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KINGDOM OF CAMBODIA
NATION RELIGION KING

The Cabinet of Council of Ministers Royal Academy of Cambodia

Letter of Appreciation

The book “ When The Sarus Cranes come...” has shown the undefeated
goodwill and the great ideal of Venerable Huyen Dicu who had overcome all
obstacles to build up the Buddhist pagoda and light up the vital meaning of
Buddhism including the two Sects : The Mahayana and Theravada at
Lumbini — Nepal which was the original place of Buddhism. The Venerable
not only expresses the consolidation between the two Sects of Buddhism but
also display the great compassion of loving nature and environment especially,
the Sarus Cranes coming to refuge at the arca of Lumbini.

This book has an normal pattern as others but it consists of a profound
Buddhist education toward human through the real daily lives.

As [ myself, understand the character of Dhamma education, self-awareness
“Self- direction” and the character of the nation through the activities of the author,
I would like to express my appreciation and highly value this work. By this
opportunity, I appeal to all readers to consider this work as the benefits for yourself,
for others and for our nation.

Phnom Penh 26" October 2009

Royal Academy of Cambodia
President
H.E.Dr. Khlot Thyda
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THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL BUDDHIST MONASTERY
ON THE BUDDHA'S LAND IN NEPAL.
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Monks performing rituals in the ground-breaking ceremony
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Myanmar monks enthusldstlcally
give a helping hand
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Suddenly an elephant appeared. Later
it walked leisurely round the plot of
land reserved for the building of the
Vietnam Buddhist Monastery the
Superior Monk on its back reciting
suttas and mantras.

SaAnRAMBATNG AUNRSTAGWMINI
Indian friends from Bodh Gaya came to help.
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On the first days of the
construction of the Vietnam
Buddhist Monastery in Lumbini
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Wrapping the body with

a blanket to put up with
the extremely cold weather
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Sitting by the tent
contemplating the sunset.
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THE VIETNAM BRIDGE OF COMPASSION
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Senior masters starting the
ground-breaking ceremony
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Everybody, adults and children
alike, all gave a hand.
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| A Myanmar engineer working on the
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The Bridge of Compassion was completed by a miracle.
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Celebrating the completion of the Bridge of Compassion in Lumbini, Nepal
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WHERE THERE IS GOOD LAND, THERE ARE BIRDS’ ROOSTS
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I was surprised and frightened
when | saw for the first time a
pair of tall and big birds that
appeared in front of my tent.
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Two new- born members of the
crane family.

[UMSOWAYMIMIVANUA)
President of the bird Guardians
Association
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Having lost its baby, a crane came to ask for help.
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Preparing an announcement requesting people not to harm the sarus cranes.
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A couple of cranes paid a visit to the Vietnam Buddhist Monastery.
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The great pleasure brought about by
success in protecting the sarus cranes.
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CONTRIBUTION TO THE RECONCILIATION
AND PEACE IN NEPAL

isfimuswgwieadtin
Nepal-a country of attractive beauty
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Horrors of war in all roads of Nepal.
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War and poverty
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A meeting with youth representatives on peace for
Nepal held in Kathmandu.
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A talk about l‘CCOI’lLllldthl’l and peace at the reporters club,
Nepal (2004)
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International buddhist delegations praying for peace for Nepal
at the Vietnam monastery.
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Ven. Huyen Dieu and Nepalese children in Lumbini
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BEAUTIFUL SCENERIES IN LUMBINI - NEPAL
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Vietnam One-Pillar temple.-Lumbini, Nepal.
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Foreword

Miracies sometimes happen in our life unexpectedly and
they are not always recognizable. Very often, miracles result from
concrete good deeds that we do for the well - being of others.

If each of us always cherished the desire to do a good deed
every day, every week, or every month, the effects brought about
by our kind heart are sometimes beyond our expectations. And
after some time we will realized how amazingly our lives have

changed.

However, we should not concentrate only on doing things
that have foreseeable good effects only. Just imagine one day
you happen to see a little board with a rusted nail on it lying in
the middle of the road. If you are thoughtful enough to spare a
minute to remove the board from the middle of the road, you
may help to prevent harmful things that might happen to some
other people afterwards. It might happen that a man steps on the
rusted nail by accident. A few days later the nail may cause an
infection in his foot. The poor man might be killed by tetanus
due to his lack of knowledge or having no access to medical
care. The man might be survived by his helpless wife and young
children.



