Bangkok.

Robson (2000) - A Field Guide to the Birds
of South-East Asia. New Holland
Publishers (UK) Ltd.

The new species of Green Pigeon, drawed
by Mr OK Kim, Kirirom Park Ranger, is
the first official field identification sketch
made in Cambodia.

Twenty six further new
species for Cambodia

CompieD BY PETE DaviDsSON

Tuls ARTICLE details 23 confirmed
and three provisional additions
to the Cambodian list made
during the numerous field surveys
that have been conducted during the
dry season of year 2000 and not cov-
ered in CBN No4. The survey of the
Cardamom Mountains in February
and March produced the majority of
new country records, with a further
suite of species new to Cambodia
being recorded during surveys in
Mondolkiri. It is important to note
that the FFI report from the
Cardamoms survey (Daltry and
Momberg 2000) contains numerous
errors. The only records from the sur-
vey that are included here are those
made by Jonathan Eames, Frank
Steinheimer and Ros Bansok.
Clarification for species previously on
the Cambodian list on dubious
grounds or confirmation of occur-
rence for provisional records men-

- tioned in previous CBN's New
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Species column are also presented
here.

Status and distribution in neighbour-
ing countries are taken from A guide to
the Birds of Thailand (Lekagul and
Round 1991) and A Field Guide to the
Birds of South-East Asia (Robson 2000).
MNomenclature and species limits fol-
low the latter reference.

Bar-backed Partridge

Arborophila brunneopectus

A single and a pair were recorded in
December 1999 and February 2000 by
camera traps placed at two localitites
in Virachey National Park, Ratanakiri
province at 400m and 520m in bamboo
dominated forest (WWF data). At least
two birds have subsequently been
seen in the field on the northern part
of the Sen Monorom plateau in
Mondolkiri at 700 m on 17th June
(RTm). Based on the species distribu-
tion in neighbouring countries, it is
expected to occur in the northeastern
provinces and may also be found in
the north.

White-browed Piculet
Sasia ochracen
Several were recorded in evergreen

Bar-bocked Partridge

Ratcjet-ailed Treepie

forest between 1,200 and 1,600 m on
Phnom Tumpor within Phnom
Samkos Wildlife Sanctuary between
27th February and 7th March
(JE,FS,RB). The closest population is
resident in parts of eastern Thailand,
but the species is not known in adja-
cent south-east Thailand.

Black-backed Kingfisher

Ceyx erithacus

One along a stream flanked by logged
semi-evergreen forest in Snoul
Wildlife Sanctuary, on 4th May, and
one in Samling logging concession in
nearby southern Mondolkiri, in secon-
dary semi-evergreen forest away from
any running water, on 15th May
(PD,TS). These are the first confirmed
sight records from Cambodia, the only
previous report being an unsubstan-
tiated sighting from the Stung Chinit
in Kempong Thom Province in either
April or August 1997 (see CBN Nol).
Considering its status in neighbouring
areas of Vietnam and Laos, it is likely
to be a resident and/or passage
migrant in this part of Cambodia.

Javan Frogmouth

Batrachostomus javensis
One heard on the lower slopes (200-

New species

Dark-sided Thrush

e



300 m) of Phnom Khmaoch in Phnom
Samkos Wildlife Sanctuary, between

13th and 20th March (JE). It is presum-

ably a resident, based on its status in
neighbouring regions of Southeast
Asia. This confirms the species occur-
rence in the country, following the
provisional record in Bokor National
Park in January (see CBN Nod).

Ratchet-tailed Treepie
Temnurus temnurus
At least two birds were recorded in a

mixed species flock in fragmented for-

est on the northern part of the Sen
Monorom plateau in Mondolkiri in
May-June (RTm). The species is
known from neighbouring parts of
Vietnam.

Grey-chinned Minivet

Pericrocrotus solaris

The species was recorded in lower
montane evergreen forest on Phnom
Tumpor in Phnom Samkos Wildlife
Sanctuary, between 27th February and
7th March (JE,F5,RB). Following the
mention of the species by Goes (CBN
MNod: p 2-8), and the confusion over
whether the species had ever been
recorded in the country at all, this
proves the species is indeed a resident
of the mountains of the south-west

Litle pied Flycatcher

although not known from adjacent
south-east Thailand.

Dark-sided Thrush

Zoothera marginata

Recorded in lower montane evergreen
forest on Phnom Tumpor in Phnom
Samkos Wildlife Sanctuary, between
27th February and 7th March
(JE,FS,RB). In June (date unspecified),
one individual was caught in a small
mammal trap and collected on the
plateau in Bokor NP (CP verbally). It
is presumably a resident in the area,
based on its status in neighbouring
regions of Southeast Asia.

Slaty-backed Flycatcher

Ficedula hodgsonii

Omne male in lower montane evergreen
forest on Phnom Tumpor in Phnom
Samkos Wildlife Sanctuary, between
27th February and 7th March
(IE,FS,RB). This bird will undoubtedly
have been a winter visitor, based on
its status in neighbouring regions of
Southeast Asia. There can be very few
records from so far south, and it was
only recently recorded for the first
time in central Laos. It is scarce in
north-east Thailand, and perhaps sur-
prisingly, there appears te be no
records from Vietnam.

Grey-beﬂiud Tesia
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Snowy-browed Flycatcher

Ficedula hyperythra

Found to be a common resident of
lower montane evergreen forest on
Phnom Tumpor and Phnom Khmaoch
in Phnom Samkos Wildlife Sanctuary,
between 27th February and 20th
March (JE,FS,RB). It is known from
mountains in north-east Thailand and
also mountain areas of south Annam
in Vietnam,

Little Pied Flycatcher

Ficedula westermanni

Recorded in lower montane evergreen
forest on Phnom Tumpor in Phnom
Samkos Wildlife Sanctuary between
27th February and 7th March
(JE,F5,RB). It is presumably a resident,
based on its status in neighbouring
regions of Southeast Asia.

Fujian Niltava

Niltava davidi

Twao birds seen in lower montane
evergreen forest on Phnom Tumpor in
Phnom Samkos Wildlife Sanctuary
between 27th February and 7th March
(JE). This chunky, iridescent flycatcher
is considered a vagrant to neighbour-
ing south-east Thailand, and a scarce
winter visitor to south Laos, central
Vietnam, making these two records
particularly interesting.

Blue-throated Flycatcher

Cyornis rubeculoides

Found to be a locally common species
in Samling's logging concession in
southern Mondolkiri, inhabiting semi-
evergreen forest on hill slopes

New species

between ca. 250 and 430 m in April
and May (PD,TS). All records were of
the resident race C. r. klossi, a sub-
species endemic to southern
Indochina.

Green Cochoa

Cochoa viridis

This attractive frugivore’s distinctive
song, a long, pure, single-tone whistle,
was heard and tape-recorded on
Mount Tumpor in Phnom Samkos
Wildlife Sanctuary between 27th
February and 7th March (JE). This
uncommon species is a logical addi-
tion to the Cambodian list, being
known from the adjacent mountains
of south-east Thailand, where it is a
resident.

Mountain Bulbul

Hypsipetes meclellandii

Common in lower montane evergreen
forest on Phnom Tumpor and Phnom
Khmaoch in Phnom Samkos Wildlife
Sanctuary, between 27th February and
20th March (JE,FS,RB). A resident
above 800 m in south-east Asia, it was
a less predictable addition to the
Cambodian list as in Thailand it does
not occur in the south-east. The closest
population is found in mountainous
north-east Thailand.