His fatherless children are likely to grow up without acquiring
adequate education. They might cause problems that their
society will find it hard to solve.

It goes without saving that all these unfortunate things
could not happen at all if someone cared to spare a minute to
do something with the little board. Therefore we should never
ignore a chance to do something good. This is an attitude about
life that will certainly bring us positive effects. I myself have
often experienced such things in my life. The following story
about the sarus cranes is a typical example of my experiences.

Lumbini, Nepal, is an area of verdant land lyving at the foot
of the majestic Himalayas with their numerous constantly
glittering snow-covered peaks. This is the place where the Lord
Buddha was born over 2,600 years ago. Right from the first
few days I stayed in Lumbini, I discovered that the sarus
cranes, an extremely beautiful and rare species of birds, were
in danger. Their lives were threatened severely by wild animals
‘and humans as well. I immediately started to get to know about
them and then sought ways to protect them. It was thanks to
my effort that now, the cranes have found good land to make
their home in Lumbini and the cranes population has
multiplied. From a mere couple of cranes that came to live near
the Vietnam Lumbini Buddhist Monastery ten years ago, you
can now find 44 of them living safely in scattered places in
Lumbini. It was through my efforts in protecting these rare
birds that I have been able to have the chance to live closer
and closer to nature and to develop a deep affinity with it.



And that was not the end of the story. The little good deed for
the birds that I accomplished has been followed by many more

interesting events that I'm going to tell you one by one in this
book.

[ firmly believe that if we dedicate ourselves to doing good
things, we will have the chance to find miracles happen in our
life. This is a marvelous thing I myself once experienced and
have ever since applied throughout my life. And now I want to
share the experience with all my dear readers.

Huyen Dieu



When the sarus cranes come....
and the miracles

[ feel most grateful to:

My motherland Viet Nam, where I was born.

My parents.

The Masters who have taught me the secret methods that
have helped me succeed and live a happy and
unperturbed life.

The countries that have given me the opportunities to live
and work in order to realized my dearest wish to do good
deeds in life.

My friends, acquaintances and students who have been
helping me do good deeds.

And finally the sarus cranes that have given me the
opportunity to live closer to nature and hence the chance
to do some more useful things for life.

HUYEN DIEU



The first International Buddhist monastery
in the Buddha's Land

Although I have been living the greater part of my life
abroad, | have always cherished in my heart a deep love for
Viet Nam, my fatherland, and the dearest wish to do something
for it. I want to show my gratitude to the country where I was
born, to my parents, my master and my friends for what they
have endured for my sake. This is the reason why I took a vow
to concentrate all my efforts on the building of the Vietnam
Buddhist Monastery in the Buddha's Land in India.

In our life we normally concentrate all our efforts on doing
the only thing we are most interested in as we also have to
spend our time on the numerous chores of our daily life. As for
me, what [ have been most interested in doing is to learn more,
to travel, to go on pilgrimages to holy places and to do good
deeds. However, Thanks to good lucks, I had the chance to
build the second Vietnam Buddhist Monastery in Lumbini,
Nepal, a holy place the name of which is constantly mentioned
in Buddhist literature.



This area of land used to be the kingdom of King Suddhodana
of ancient times and is the very place where prince Siddhatta, a
descendent of the Sakya clan, was born almost 2,600 years ago.

In the memoirs of the great Chinese pilgrim and scholar
Xuan Zhuang, this kingdom was described as an area of land of
about 1,880km in perimeter and was located in the region of
Terrai at the foot of the imposing Himalayas. In 563 B.C., when
it was near the time of her childbirth, Queen Maya Devi left the
royal palace, with the king's permission, to go back to her home
town in the kingdom of Devadaha to give birth to their first
child, in accordance with the customs and traditions of their
country. When she was about 25 km from the capital city she
was going across a garden in the village Lumbini, she gave birth
to Prince Siddhatta under the Ashoka tree in this garden. In 250
B.C. the emperor Ashoka the Great and his escorts, on a
pilgrimage to this sacred place, had a big stone pillar built there
to consecrate the site. Unfortunately, this sacred area fell into
forgetfulness after centuries of political and religious upheavals.

One day in early spring 1969, when I first arrived in
Lumbini as a pilgrim, I was really shocked at the sight of the
desolate ruins of the holy land. The ground around the stone
pillar that was erected to mark the birthplace of the Lord
Buddha was littered with human excrement. In deep sorrows,
I walked around the place and prayed under my breath "May I
have the blessing of seeing the place revived and developed
before the end of my life if this is really the holy place where
the Lord Buddha was born".



Since then I kept mentioning this concern of mine either in
my teaching sessions of the Buddha's Dhamma to my disciples
or in my lectures to my university students on the history of
Asia and on international relations. I often made a comparison
like this: the importance of Lumbini to Buddhism is exactly
the same as Mecca to Islam, Vatican to Catholicism, Benares to
Hinduism or Jerusalem to Judaism. Nevertheless, Lumbini was
now sadly reduced to a mere derelict site.

Some of my students, who were working for international
organizations, shared this concern with me and silently
campaigned for over ten years for the revival of the holy
Lumbini.

It was not until 1993 that their wholehearted efforts bore
fruit: King Birendra and the Nepalese Royal Government
agreed to grant me a plot of land in Lumbini so that I could
build the second Vietham Buddha Land Monastery, which is
also the first international monastery that has ever been built at
the place where the Lord Buddha was born.



An adventurous decision

It was in 1987 that I started concentrating all my efforts on
the construction of the Vietnam Buddhist Monastery in Bodh
Gaya, India, the first Vietnamese monastery in the Buddha's
land as an act of gratitude to the Lord Buddha as well as a
spiritual gift offered to my native country. Not until I started the
job did I realize I had embarked on a monumental task with
tremendous complexities.

Bodh Gaya is located in the town of Gaya, in the state of
Bihar, India. I knew many people here, local leaders as well as
central government officials, and they were always ready to
help me. However, the disadvantage of my relation with these
people was when they came to visit me they were usually
escorted by security agents and policemen, who unintention-
ally disturbed my peaceful daily life. Furthermore, due either
to their affection for me or to the requirements of work between
us, there were days when I was invited to have breakfast with
seven different officials at seven different places. Besides that,
I had to attend so many parties and receptions that I didn't have
enough time for the building of the pagoda. With my whole
mind concentrated I prayed under my breath, "May I be blessed
by the Buddhas, the Boddhisatvas, the Dragon Deities, the
Dhamma Protectors and the Holy Spirit of my country. I have
come here to build a pagoda, but unfortunately many people
are very fond of me and I'm invited to so many functions that
I cannot bear going to any more.



[ pray to you all for your support so that [ can have ~ some-
one to replace me at parties". Miraculously, a few months later
Ven.U Pawara came to the pagoda to practice the Dhamma and
accepted graciously to go to those functions on my behalf. (He
holds now a Ph.D. degree in Buddhism and 1s a very
well-known monk in Myanmar in the realm of education). One
and a half year later came another monk, Ven. U Nynenda, who
also had the kindness to replace me in the ever-increasing
functions, so that I could be at work. (Ven.U Nyenda, a Doctor
of History, is now Vice President of the Yangoon Buddhist
University, Yangoon, Myanmar). Local custom dictated that
guests were to be offered good food, money or gifts at those
social affairs. It was not uncommon that they were even given
airlines tickets to visit places. Thanks to these two monks, I
managed to avoid wasting my time socializing with people and
thus was able to concentrate all my time and efforts on build-
ing the pagoda, which was then half way through. I really
appreciated the two distinguished monks for their bravery in
accepting to be my substitute at social affairs.

An unexpected chance took me to the far-off Nepal. One
morning when 1 was preparing to go out overseeing the
construction work, I suddenly heard loud wailing of sirens. A
police car was coming into the pagoda followed by other cars.
I walked out to welcome the visitors, thinking that it was
probably another group of important officials coming to visit
the pagoda. To my amazement, the visitors were those who had
practiced the Dhamma under my guidance a few years ago and
had first contributed to the construction of the Vietnam Buddhist



Monastery here. Among the visitors were the police chief of
Bihar and the minister in charge of India's Government Office.
That was why they came under such heavy police escort.

I was really astonished at the unexpected appearance of my
friends in such a big group of visitors as they had always
informed me in advance whenever they wanted to pay me a
visit. Knowing the reason of my bewilderment, they
immediately explained:

"Master, we are here today because we have something very
important to tell you. It's urgent so we didn't have time to
inform you of our visit".

Then they asked me to allow them to go to the main hall for
the worship of the Buddhas. After that when they were all
seated at the table for a cup of tea, one of them stood up and
spoke on behalf of others.

"Master, your dreams have now come true". He said in a
solemn voice.

"In fact, my friends, I have several dreams. Which one are
you talking about?" I asked.