Grey-bellied Tesia

Tesia cyaniventer

Recorded in lower montane evergreen
forest on Phnom Tumpor and Phnom
Khmaoch in Phnom Samkos Wildlife
Sanctuary, between 27th February and
20th March (JE,FS,RB). This species
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has an interesting, very patchy distri-
bution in adjacent south-east asian
countries, being known from just a
few isolated locations in north-west
Thailand, north and south Laos, west
Tonkin and south Annam. It is per-
haps one of the more surprising addi-
tions to the Cambodian list made dur-
ing the Cardamom survey.

White-tailed Leaf Warbler
Phylloscopus davisoni

Found to be an abundant resident of
lower montane evergreen forest
between 1,200 and 1,600 m on Phnom
Tumpor and Phnom Khmaoch in
Phnom Samkos Wildlife Sanctuary,
between 27th February and 20th
March (JE,FS,RB). This confirms the
species occurrence in Cambodia,
which was suspected following recent
records of unidentified Phylloscopus
warblers (either Blyth's or White-
tailed) from Bokor in 1998. In late
March, the species occurrence in
Bokor National Park was confirmed,
when it was found to be a common
breeding bird in evergreen forest
around 1,000 m, on the plateau and
upper slopes of the escarpment
around the old colonial hill station
(PD). It should be noted that Blyth's
Leaf Warbler P. reguloides is also likely
to occur in Cambodia as a winter visi-
tor, so keep a sharp eye out for
Phylloscopus warblers with wing bars
and crown stripes when in the mountains
Chestnut-crowned Warbler
Seicercus castaneiceps ILL 663
Recorded in lower montane evergreen
forest on Phnom Tumpor in Phnom

Brief news

Samkos Wildlife Sanctuary between
27th February and 7th March
(JE,F5,RB). It is not recorded from
south-east Thailand, the nearest
known populations of the species
being resident on mountains in
eastern south Laos and south Annam.

Yellow-bellied Warbler
Abroscopus superciliaris

A locally common species in
Samling's logging concession in
southern Mondolkiri in April-May,
found in bamboo within the semi-
evergreen forest mosaic between 150
and 320 m (PD,TS). It is a resident in
neighbouring parts of Southeast Asia,
and as such a predictable addition to
the Cambodian list.

| Spot-throated Babbler
Pellorneum albivenire |

Although there have been no sight
records of this very skulking babbler,
song assumed to be of the species was
heard at two sites in the lowlands of
Phnom Samkos Wildlife Sanctuary in
the Cardamoms in February and
March (JE), and also in undergrowth
within evergreen forest in Samling’s
logging concession, southern
Mondolkiri in April and May (PD).
These records are best regarded as
provisional until the species has been
seen and /or trapped. Being resident
in Laos, central and south Annam, it
should logically occur in north-east
Cambodia while an isolated popula-
tion in the south-west would be more
surprising.

&1
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Pygmy Wren Babbler

Proepyga pusilla

Recorded in lower montane evergreen
forest on Phnom Tumpor and Phnom
Khmaoch in Phnom Samkos Wildlife
Sanctuary, between 27th February and
20th March (JE,FS,RB). The species
was unexpected as the nearest known
populations of the species are resident
on mountains in eastern south Laos
and south Annam, Vietnam.

[ Rufous-capped Babbler

Stachyris ruficeps |

Several birds thought to be this
species were seen in a mixed species
flock on the northern part of the Sen
Monorom Plateau in Mondolkiri on
17th June (RTm). Although observed
characteristics and behaviour strongly
suggest they were this species rather
than Rufous-fronted 5. rufifrons, these
records should be regarded as provi-
sional. The species is certainly likely
to occur in north-east Cambodia,
being a resident in neighbouring east-
ern south Laos and Vietnam.
Rufous-throated Fulvetta

Alcippe rufogularis
This attractive little babbler has been

on the Cambodian list before, but as
described by Goes (CBN-4, p2-8), erro-

Chasnut-Crowned

‘Warbler

neously. It has not taken long, howev-
er, for it to re-instate itself. The species
was recorded in lowland evergreen
forest on 9th March during the survey
of the Cardamom Mountains (JE). It
was however expected to be found in
south-west Cambodia as it is a resi-
dent in adjacent south-east Thailand
from the plains to 900 m.

| Mountain Fulvetta

Aleippe peracensis |

Several birds showing the characters
of this species were seen in a mixed
species flock on the northern part of
the Sen Monorom Plateau on 17th
June. Distinguishing features observed
were the clear grey face extending to
the end of the black supercilium/lat-
eral crown stripe and large whitish
eyerings. However in other birds
these features were not subdued,
although no birds had strongly grotei-
like characteristics (RTm). In January
1997, Duckworth and Hedges record-
ed a fulvetta Alcippe species common-
ly at Dak Dam border post, in
Mondolkiri, between 900 and 950 m,
which apparently showed a mix of
plumage characters of Mountain
Fulvetta A. p. annamensis and Black-
browed Fulvetta A. grotei (formerly

New species

Rufous-throated

Fulvetia



considered conspecific with A. pera-
censis). It would seem likely that these
were also Mountain Fulvettas, being
probably at a similar elevation to Rob
Timmins observations.

Black-browed Fulvetta

Alcippe grotei

This species is locally common in the
Samling logging concession, southern
Mondolkiri, where it was recorded in
evergreen forest up to at least 460 m
in April-May (PD). Where this and
the former species occur together in
south Laos, Black-browed occurs up
to 840 m, and Mountain above 920 m
(PD per. obs.), but Robson (2000) gives
the upper altitudinal limit of Black-
browed Fulvetta as 1,000 m. (See also
Mountain Fulvetta above.)

Pin-tailed Parrotfinch

Erythrura prasinag

A group of three birds (including one
male) flying along a logging track
within semi-evergreen forest at c.380
m in Samling's logging concession in
southern Mondolkiri on 16th May
(PD). Although this colourful little
finch is a resident in south-east Asia,
within this range it is semi-nomadic
and prone to irruptive movements in
response to food availability, primarily
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Pin-toiled Porrotfinch

seeding bamboo, one of its primary
food sources. A substantial proportion
of the bamboos were seeding during
the survey, and presumably these
birds' presence in the area was at least
partly attributable to this. It may only
occur in the area periodically.

Streaked Spiderhunter
Arachnothera magna

The species is widespread and locally
abundant in the semi-evergreen forest
mosaic in Samling’s logging conces-
sion, southern Mondolkiri in April-
May. It was recorded down to 170 m
(PD,TS). It is presumably a resident, as
elsewhere in its Southeast Asian
range.

CONTRIBUTORS

Colin Poole (CP), Pete Davidson (PD),
Frank Steinheimer (FS), Jonathan
Eames (JE), Ros Bansok (RB), Rob
Timmins (RTm), Tan Setha (TS).

Streaked
Spiderhunter
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REVIEW of records of interest
communicated to the jour-
al is presented here.
Common names follow a Field Guide
to the Birds of South-East Asia
{Robson, 2000).

PHNOM PENMH &
SURROUNDINGS
Phnom Penh

Three Pied Kingfishers were seen at
Boeng Pompeay, Toul Kork area on 5
August (CEMH). One juvenile Shikra
was perched on the ledge of the
National Museum roof, trying in vain
to snatch some of the bats bursting
out of the building at dusk on 9
September. Just before, a screaming
Alexandrine Parakeet flew out of a
coconut tree in the Museum garden.
Its wings and tail feathers were badly

damaged: it was obviously an individ-

ual escaped from captivity or released
at the riverfront buddhist bird market
(FG). Another likely escape was a
Striated Grassbird seen on the lawn
between the King's Palace and the
river on 30 November (PD, BS).