He then explained, "Master, once more than ten years ago,
when you took us to Lumbini on a pilgrimage to the place where
the Lord Buddha was born, you said one of your most cherished
dreams was to be able to see Lumbini developed to such a state
as it deserved considering its historical uniqueness. Over the
years, we have been working quietly towards that goal and now

10



King Birendra and the Prime Minister K.Prasad of the Nepalese
government have agreed to grant you a plot of land in Lumbini.
His Majesty the King also offered us this flight to Bodh Gaya
to invite you to Nepal to receive the land". In our life there are
things that happen beyond our expectations and imagination
and when they happen we just do not have time to consider
them carefully and react accordingly. That was exactly my
situation at that time. I was so overwhelmed at what I had just
heard that I did not know what to do. I tried to delay making a
decision by saying:

"Now, I think you'd better go to visit the Bodhi Tree, under
which the Lord Buddha attained Enlightenment. I myself have
to go to the main hall to worship the Buddha so that I can re-
gain calmness of mind and meditate to see whether this is going
to be a good thing to do or not".

In fact, I intended to go out of the pagoda once they had
gone to the Boddhi Tree. I wanted to be alone and calmly ponder
over things. The construction work of the monastery in Bodh
Gaya here was only half finished and dozens of workers were
still working on the site. How could I leave all this at this stage
to go to Lumbini? But my friends persisted in staying by my
side saying that they had been to the Boddhi Tree before they
arrived here. I felt even more embarrassed and did not know
what to do. They kept persuading me:

"Master, please. This is urgent. Try to make arrangements so
that you can leave with us right away because the good chance

11



will not come twice. Everything is ready in Nepal and they are
waiting to welcome you there. You just can't refuse to go."
They earnestly requested me to go and these words finally did
convince me:

"Master, please don't forget that the Lord Buddha Sakyamuni
was born only once."

[ barely had time enough to get back to my own room to pack
my robe and a few things into my bag and then quickly got into
the car with my friends. Only an hour had passed from the time
they first arrived at the pagoda. It looked as if it were a "kidnap".

The Gaya airport was 12 Km away from Bodh Gaya. The
airport had just been inaugurated recently and the plane I took
that day was the first foreign plane that had ever landed at this
airport.

Twenty minutes after leaving Bodh Gaya, the plane flew
along the Himalayas. I had always been fascinated by the sight
of snowy mountains and of the majestic Himalayas. However
on that day, I did not care to cast a glance at the innumerable
ranges of rolling mountains, all glittering brilliantly in the sun.
In the airplane, I felt very restless. [ was very much worried and
at the same time [ felt angry with my friends, who had somehow
brought me into this difficult situation in which I found myself
completely unprepared.

They later told me, "Master, that was the first time we had ever
seen 'your body develop boddhi thorns' ", (This is a joking expres-
sion my friends and I usually use to mean "get angry", because
everybody knows the boddhi tree actually has no thorn at all).

12



I was then very angry indeed, but I did not know what to do
except clearing my throat to show them that I was upset. I was
waiting for an opportunity that could be used as a reason to make
them go back to Bodh Gaya. If they had done or said something
indecently in this situation, it would have been reason enough
for me to force them to go back. However they all kept perfectly
quiet as they knew me thoroughly.

I was still in my angry mood when the plane landed at the
international airport of Kathmandu. When the door of the plane
opened, I saw red carpet already laid down below as if there were
a formal welcome reserved for state visitors. Assuming that all
this was intended for my friends, I hurriedly stepped aside to let
them go first. But they told me it was for me, which made me
more embarrassed. Nepalese high-ranking officials were wait-
ing at the foot of the staircase. Among them I could see the Min-
ister of Culture, with whom I had requested an audience but was
refused. So I could not help but lead the delegation down the
airplane, assuming a very bold manner. They offered each of us
a wreath of flowers as was the Nepalese custom. After that came
a welcoming ceremony in accordance with protocol. Michel,
who was a former French student of mine and currently a
member of Unesco Cultural Exchange Program, Whispered into
my ears when standing behind me.

"Master, you look great when you walk except that your
trouser legs are not of equal lengths". I looked down and saw that
he was right. It might be that while we were on the plane, I was
so upset that I unconsciously rolled one of the legs up. After the

13



formal welcoming ceremony, the two sides sat down and began
the working session in a very joyous and open atmosphere,
which helped to wipe out all my concerns without me knowing
it. But at the end of the meeting, I felt tense again as the
Nepalese reception committee made this announcement:

"His Majesty the King and His Excellency the Prime
Minister would like to invite you to stay at the State Guest
Residence".

"No. Thank you. Not for me. I'm just an ordinary person and
[ would like to stay somewhere else. These friends of mine, who
work for international organizations, are guests of the
government and they are to stay there. We will get in touch with
each other by telephone. We will be fine."

The Nepalese did not agree and I did not give in either. A
compromise was finally reached and arrangements were made
for me to stay at the Yak Yati Hotel, a well-known five-star hotel
in Kathmandu, which specially hosted state visitors of the
Nepalese government. The hotel offered special services and
was always securely guarded.

No sooner had the accommodation matter been resolved than
another problem arose. My friends said, "The King is going to
give you a private audience tomorrow afternoon, and after that
there's going to be a ceremony. You are to officially receive the
land grant documents. Representatives of mass media agencies
are going to be invited to the ceremony".
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Having heard this I felt very anxious because everything seemed
to have reached a high level of importance. But all this was my
friends' initiative. They wanted to give publicity to this event
through local and international mass media. In this way they
believed they could arouse the interest of the Buddhist
Community in the world in the cause of safeguarding and
developing the hallowed site of Lumbini. I was completely
against this initiative, therefore I said to them, "I want to
proceed quietly at this stage and we would give it publicity
when we have accomplished it. We may have obstacles ahead of
us. If we make a lot of noise about it right now we will lose face
when we cannot overcome difficulties and fail. We may then be
considered as liars".

We discussed an argued with each other for over three hours
but failed to arrive at a consensus. However I came up with a
proposal,

"All right, I agreed to meet the king but the signing
formalities will be carried out between me and the
representatives of the Nepalese government without the pres-
ence of the mass media people."

They finally agreed to my proposal. The next day, when the
formalities had been completed I was taken on a special flight to
Lumbini so that I could choose the plot of land I liked. I was so
happy because although I had been to Lumbini several times
before, this was the first time [ could have a panoramic view from
the air of the holy site where the Lord Buddha was born. | was so
excited that I said to the pilot, "Would you please telephone and
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ask your leaders if they could grant me this whole area of land?
I would be able to transform Lumbini into a park of
international standard."

The pilot was flabbergasted at my idea, "That is impossi-
ble, Sir. We have been told to help you choose a plot of land of
not more than two hectares."

I had in fact expressed my desire | uncontrollable
excitement. | was really more than happy with just two hectares
of land. I then asked the pilot to fly low above the ground and
make several rounds over the land so that I could have a close
observation at the area below. In the end I decided to choose the
piece of land near the sacred site where Lord Buddha was born.
I though that in the future it would be convenient for the
Buddhists who stayed at the Vietnam Monastery to go to the
holy site to worship the Buddha. After that the pilot informed
his commander by phone that the land had been chosen and its
location marked on the map. He landed at the Bhairahawa
airport of Lumbini.

[ was then taken by jeep to the plot so that I could have a
close look at it. Upon arriving, I was so disappointed and felt
an unspeakable sorrow when I discovered that the piece of land
I had chosen so carefully turned out to be an arca of ponds and
lakes! I walked back and forth round the place, letting out sighs
of utter despair. | was thinking of asking them to allow me to
choose a different plot but I dared not because I remembered
that the pilot had reported to the land grant committee and
necessary documents had probably been prepared. Seeing the
SOITOW on my
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face, the pilot came near me and said, "Sir, you have chosen a
very good plot of land". "How do you know it was good?"
was surprised and wanted to know. "There is plenty of water
here and this is a sign showing that the Vietnam pagoda to be
built here will have very good chance for development."

Upon hearing these words I suddenly felt happy and decided
to give up the idea of asking for a change, which, if I had
pursued, would very likely have made things more
complicated.

Once we obtained the land, we had to think about building
the pagoda as soon as possible as my friends suggested:

"We have to start building the pagoda the sooner the better.
Because if we left the land unoccupied for a certain period of
time the Nepalese government would take it back." But the
biggest problem was where the finance would come from. My
friends reassured me, "Don't worry, Master. We promise you we
will try to find the way out when we return to our countries. We
will send you the money within two month's time". Knowing my
hesitation, they went on advising me, "You should organize the
ground-breaking ceremony for the construction of the pagoda
by all means. You had better invite representatives of different
embassies and of the central government to attend the ceremony.
This way they would know that the construction of the pagoda
had already been officially started".