New species

CompieD By Freperic GoOES

Basset marshes

Record counts of 130 Cotton Pygmy
Geese (second highest count for the
country) and 100 Little Cormorants
(site highest) were obtained on 27
May; two Oriental Darters wee also
present (CE,PD.MO,RO).

A pair of Ashy Wood-Swallows, one
male House Sparrow amongst a flock
of 50 Plain-backed Sparrows and a
Asian barred Owlet nesting in a sug-
arpalm tree are all additions to the
birdlist of the four-arms marsh com-
plex (i.e. Basset, Bassac and Veal
Samnap wetlands) made on 5 Augusl
(CP.MH).

Boeng Veal Samnap (all FG,CPRO)
Great boat-based birdwatching on 9
September: 11 species new for the site
and six new for the four-arms marsh
complex. The records of two near-
threatened species stand out: three
Black-headed Ibises - the first recent
observation outside the Tonle Sap
basin - and 118 Oriental Darters,
equalling the second highest count for
the country. Moreover, some birds at
nest in a tree with 20 nests is a strong
evidence that the species breeds at the
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site (a single Tonle Sap site currently
known). The Darter site was also
occupied by a colony of over 200
Flying Foxes.

20 Spot-billed Pelicans and 20 Asian
Openbills are the largest counts for
the wetland complex. New species for
the wetland complex include Red-
breasted Parakeet (a single), Green
Pigeon sp. (three birds) and a Blue
Flycatcher sp. One Chesnut-winged
Cuckoo was a first for the site. A pair
of Ashy Wood-Swallows was perched
along the Mekong river.

0. N L E s A P
Prek Toal (all FG HC)

A summer survey for White-winged
Duck failed to find the species but
recorded the first Black-and-Red
Broadbill for the Tonle Sap flooded
forest on 26 July. The species is threa-
tened in Thailand due to lowland fo-
rest destruction.

The poorly known Chesnut-winged
Cuckoo, a new species for the site,
was found common at that time of
year. On 25 July, there were five sight-
ings of that species in a single hour,
more than during the last hundred
years in Cambodia. Two more singles
were also encountered during the next
two days. Other records of interest
included one Mangrove Whistler on
26 July and more than 30 Lesser
Adjutants on 27 July. The latter were
perched in the area where the largest
breeding colony of waterbirds was
found this year. The secretive Masked
Finfoot was heard twice, on 25 and 26

July but could not be viewed.

Siem Reap

One Barn Owl was observed before
dusk at the limit of Fishing Lots 1 and
2, near Anlong Sandan village on 23
October (ED). There was no previous
documented record of the species
presence on the Tonle Sap lake.

N O R T HWE ST
Battambang

A Barn Owl was spotted in
Battambang city at 9.00 PM on 8
September. It was probably the same
bird found in the moming of 4
MNovember, victim of human cruelty
and superstition: the bird was hang-
ing from a tree and already dead but
still beaten with wood sticks by a
group of people. Two Black Kites
were seen at Kamping Pouy on 14
November (all FR). One Greater
Spotted Eagle circling low over
Battambang town on 6 December and
three Asian Openbills over Kamping
Pouy lake, on 11 December (RZ).
Oddar Meanchey (all records GOK)
A small flock of Great Tits and a male
Asian Golden Weaver were seen in
dry forest, south of Anlong Veng on
10 May. The species was previously
thought to be restricted to the eastern
bank of the Mekong, with a few
records in Ratanakiri and Mondolkiri.
This record, 250 km further west, indi-
cates that the species is most likely to
distributed across the whole northern
plain (see more under section
MNortheast). People there had a captive
juvenile Grey-headed Parakeet.
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Black-and-Buff Woodpecker was
recorded at Tropeang Prasat on 12
May and an unspecified number of
Asian Golden Weavers were noted in
swampy areas inside forest in Bantey
Ampil district in late May.

Tropeang Thmor reservoir

{Sarus Crane Reserve)

(Observers: May-Jume: PDHC / July:
FG,GOK.CB.EOS / August: HC / October:
HC,DS,IMC / November: HC DS / December:
FG.HC.GA)

Although just falling prior to the
review period, we mention the record
of Zebra Dove, heard at northern edge
of the reservoir on 30 April, a new
species for the site and third country
record (GOK).

12 to 18 Sarus Cranes were present
from 29 May to 1st June while one
straggler was still there on 1st July.
The first returnees were noted in early
MNovember with a maximum of 11
birds on 5 November.

The most exciting findings were defi-
nitely one Pallas’s Fish-Eagle (global-
ly threatened) - the first record since
1961 - seen on the ground and in
flight and one provisional Red-head-
ed Vulture (near-threatened) in over-
head flight, both species on 1 June,
There are no vulture populations
thought to survive outside the north-
eastern provinces and this is the se-

New species

%
cond recent vulture record outside
that area. One male Bengal Florican
was seen on 1 June.

Over 1000 Asian Openbills were reg-
ulars at each visit between late May
and early October, feeding at the
northern edge of the reservoir. They
were accompanied more than 400
Black-headed Ibises (highest count
for Cambodia) on 1 June, whosenum-
bers apparently fell to about 200 birds
on 1 July. Of importance is the confir-
mation of the regular visit of the glob-
ally threatened Milky Stork - a single
on 1 June and 6 October, and a single
adult seen along the track towards
Route 6 on 7 and 8 December. Other
important regular visitors are the
Greater Adjutant - one bird on 8
October and two birds on 6
November, and the Black-necked
Stork - a single on 31 May and on &
Movember. There was a sighting of 17
Lesser Adjutants on 1 August. A sin-
gle Woolly-necked Stork, a regionally
threatened species, flying over the
area on 5 November is a new specie
for the site. Great views of a pair of
Greater Spotted Eagles on 7 and 8
December.

Australasian Bushlark was confirmed
present with five birds seen on 1 June,
a species not recorded with certainty
in Cambodia since the late twenties
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{!), presumably because of identifica-
tion difficulties. Other new records for
the site were Grey-headed Parakeet,
Green-eared Barbet and Arctic
Warbler between 29 May to 1 June; a
single Peregrine Falcon, one probable
Common Buzzard and a flock of
Chesnut-tailed Starlings feeding on
dry dipterocarp pink flo-

wers on 7 December.

About 80 Cotton Pygmy Geese and
over 450 Purple Swamphens (second
highest count for the country) stand-
ing on a flooded grassland bed on 8
December.

Angkor

N.B. For those who want to keep their CBN-5
Angkor Park list updated, note that Arctic
Warbler was omitted from the species [ist: it
was recorded at Anghkor Wat on 4 February
2000 (PA).

Three White-breasted Waterhens
were seen in Angkor Wat moat on 22
October, apparently the first record at
Angkor (DS).

Une Drongo Cuckoo plus a party of a
dozen Chesnut-tailed Starlings were
observed near Taney temple on 23
November. The latter showed the
peculiar habit of walking on branches
(FG,CP). One Wood-shrike sp. - same
place and date - is new for Angkor as
is the Purple Sunbird seen on the
same day at Spien Angkor (FG). Two

Great Tit

™

other additions to the site bird list are
Purple Swamphen seen around 25
December (place unspecified) (D]) and
one Hoopoe on the road to Bantey
Srey on the last day of the year (FG).
Expected confirmations for Angkor
area are Brown Shrike and Plain-
backed Sparrow, found in paddies
near Prasat Ba Chum on 23 September
(FG.DS).