I agreed to their ideas and asked them to share the work with me.

"All right. I'll be the chief celebrant of the ceremony. Would
you please send invitations to embassies, representatives of the
Nepalese central and local governments as well as
representatives of religious organizations?"
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At that time this area was covered with trees and thick bushes.
There were many lakes and ponds and furthermore, there was
no tarred road. What was even worse was the weather. It rained
continually for several days when it was near the time of the
ceremony. If it kept raining until that day, I was afraid, it would
be impossible to have offerings made and rituals performed. I
was so worried that I burnt three incense sticks and started
praying: "We are all people with our heart and soul devoted to
the construction of a pagoda on this sacred site. May the
Buddhas, the Boddhisatvas, the Dragon Deities, the Dhamma
Protectors, please give us the blessings so that we can have fine
weather for the ground-breaking ceremony?"

Amazingly my prayers brought about miraculous results and
we had a few days of sunshine just before the ceremony. And the
ceremony day was also a fine day with the ground all dry.

I strongly believed in the good effects brought about by the
presence of virtuous and generous people at the site when we
started building something. Their blessed virtues would help
greatly. Therefore I personally went to invite an eminent monk
of great blessed virtues named Ven.U Nyaneinda (popularly
known as Superior Monk) to attend the ceremony in the role of
the chief celebrant of the ceremony. He was the abbot of the
Myanmar

Monastery and concurrently President of the World Buddhist
Council in Bodh Gaya. [ also invited several prestigious monks
of different nationalities to come to chant suttas and recite
mantras during the ground-breaking ceremony.
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[ had been instructed by my own master that the rituals we
should perform when we started a building project must in-
clude walking clockwise around the building site three to seven
times while chanting suttas and reciting mantras. The problem
was this construction site was covered with water from ponds
and lakes and walking around it meant we had to wade into the
water. I myself would be ready to do that but would the other
monks not mind? [ insisted:

"Master, I bow to you and beg you to do me a favor. I'd
appreciate it very much if you could wade into the water three
times around this plot of land."

But they refused.

Then the superior Monk put forth a suggestion,

"I think we can have four bamboo sticks planted at the four
corners of the plot of land and these sticks will be connected to
each other by a thread. If you hold one end of the thread while
you recite suttas and mantras, they will be transmitted through
the thread. The effects will be the same as if we walked around
the land"

Although this suggestion sounded sensible, I somehow felt
worried because I was afraid that a bird might fly past the place
and might break the thread. That would have been a very bad
omen. That's why I try to insist one more time. Finally the
master monk came up with a question that made me give up.

"I am sorry, sir. It's alright with you because you are wear-
ing trousers. How can we wade into the water while we are
wearing sarongs?"
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So I was obliged to do as suggested. We recited the suttas
while sitting on the road and not walking around the plot of
land as we were supposed to. I felt anxious but could not do
otherwise.

However, when I had just finished one passage of the sutta,
a miracle occurred. A native Nepalese riding on an elephant
came slowly towards us from the south. I immediately came
up to him and asked him where he was heading. He said he was
on his way to work in the forest. He happened to go past this
place and saw the gathering of people. That was why he
stopped by to have a look. I then asked him if he was kind
enough to let the monks have a ride on his elephant and go
round the plot of land a few times. He gladly agreed.

Then the chief celebrant of the ceremony climbed onto the
elephant and seated himself imposingly on its back. The elephant
stared walking leisurely amidst the monotonous sutta recitation.
I was so deeply touched by this sight. What was most surprising
to me was that some of the Nepalese who had gathered to see
the ceremony suddenly burst into tears. | wondered why they
were sobbing while I was so happy. [ later found out that to the
people in this region, such an event was a miracle.

"Master, the appearance of an elephant in such a ceremony
signifies a very good omen. A long time ago, Queen Maya saw
an elephant in her dream and after that she gave birth to Prince
Siddhatta. This time the elephant appeared while we were
carrying out the ceremony. Therefore we are sure that your
construction work will be completely successtul”
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These words made me so happy. After the monks had fin-
ished their sutta recitation, the elephant rider insisted that I take
a ride together with him on the elephant. I could not help but ac-
cept his request. The elephant headed south and the spectacular
snowy Himalayas behind us were displaying their marvelous
beauty in the early morning sun. [ was gazing appreciatively at
the natural beauty of the landscape and at the same time
experiencing with deep emotions the amazing miracles that had
happened. My heart was filled with an immense joy.