Kompong Thom

Several teams of birdwatchers visited
Krous Kraom, the Bengal Florican site
in Stung Sen district from May to
August. A group of 84 Greater
Adjutants seen on 28 June constitutes
one of the world's largest flocks for
the species. The birds were outra-
geously decimated by hunting that
night (more in Brief News). A pair of
Black-necked Storks, two Woolly-
necked Storks and 5 Comb Ducks
were seen on 28 June (all PD.HC). A
minimum of 200 (probably over 400)
Asian Openbills flew across the area
on 11 and 12 July (FG,HC).

A wet season survey elucidated for
the first time whereabouts of the
Bengal Florican during the wet sea-
son. One male was flushed east of
Phnom Santuk on 28 November.
Other exciting records on the same
day were two Eurasian Thick-knees
- the second record of the

&7
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decade only, at the same site, and at
least 46 Sarus Cranes to the west,
coming into flooded rice fields near
Toul Kompong Rolin. Four and one
Grey-headed Lapwings near Roluos
village on 26 and 29 November
respectively; one Peregrine Falcon on
29 November. At least five Woolly-
necked Storks circling above Route 6
between Kompong Thom and Stoung
and finally, quite unexpected, one
Mugimaki Flycatcher at Stoung dis-
trict town Forestry Office on 27
MNovember (all PDHC,TS).

Flocks totalling over 5,000 Yellow-
breasted Buntings in ricefields were
seen at Veal Bak Rotes, and at least
three Spotted Owlets in the area east
of Phnom Santuk on 11 December
(PD,HC.TS,RTz).

Preah Vihear

A foot survey for large mammals in
Chep district, near the Lao border,
produced a great finding: three Giant
Ibis near seasonal ponds at Tropeang
Thom on 7 December. The birds were
heard giving series of “aclak” notes
before dawn on the day of the obser-
vation. Two Green Peafowls were
heard in the same area and two
Pompadour Green Pigeons (first for
northwest) were seen in a fruiting tree

New species

Eurasian Thick-knees

(JW).

3 00 T WTWOR 55T
Sihanoukville

A hundred Lesser Frigatebirds were
frenetically feeding upon dead fish
leftover by grenade fishing soldiers
between Pula Wae island and a reef
south of the island on 15 November.
Two groups totalling 170 birds were
seen near Koh Tang on 22 December.
They are the largest number of
Frigatebirds recorded in Cambodia
waters (IR, ER).

Ream NP

Mew records for the park are two
Slaty-breasted Rails, one Ruddy-
breasted Crake, Bright-capped
Cisticola and Baya Weaver in a
swampy area near the Navy Base on |
May. The same observers listed also
two other additions for the park on
the same day: Mangrove Whistler
and Chesnut Munia, but confirmation
is pending on further details
(LB,BB,TS,F5).

Bokor NP

Asian Pied Starling and Australasian
Bushlark (the latter however would
need detailed description to be valid),
both new to Bokor, were reported at
the entrance of the park on 29 April



Recent sightings

Rufous-bellied Eogle

i

(BB,LB,FS,TS). One Rufous-bellied
Eagle was seen along the access road
and one Common Buzzard on the
plateau on 19 Movember (CF).
Cardamoms (all |E unless stated)
Apart from the impressive list of new
species for the country mentioned
elsewhere, and though outside the
review period, we owe our readers
some other key findings of FFI sur-
veys conducted from 27 February to
20 March. These include the first post-
war records of Grey Nightjar and
Large Niltava, as well as the proposed
endemic Cambodian Laughingthrush
- all found in lower montane ever-
green forest above 1250 m in Phnom
Tampur and Phnom Kmaoch within
Phnom Samkos Wildlife Sanctuary.
The endemic Chesnut-headed
Partridge was common at all moun-
tain sites while one female Green
Peafowl was seen in the dry diptero-
carp forest south of Pursat on 24-26
February. The latter habitat provided
also the first record of Yellow-footed
Green Pigeon for the southwest. The
scarce Slaty-backed Forktail was
spotted for the third time in the coun-
try. Surprising was the absence of
Mountain Tailorbird, still unrecorded
in Cambodia since a year 1943 record

Brief news

Slaty-backed Forkail

made precisely in higher altitudes of
the Cardamoms mountains.

During a WCS summer expedition up
the Sre Ambel river, Koh Kong, 6
Green Peafowls were seen perched on
the river bank about 20 km up the
river mouth on 22 August (SP).

N O RTHEA A ST
Ratanakirl (all WWF data)

Some interesting camera-trap records
not included in the previous review
are presented here. One Germain's
Peacock Pheasant in bamboo at 420 m
at Veal Hatieng in Virachey NF, close
to the Lao border in March, represents
a significant westward extension of
the species restricted range. As Grey
Peacock Pheasant was also pho-
tographed at that location, it may be
the first time that both species have
been recorded sympatrically. In the
same area, one Blue-rumped Pitta
was photographed at 400 m in semi-
evergreen forest with bamboo in
January-February; it is the first record
since 1927 and a first for the northeast.
Stung Treng (all sightings FG)

A boat journey on the Mekong river
from Stung Treng to the Lao border
produced a post-breeding flock of 17
River Terns (apparently all adults)
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about half-way up-river and large
flocks.of White-shouldered Starlings
in flooded forest habitat closer to the
border on 18 May.

Small parties of Asian Golden

Weavers were seen in three wet mead-

ows in dry forest in the northern part
of the road heading towards the Lao

border on 20 May. Two single Rufous-

winged Buzzards and two single
Eurasian Jays were observed in the
area, travelling south from O Svay to
Stung Treng, plus one White-bellied
Woodpecker about 10 km north of
Stung Treng on the same day. Great
Tits (first records for Stung Treng)
were found surprisingly common
west of the Mekong: a pair was pres-
ent in each of the three birdwaves
encountered in dry forest of Thala
Bariwatt district, along the road
towards Preah Vihear.

Mondolkiri and Kratie

A WCS wildlife survey took place in
Samling's logging concession
(Mondolkiri) and adjacent Snoul
Wildlife Sanctuary (Kratie) near the
Vietnamese border, chiefly in lowland
and foothill semi-evergreen forest
habitats, but also in lowland dry
dipterocarp forest, from mid-March to
mid-May. Of course, it produced a
plethora of exciting new information,

New species
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too much to review extensively here.
Here is a subjective selection of the
most significant or interesting records.
Both areas supported populations of
Siamese Firebacks (uncommon),
Germain Peacock’s Pheasant (first
confirmed records in the wild) and
potentially one of the most significant
populations of Green Peafowl left in
the world with five contacts totalling
11 birds. Firsts for the northeast were
one Jerdon's Baza, a juvenile
Mountain Hawk-Eagle (first con-
firmed from the wild), Rufous-bellied
Eagle, several Violet Cuckoos in
semi-evergreen forest (second definite
record, first since 1960) and Blue-
eared Kingfishers along forested
streams. Several Malayan Night-
Herons heard and one seen constitute
the first records of the species in the
wild in Cambodia. Given the level of
territorial calling, it would appear to
be a prospective breeder in the area.
One Blue-rumped Pitta was heard
and seen. In contrast to the forest
birds, there was a dearth of large
waterbirds with only three Grey-
headed Fish-Eagles, one Red-headed
Vulture in Samling, and a total of nine
Lesser Adjutants and ten Woolly-
necked Storks in both Snoul WS and
the Samling concession combined.
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Vielet Cuckoo
-billed Vulture

Pairs of Great Hornbills were a daily
sight while Wreathed Hombill was
uncommon. Other conservation-relat-
ed findings were that Bar-bellied Pitta
was frequently detected and Grey-
faced Tit-Babbler common and wide-
spread. One captive Pompadour
Green Pigeon in the market of La
Pakhe is a third country record.
Golden-crested Myna was commonly
found there. White-bellied
Woodpecker was present albeit at low
density. Of note are two provisional
records of Black-throated
Laughingthrush, a species known so
far from a single record from
Ratanakiri (all PD,TS,PB).

Five Green Peafowls and two Wolly-
necked Storks were observed ina
clearing on the roadside in Snoul W5
on 5 November ([R).

One Giant Ibis and a Sarus Crane are
the best large waterbirds from a WWF
survey undertaken from 9 May to 14
June mostly in dry dipterocarp forest
of northeast Mondolkiri. Singles of
Lesser Adjutants were regular,
Woolly-necked Stork was present;
one Grey-headed Fish-Eagle spotted.
Several encounters with Green
Peafowl in Koh Nhek district and up
to 31 Vultures, with Long-billed being
clearly the rarest of the three species.
Crippling views of a Spot-bellied

A
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Eagle Owl is the first record since
1948 and the record of Oriental Scops-
Owl is the first since last century’s
record of Mouhot. Fulvous-breasted
Woodpecker was for the first time
recorded from the northeast, and
Rufous-bellied Woodpecker was a
third record for the country. The near-
threatened White-rumped Falcon was
frequent; Streak-throated
Woodpecker, Yellow-footed Green
Pigeon were common, Other species
of note are Great Tit, Alexandrine
Parakeet and Rufous-winged
Buzzard and small number of Great
Homnbills in the denser forest patches
(all RTm).

CONTRIBUTUORS
Bruce Bauer (BB), Bryan Stuart (BS), Claude
Barthe {(CB), Colin Poole (CI"), Douglas Judell
(D)), Duong Sareun (DS), Etienne Delattre (ED),
Edith O'Shea (E0S), Frederic Goes (FG),
Fabienne Renou (FR), Fay Scott (F5), George
Archibald (GA), Garvan O'Keeffe (GOK), Hong
Chamnan (HC), lzabelle Roubeix (IR), Jonathan
Eames {JE), John MacCarthy (JMC), Joe Walston
{IW), Linda Bauer (LB}, Mike Hedemark (MH],
Mike Ounsted (MO), Pete Akers (PA), Pich
Bunnat (FB), Pete Davidson (PD), Rosie
Ounsted (RO, Rob Timmins (RTm), Rob Tizard
{RTz). Raymond Zepp (RZ), Steve Platt (SP).
Tim Scott (TS).
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A Lesser Adjutant colony
totally collected

The arnival of downy adjutant chicks
at Chong Khneas floating village in
March 2000 near Siem Reap prompted
researchers to find out where the birds
originated from. Following reports of
local informants, Mr Hong Chamnan,
waterbird expert from the Tonle Sap
Biosphere Reserve office, traced a
colony a Lesser Adjutant in the flood-
ed forest near Day Roniet village,
Pursat province, south of the Prek
Toal breeding area. According to vil-
lagers, it was the first time they
noticed a colony in the area and they
discovered it purely incidentally.
Virtually all chicks of the 100-strong
colony were collected and sold mainly
for meat in the village. The only
reminder of the birds’ presence at the
time of visit in early June was of a few
birds still kept on the roof of houses,
awaiting to become a festive meal...

White-winged Duck
remains elusive on the

Tonle Sap
Two wet season surveys for the
endangered White-winged Duck con-

New species

ducted in Prek Toal and Moat Khla /
Boeng Chhma, failed to find any evi-
dence of the species. The surveys took
place on 24-28 July and 9-12 October
respectively, during the species breed-
ing season when it was reported to be
more conspicuous. Earlier surveyors
had apparently sighted the species in
those areas and local reports suggest-
ed that the Tonle Sap may hold the
world’s largest remaining population
of this rare duck. Unfortunately, sur-
vey results clearly erase such hopes
and even cast doubt on the actual
presence of the species on the Great
Lake. Watch future CBN for a full
review of the status of this important
species in Cambodia.

Greater Adjutant decimat-
ed by hunting

The major finding of a flock of 84
Greater Adjutants in Kompong Thom
province last June quickly turned to a
drama. The very same night after their
discovery, the birds remained ground-
ed in an open field by an afternoon
rain, prompting nearby villagers to
launch their night hunt. Equipped
with spotlights and lop (long stick
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with a large net at the tip), groups of
villagers combed the area and deci-
mated the flock. At least twenty birds
were caught that single night, tied on
the ground, killed and then sold for
meat to middlemen who transported
them to the provincial market. A4 kg
adult bird fetches around 10,000 Riels,
an attractive sum for poor villagers
but a disaster of magnitude for that
highly endangered species. There are
no more than 700 Greater Adjutants
left in the world and Cambodia is the
fragile Southeast Asian stronghold for
the species with an estimated popula-
tion of only 150 birds! On 12-13 July,
an official emergency rescue mission
travelled to Kompong Thom to brief
commune and village leaders and
request that wildlife laws be enforced
immediately and hunting strictly pro-
hibited. This intervention met with
success but follow-up activities and
long term commitment are required to
ensure lasting effects on deeply-rooted
hunting practices. Unless those are
effectively curtailed, there is no hope
to save Greater Adjutant from extinc-
tion in Cambodia.

Sarus Crane and Greater
Adjutant chicks collected
Every rainy season brings along its
reports of juvenile Sarus Cranes cap-
tured in northern Cambodia and sold
for the live pet trade or even for meat.
This year, a captive chick appeared in
Preah Vihear province although no
information was communicated about
the exact collection site. It is time for
the authorities to address to this sys-
tematic threat in the coming years.
The first action should be to exactly
locate the provenance of the chicks
and, as Cranes are territorial birds, to
ensure protection of the site during
the following breeding season. At
Tropeang Thmor reservoir, Bantey
Meanchey province, three reportedly
flightless Greater Adjutants were col-
lected on the ground and sent to the
Provincial Forestry and Wildlife
Department last September. It is
hoped they will recover their faculty
and freely fly back to the wild soon.
This should also prompt further sur-
veys as it suggests the species may
breed in the area.
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Galliformes Symposium in

I
An International Symposium on
Galliformes was held in Kathmandu,
Nepal by the World Pheasant
Association (WPA) from 24 September
to 7 October. Mr Tan Setha, ornitholo-
gist from Wildlife Protection Office,
Forestry and Wildlife Department was
amongst the 109 participants, thanks
to the support of WPA and WCS. A
paper titled “Recent information on
threatened Galliformes in Cambodia”
was presented by Mr Tan for the occa-
sion. The workshop ended with a
week training on “Ecological tech-
niques for studying partridges and
pheasants” at Royal Chitwan National
Park. Back from Nepal, Tan Setha is
enthusiastic about implementing what
he learned to assess the status of the
globally threatened Green Peafowl
and the endemic Chesnut-headed
Partridge in his country.