While sitting on the elephant | chanted a passage of the
Samanta-Mukuha Sutta and recited mantras. The strange thing
was that the elephant rider took me impulsively around the plot
of land on which the Vietnam Buddhist Pagoda was to be built,
not only one time but three times. What was even stranger was
he did not stop after going round the land three times, but kept
on going to the Ashoka Stone Phillar. I was so deeply
impressed by everything that had just happened that I felt
completely stupefied. So when we arrived at the hallowed site
where the Lord Buddha was born, I solemnly prostrated myself
and prayed under my breath:

"I have just witnessed wonderful miracles happening.
Therefore I would like to take a vow to stay here in order to build
the Vietnam Buddhist Monastery, the first international Buddhist
monastery in the place where the Lord Buddha was born."
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To show my gratitude to the elephant mahout, I generously
gave him 500 rupees (roughly equivalent to SUS 10), which
was a big sum compared to a labor day's pay of the local
villagers, but he refused to take the money. This did enhance
my belief in miracles.

I then went back to the place where the ceremony had just
taken place. People were having lunch. I was so overjoyed at
what had happened 1 did not feel like eating. When they
finished lunch and were ready to leave, I stood up and made
this important announcement:

"I have decided to stay here."

It was an incredible announcement indeed. Upon hearing
this, all the monks were stunned. They were worried that |
would have to face with many hardships and many
unpredictable problems if I stayed by myself in this place
which was still desolate and full of dangers.

"Don't worry for me, please. [ will have a tent set up for me
to live in." I reassured them.

The Superior Monk was the first one to speak his mind out,

"You insist on staying here by yourself but do you know exactly
how much money you've got now?"
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[ searched all my pockets and I found out [ had only $US 60
left. Everybody thought that staying in this desolate place while
having only that small sum on oneself would be an extremely
reckless action indeed. Therefore they all tried to persuade me for
almost two hours to give up my idea of staying here by myself
and to leave for Bodh Gaya together with them. Some of them
even promised they would come back here with me a few
months later to help me build the monastery if | agreed to leave
with them now. They said we would be very well prepared for
the job at that time. Still, I refused to change my mind.

"I'm very well aware that a miracle will happen; therefore I
have made a wow to stay and I cannot do otherwise now."

They were all utterly disappointed with my adventurous
decision. Probably because they were all deeply touched they
chanted together the Maka Mangala Sutta to pray for the
accomplishment of my vow. Ven.U Pawara, Ven. Nanda and
Ven. U Thoundara all earnestly reminded me that I should be
very vigilant because there were plenty of poisonous snakes in
this area. They also warned me about wild beasts in the nearby
forests that occasionally came here seeking prey. | was deeply
moved and very grateful for their kindness and their care for me.

Nevertheless no one knew I had an invaluable asset: that was
my strong will, my determination and my absolute faith in
miracles. All this helped me overcome worries regarding lack of
basic amenities and money. | therefore felt very relaxed and
did not in the least worried about the many dangers and
obstacles that might be waiting ahead.
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I also cherished the hope that what | was going to do would not
be confined to the building of the Vietnam Buddhist monastery
on Buddha's land, but could be more extensive. This would be
the same as a sound which, thanks to ripple effect, could reach
many people's ears, just as Prof. Asha Ram Shakya,
representative of the Nepalese royal government said in his
speech made at the ground-breaking ceremony:

"By bravely overcoming all the obstacles and hardships to
start building the first international Buddhist monastery in the
hallowed place where the Lord Buddha was born, the Vietnam
Buddhist monastery has opened a new golden page in the
history of world Buddhism. This is something we are all proud
of. I would like to call on the Federation of Buddhist
Associations of Nepal and other countries in the world to
follow the example of the Vietnam Buddhist Pagoda in order to
work together for the cause of safeguarding and developing
Lumbini"
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The establishment of an international zone of
Buddhist monasteries

The construction of Vietnam Buddhist Monastery in
Lumbini brought me a great deal of hard labor, numerous
problems to worry about and quite a lot of strain.

Although I was the founding father, it took more than ten
years for the Vietnamese monastery to be completed with the
money | had earned form my teaching job and the contributions
from Buddhists worldwide, while some of the other monasteries
had come into being in a short time, thanks to the government
funding of their countries. However, it was only a matter of time
and I kept on believing the construction of my monastery would
be miraculously completed

In the early days, apart from considerable financial
difficulties, another big problem was that, although I had
enough money to build an imposing, splendid monastery,
extremists and
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ill-willed local residents would try to give me trouble to such a
degree that I could not stand any longer and had to leave.