Second PASOC Congress in
Sri Lanka

Kandy, the city in the hills of central
Sri Lanka hosted the 2d Pan-Asian
Ornithological Congress from 26 to 29
October. The Field Orithological
‘Group of Sri Lanka organised the
event where yours truly informally
represented Cambodia. Birding
around the congress venue - with
many of the country 26 endemic

New species

species to find - was as tantalizing as
the wide array of presentations which
covered topics such as bird conserva-
tion, migration, field ecology and
birds in human environment. It is
hoped that Cambodians will be able
to participate actively to the next con-
ference, scheduled in Taiwan... in
2004. You have time to be prepared,
dear Khmer ornithologists!

Elephant workshop in
Kirirom NP

A WCS-organised workshop on
Elephant survey techniques was held
in Kirirom National Park last October.
Through in-door session and out-door
practical excercises, officials from both
Ministry of Environment and Ministry
of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
learned how to assess wild Elephant
presence and population. Participants
were fortunate enough to find pachy-
derm tracks and dung in the north-
west of the park, confirming they still
occur in the area.

Park rangers’ training in
Bokor NP

In December, WildAid conducted a
specific training for rangers in Bokor
Mational Park aimed at increasing
capacity for anti-poaching initiatives.
The rangers were taught about
patrolling, map reading and routing,
and GPS use. It is expected that their



Saving Mekong River dolphin
The Irrawaddy dolphin is a small
cetacean that inhabits coastal waters of
Southeast Asia. Freshwater populations
can be found in the Mahakam River
of Indonesia, the Mekong River of
Vietnam, Cambodia and southern
Laos and the Ayeyarwady River in
Myanmar. All riverine populations
are facing severe threats.

Recent research indicates that the total
Mekong River population probably
numbers fewer than 100 individuals
and is facing significant threats to its
future survival.

Dolphin-watching tourism can be
another threat or if well managed,
become an effective tool for conserva-
tion activities. A project is planned

to develop and manage tourism at
Kampi Pool, Kratie, in co-operation
with the Mekong Dolphin
Conservation Project and the Wildlife
Conservation Society - Cambodia
Program, sponsored by the British
Embassy Small Grants Programme
and the Whale and Dolphin
Conservation Society. If successful,
this site could also be used as a model
for other communities north of Kampi
Pool, to appreciate the benefits of
natural resource conservation.
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workshops, trainings, conferences, exhibitions

presence and active monitoring of the
protected area will curtail widespread
poaching, an activity that is currently
devastating surviving wildlife in the
park.

An exhibition on the Tonle
Sap Great Lake in Siem
Reap

An exhibition has been inaugurated
on 4th January 2001 in the new
Krousar Thmey school for blind chil-
dren on the road to Angkor. The water
theme as a source of lives is an origi-
nal way to embark in the discovery of
the country. An historical and cultural
approach shows how the Tonle Sap is
the heart of Khmer civilization, as tes-
tified by the hydrological cities of
Angkor, the numerous water creatures
reliefs on the Bayon and the impor-
tance of fish in the Cambodian diet.
Also, nature is omni-present all along
the exhibition: pictures, drawings,
illustrations and texts in Khmer,
English & French show the rich bio-
diversity and the unique eco-system
of the Great Lake. The life of the peo-
ple in and around the Tonle Sap is a
source of surprises. Their connection
with the natural resources of the Lake
is shown through their activities and
way of life. Surely, the liquid world is
a world apart. A Cambodia apart.
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Will the Cardamoms treas-
ures esca ?reed y threats?
Fauna and Flora International (FFI)
which conducted a biodiversity inven-
tory of the central Cardamoms earlier
this year, advocates full protection for
the area and supports its designation
as World Heritage Site. Biological
diversity and the presence of a num-
ber of key species for conservation,
such as tiger, elephants and the
Siamese Crocodile plead for protection
of one of the largest remaining wilder-
ness in mainland Southeast Asia.
However, this would require subtract-
ing all forest range between Phnom
Samkos and Phnom Aural Wildlife
Sanctuaries from commercial logging
interests. Concession rights for opera-
tion in the area have long been leased
to five companies. If these concessions
are cancelled, Conservation
International is offering the
Government a five million dollar
endowment to protect and manage the
area. There is a large consensus
amongst conservationists to recognise
that logging is the singlemost threat to
such areas. Though not necessarily
directly detrimental to biodiversity,
logging means access to previously
untouched areas, opening the forest to
unregulated activities particularly
hunting and encroachment for slash
and burn agriculture.

New species

Fisheries back to communi-
ties: a Tonle Sap revolu-
tion?

During a flood aid distribution in
Siem Reap province on 24 October,
Prime Minister Hun Sen decided to
open substantial areas of Tonle Sap
leased fishing concessions to the local
communities. Van Sophanna, deputy
director of Agriculture, Forestry and
Fisheries in Siem Reap province and
project leader of the FAO Natural
Resources Participatory Management
in the Tonle Sap region is credited to
be behind the Prime Minister sudden
move by presenting a complete report
on this very sensitive subject in an off-
ical meeting. Illegal lot extension, total
prohibition of access and collusion
with fisheries officials (compared to
“leeches sucking people’s blood” in
PM Hun Sen’s speech) are the main
causes of rising conflict between local
communities and the powerful fishing
lot owners, leaving the former with
virtually no fishing grounds to sustain
their livelihood. As the Fisheries
Department Director, H.E. Ly Khim
Han was reluctant to implemen
reforms ("Mr Hun Sen thinks about
the people but we think about the
law”), he was removed from his posi-
tion on 27 October and replaced by Mr
Mao Thouk, deputy director of the
department. In the wake of reform,
several provincial Fisheries officials in
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Siem Reap and Kompong Chhnang
were also removed from office. As
much as 69 % of the fishing conces-
sion area has been proposed for
releasing for family fishing in the
province. The situation needs to be
followed up closely in those newly
opened areas in terms of sustainable
management of fisheries, a critical sec-
tor of food security in the country.

Dam rehabilitation in the
middle of Kirirom NP

The parliament finally approved the
Chinese funded project for rehabilita-
tion of the Kirirom dam for power
generation. Of serious concern is that
the assembly debates focused on the
commercial deal without raising a sin-
gle question about the environmental
impact issues despite the fact that the
project will take place in the middle of
Kirirom NP Is there no obvious con-
tradictions between the purpose of a
Mational Park and an industrial
power-plant project? The park is a
prime recreational site for Phnom
Penh dwellers and a key place for
environmental education.
Environmental awareness? That's
maybe what our excellencies need
before discussing such project...
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Large mammal surveys tar-
a{et northern forests

ith the start of a new dry season,
field survey activities are warming up
again. WCS teams have launched
fooot and camera-traps surveys in
Kulen-Promtep Wildlife Sanctuary in
MNovember-December 2000. The
402,500 ha sanctuary is the largest pro-
tected area of the country. spreading
across the three northern provinces of
Siem Reap, Oddar Meanchey and
Preah Vihear It is expected that popu-
lations of very large mammals such as
Tiger, Elephant, Gaur and Banteng
remain in the area. Truly unsurveyed
during last decades and unsecure until
last Khmer Rouge defections two
years ago, it may also be the last
chance to rediscover the mythical
Kouprey, the national animal of
Cambodia, today feared extinct.

New species

The mysterious Khting Vor,
ust a counterfeit animal?

December 2000, the results of a
group of French specialists having
studied horns of Pseudonovibos spiralis
were released on the net: the last large
mammal discovered in the 20th centu-
ry was a hoax. Originally described
from a pair of ringed homns found in
Vietnam in 1993, the presumed ox-
goat animal was never actually seen
although reports from a mysterious
creature called “Khting Voar” or
"Kting Seepous” have been received
from several parts of Cambodia since
scientists have been looking for it! The
French experts analysed several pairs
of horns thought to be genuine and
arrived at the conclusion they were
skillfully twisted to create the spiral
aspect. However, other zoologists
argue that the study doesn't prove
anything, as experts have long known
of the existence of fake Khting Vor
horns. They believe the animal may
really exist or at least, have existed.
Meanwhile, we await the publication
of the French team scientific paper.
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Jane Goodall approaches
Cambodia

From 28 to 30 November 2000, Jane
Goodall, world reknowned for her
life-long study and protection of chim-
panzees in Africa, experienced a first
contact with Cambodia. She was
received by King Norodom Sihanouk,
visited Phnom Tamao Wildlife Rescue
Center and lectured enthusiastic stu-
dents at the University of Phnom Penh
on the theme “[ care to make a differ-
ence”. In Siem Reap, she witnessed
environmental awareness activities at
the GECKO floating environmental
center on the Tonle Sap and of course
wandered around the magnificent
temples of Angkor.

New species

Munster Zoo, Germany

ready to support Angkor
Wildlife Rescue Center

On the 30 November, Jorg Adler from
the Allwetter Munster Zoo arrived in
Siem Reap to discuss the launching of
the Angkor Wildlife Rescue Center
project with conservationists and Van
Sophanna, deputy director of
Provincial Agriculture Department in
Siem Reap. He was shown the pro-
posed site at Spien Angkor and
pledged financial support next year. A
local partner has to be designated and
the project document finalized for
approval by both parties. Mr Jorg
Adler was particularly touched by the
link between the site and Sam
Veasna's tragic story. The project was
Veasna's idea and it took shape and
reality thanks to his efforts to make it
progress until he untimely died. Jorg
Adler said this personal story must be
told abroad to help raising fund for
the project on behalf of Sam Veasna's
memory.
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International Crane
Foundation (ICF) probes
involvement at Tropeang
Thmor reservoir

George Archibald, the founder and
retired director of ICF, was in
Cambodia from 3 to 9 December. He
was received by HE Chan Sarun, spe-
cial adviser to Prime Minister Hun Sen
on forestry reform, HE Chun Sareth,
undersecretary of state of Ministry of
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
and Mr Ty Sokun, director of the
Forestry and Wildlife Department.
They requested ICF's help in prepar-
ing a management plan for the Sarus
Crane Reserve at Tropeang Thmor
reservoir. Dr Archibald then travelled
to Bantey Meanchey and spent two
days at the reservoir. He quickly
realised that the site had a great poten-
tial as a natural and historical attrac-
tion and proposed the building of a
visitor's center linked with a
Memorial for all people who died dur-
ing Pol Pot era forced labor at the site.
He expressed strong interest for ICF
involvement into the management of
the Reserve and said it was a top pri-
ority project on his list. No Cranes
were found at the time of the field trip
although they had been seen by vil-
lagers a few days ago. It is indeed not
before January that Sarus Cranes con-
gregate in numbers to the wetland
were they take refuge throughout the
dry months.
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By Jonn McCarmhy* B

he sight of a thousand and

more storks taking flight

from a rice field gives hope to
see humanity and nature co-exist.
Hidden from view in tall rice grass,
these Asian Open-billed Storks erupt
in a shocking burst of white and black
feathers from the lime-green expanse,
to extend necks and wings in a stu-
pendous swirling mass of birdlife.
The storks lift off after the first hours
of early feeding. The flap and glide of
wings send some soaring and climb-
ing, as others drop back into the grass
to disappear from view, while still
others back-beat broad wings in
whirling motions to alight in the few
scattered trees. After a few minutes
the main swarm settles into mid-
morning positions, while a few contin-
ue to capture air and glide.
We have ridden motodups 20 minutes
from a remote village in the northwest
corner of Cambodia, where we
arrived after a half day journey from

Siem Reap, the city closest to the tem-
ples of Angkor. We are a group of six -
- five Cambodians and myself as the
lone borrang, or foreigner. Instead of
fishing, digging, hauling or harvesting
like everyone else, we are birding.
And we are learning about bird pro-
tection.

-

.. € are on a I'nur d.]}-',
; field trip at the
. declared Sarus Crane
Conservation Area in Banteay
Meanchey Province. In a country
racked by decades of war, and
trapped by endemic poverty where
survival is a daily struggle for many
people, it is significant we are not tak-
ing some piece of sustenance from this
landscape. Our intent is to help find
ways for people and birds to co-exist,
For all their magnificance, the storks
are just a sideline for this huge sprawl
of wetlands in rice at the edge of Ang
Tropeang Thmor or Rock Reservaoir.

[,

Eleanor Briggs



The sprawling carpet of tan grasses at
the north side of the reservoir is a win-
ter feeding ground for up to 200
Eastern Sarus Cranes. The globally
threatened species is holding its own
at about 1,200 individuals in Southeast
Asia but the loss of any critical links in
largely unknown habitats could send
them slipping into the abyss. This wet-
land is one of those critical links.

ong Chamnan, a 33-year-old

Russian-educated forester

from Phnom Penh, is the
able group leader. “We come here to
work with the local people, to tell
them why we protect the birds and
why it is so important,” Chamnan
explains to me in serviceable English.
Chamnan works for the Wildlife
Protection Office of the Ministry of
Forestry. Two of our group are from
the village, working for the district or
community governments. The other
two trainees are from regional offices.

“The next step is for them to go to the
villages and to make an education
program for the villagers. It's easy for
them to work with everybody here
because they live here and they know
everybody,” Chamnan said.

I am along to join a master birder and
to learn about conservation in another
land. In our first morning I've already
had one of the greatest birding experi-
ences of my life and I've found com-
monality with my conservation work
back in the United States. A couple of
years ago in ldaho, Sandhill Cranes
were shot for the first time after many
years of protection because of depra-
dations on farmer’s wheat fields. Here
cranes are under threat of grasses
being replaced by rice. And the storks
face a direct, mortal threat from insec-
tides used on rice worms,

These are unfortunate, yet familiar sto-
ries -- all over the world.

We might have resisted walking along
the road in the midst of the rice fields,

o3



because it begins with a blown-out
bridge, one of many sad remnants of
the Pol Pot regime and years of fight-
ing. But when the storks flew enmasse
from the rice paddies, there was no
hesitation to walking through chest
deep water.

As we stroll, we familiarize ourselves
with more birds. Pure white heads of
Great Egrets stand tall above the green
grasses. Little Egrets only clear the
grasses in flight, where black bills set
them apart from larger cousins. Purple
Herons, Pond Herons, and Grey
Herons all fly out of the grasses and
margins. Chamnan infects us with
excitement at spotting Painted Storks
and Milky Storks.

The cranes however are not present,
which was expected in October. The
cranes return in large numbers for the
dry season, in January, to eat the roots
of the Phlong grass. Chamnan is doing
training in the rainy season to lay a
foundation.

he group learns how to iden-

tify all common and key

species, in the field or from
books. They record bird species and
numbers for each field day. They learn
about mapping, using Global
Positioning System to eventually
determine the extent of the rice fields,
thought to be about 6,000 hectares
within the 12,000 hectacre area of wet-
lands and reservoir. They also learn

how to write reports and how to docu-
ment illegal wildlife killings. And they
talk to local people, the many fisher-
men in particular, to find what species
of birds, turtles, snakes and mammals
remain.

nything that can be eaten by
people - from snakes to
bugs to leaves to lotus seeds
-- becomes part of a meal for someone.
People are very poor in economic
terms.

S0, how can anyone hope to convince
these struggling people to resist mak-
ing the “delicious” Painted Storks the
centerpiece for the Khmer New Year
feast? Or how can people consider for-
going rice expansion to protect cranes?
The greatest hope comes from the
Cambodian conservationists' interac-
tions with local people, with help from
international wildlife protection
organizations.

Successful and sustainable conserva-
tion is not determined by budgets, but
by commitment, explained Colin
Poole, the Wildlife Conservation
Society program coordinator for
Cambodia.

The international cooperation includes
pay for the Cambodian staff, and
equipment such as cameras, binocu-
lars, and notebooks. Food and board is
also covered for staff during training.
"Outside support is not as important
as commitment in-country, from local



people,” Poole told me in his Phnom
Penh office. "With the Crane Reserve
the Cambodians want it to succeed --
from guys in the field like Chamnan,
all the way to the senior level.”

The Reserve gained official recognition
in 2000, from Prime Minister Hun Sen
and the National Assembly, as well as
a Royal Decree on behalf of King
MNorodom Sihanouk, which all adds to
its stature.

ow the training and survey

sessions build support and

understanding at the local
level. In a sense the level of poverty
has one advantage for wildlife protec-
tion. A little bit goes a long way here.
And people both welcome help and
are willing to make changes.
Long-term sustainability is the key, for
cranes and the community. "The
cranes have been there a long time, we
think, although God only knows how
long,” Poole said. "People have lived
here a long time, doing the same
things as today — fishing and farming
rice. There's no reason the people and
the cranes can't live together.”
Chamnan says he sees less hunting of
birds and other wildlife for food or for
market. Protective regulations gain
respect because of potential jail time or
fines, and support because it could
help community sustainability.
Schemes to tear out grasses for mas-
sive rice expansion could hurt not

only the birds, but also the communi-
ties if a distant agri-business operation
displaced local people. Maintaining
the mix of rice and grass, with room
for birdlife, could be a formula for
long-term survival for all.

The potential and the reality merged
for me when we took small dugout
canoes through the grasses and lotus
plants to the north side. After two
hours of poling, passing bomb craters
from American B-52s that remain as
circular ponds, we came to clumps of
trees and a few storks. A large bird
took flight and Chamnan immediately
recognized it as a Greater Adjutant, a
massive bird in the stork family with
bare head and floppy throat pouch.
About 600 remain in the wild and my
only other experience was with cap-
tive birds.

It took another two hours to pole back,
in the mid-day sun, which was well
worth it to find such a place for birds,
with people intent on their protection.

* John McCarthy did volunteer conservation
and health care projects during three months
in Combodia, while on sabbatical as conser-
vation director for the Idaho Conservation
league.



THE BIRDWATCHERS'’

c From Dr Rob Overtoom, Siem Reap
Red-breasted Parakeets feeding on ricefield!

A reaction to the article in the last Cambodia Bird News regarding the Red-
breasted Parakeets (CBN-5, p58-61). I've been living for seven years in Siem
Reap and I have seen these waves of sometimes several hundreds birds flying
in the early morning from their roosting places around the temples (and prob-
ably also from the Kulen mountains) to the south, and return north in the
afternoon, just before sunset. [ have the feeling that the numbers of birds join-
ing these daily trips is getting less, but | am not sure about that.

A few years ago, | was coming back to Siem Reap from Pourk along the sec-
ondary road that goes through Samraong Yiej village and | saw them feeding
on the receding rice that was ready to be harvested. | watched them with my
binoculars and saw them gathered in the palm trees around Wat Kok Kpouh.
In small groups of three to six, they flew to the ricefield, snatched and broke
off with their beak one or a few ears with rice in flight, hovering like a colibri
(but not as elegant of course) and fly back to the palm trees to eat the rice.
The area was completely flooded this year, but if the villagers plant receding
rice, we will probably be able to see them feed the way [ just described when
the rice is ripe.
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* more reading

ranbodia pail
Aug 31 Forgeries alleged in order to log export.
Sept 1 Weak policy blamed for fisheries conflict.
Sept 9-10 Government would guarantee [Kirirom] power costs.
Sept 21 World-Class bear enclosure makes debut
Oct 20 Sting traps suspected poachers, saves tigers.
Tiger conservation project brings help to villagers too,

Oct 23 Suspects snared along with tigers, bears.
Oct 24 Cardamoms deal angers timber industry.

" People, animals deserve eqgual compassion.
Cct 27 Fisheries chief sacked
Hov 11 Hun Sen urges more fisheries reform.
Hov 16 Parliament earns money from fishing lots.

Government removes three more fisheries officials.
MNov 18-19 Hun Sen's aide criticizes senate fishing lots.

Mow 21 Dam interest rate blasted [about Kirirom dam project]

Mov 24 Jane Goodall arrives Sunday as part of Asian tour.

Dec 1 Widlife enforcement training to start.

Dec 2-3 Me, Jane - Legendary chimp champ Jane Goodall was in
Cambodia this week, spreading her message of wildlife con-
sarvation

Dec 12 Bank backs dam project.

Dec 20 Paratroopers get drop on illegal loggers.

Poachers back at work in Virachey Mational Park.

Cambodge Soir

1-3 sept Prés de 4 tonnes d'escargots attrapes.

5 sept Samling s'acquitte de royalties pour reprendre ses activ-
itéds.

13 sep Global Witness veut l'annulation de la concession de GAT.

2 nov Vie sauvage [4 propos de la préparation de la nouvelle
loi]

# nov Le décompte des tigres et des éléphants sauvages va
reprendre.

13 nov Péches: le coup de balai se poursuit.

17-19 nov Au Phnom Kulen, le commerce de chair dfanimaux sauvages
fleurit.

1-3 déc Le débat sur le barrage de Kirirom blogueé.

18 déc Bseudonovibos spiralis ou Khting voar: le boeuf sauvage

etait un canular.



EBhpom Penh Post

Bug 18-31 Kampong Som fishing willagers embrace the law in bid for
survival .

S 15-28 Cardamoms “one of the crown jewels of global natural his-
tory".

Sep 2940ct 12 Soldiers now ecologist at old battlefie
Oct Z7-Mor 9 Senator mired in wildlife crafficking.
Push for Wolrld Heritage Site.

Now 10-23 Phnom Penh bats probed for deadly wvirus.
Nov 24-Dec 7 wWildaid takes direct actiocn in enviromnment battle.
Dac 8-21 Wild elephant slaughtered in the Cardamoms.

Fisheries reform seem= all talk, no action.
[ec 22-n 14 Kting Voar debate is mysteriously alive and well.

Timas
Sept 11 The Mountains that Time Forgot [about the Cardamoms]
O Nold

First biological assessment of Cardamom Mountains, south-
western Cambodia, reveals a wealth of wildlife.

1 - ay 2000

Review of Cambodia Bird News HoS [English and Khmer]

apic exhibition by ELEANOR BRIGGS

The Angkorian g
Landscape 8
Past, Present and @
Future

Grand Hotel,

g‘;’_ﬂ“ﬁs Exploring the links between

16th January the Tonle Sap and Angkor,

16th February natural and cultural heritage of
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