That was what made me uneasy and worried. | continued
with my daily sessions of chanting suttas, reciting mantras and
the Buddhas' name and sitting in meditation in the hope of
finding an optimal solution for the effective protection and
development of Lumbimi. And I did find it at last.

To this day, I still remember it was the full-moon night of
October 1993. After chanting suttas, reciting mantras and the
Buddhas' names and sitting in meditation, it occurred to my
mind this idea: we must try to found an international zone of
Buddhist monasteries in this land. This meant we had to
persuade every country to build a monastery of its own in this
place, which, most importantly, must be constructed by its
citizens themselves so that it might have greater significance,
and particularly, the holy site might be well protected. It was
quite simple that if the construction was carried out at the
expense of a country, it would be quickly completed and the
monastery would be well preserved.

With the existence of its own monastery in Lumbimi, each
country with its whole people would naturally have a deep
attachment to this sacred area.

So, I immediately started to set up an "International
Committee of Messengers", whose members were chosen
among those working for international organizations in order to
conduct campaigns in various countries. These people had the
same wish for the development of Lumbini.
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Personally, I tried my best to make use of my relationships in
order to enlist the participation in this program by different
governments and Buddhist organizations around the world.

After many years of my steadfast and tireless endeavour to
achieve this goal, the result obtained was far beyond my
expectations: altogether, 19 projects to build monasteries and
cultural facilities of various countries have been executed or
are underway.

Japan has finished constructing her Great Stupa for Peace
and put into operation a library and a museum of international
stature. The Myanmar government and people have completed
the construction of their Great Stupa and a size able monastery.

The Thai Royal Family and the Thai government together
with its people are expediting the construction of a large,
imposing monastery. The Chinese government and the Buddhist
Association of China have completed in a short time the
building of a lovely, magnificent monastery modeled on the
design of The Shaolin Temple and located next to Vietnam
Buddhist Monastery.

The government and people of Sri Lanka are constructing a
monastery of considerable size. As for Korea, it has a large-scale
program to build a huge monastery whose main hall can
accommodate as many as four thousand people. Buddhist
Associations of Germany, France ... are also exerting
themselves to construct their own monasteries. Recently, the
Mongol President and the
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Queen of Bhutan have personally been to Nepal and got land
grants to have their monasteries built before long, near Viet-
nam Buddhist Monastery.

[ am hoping that, in the near future, I will be able to
persuade the USA and Russia to have their monasteries
constructed in Lumbini. As for the powers which used to
supply military facilities to Vietnam in the past war, we should
urge them on and support them in many ways in bringing their
own monasteries into existence in the Holy Land.

As far as | remember, when 1 performed the ground
breaking ceremony for the first international monastery to be
built in Lumbimi on 23 September 1993 (the eighth day of the
eighth month, Qui Dau lunar year) this area was still a marshy
land with a poor traffic system, lacking in basic amenities of a
civilized life such as electricity and water.

Ten years passed, fraught with innumerable problems and
enormous demands of energies, especially the trouble we had
going to different countries so as to conduct steadfast
campaigns. Now, looking back at the result obtained, I am
really filled of a tremendous joy. At present, Lumbini 1s mak-
g quite a few breakthroughs. It has been supplied with elec-
tricity and drinking water, domestic and international telephone
lines and even mobile phones as well as the Internet. The road
network has been expanded to reach all the scattered
monasteries in the area. Temple construction projects of
different countries have created thousands of jobs not just for
foreign workers but also the local residents and the boom in
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associated services has brought animation and prosperity to the
neighboring areas.

This is really a miracle, which left King Birendra himself in
stupefaction during his lifetime and has astonished many
successive Prime Ministers of Nepal in recent years whenever
they come here to see with their own eyes the outstanding
development of Lumbini.

It is both a pride and a blessing for our people that, for the
first time in history, Vietnamese people have partly contributed
their energies to the establishment of a group of international
Buddhist monasteries in the sacred area, which has been
acknowledged as part of the cultural heritage of humanity.

Thus, among the four most important Buddhist holy sites,
the Vietnam Buddhist Monastery has appeared in two of them,
which are Bodh Gaya in India and Lumbini in the Kingdom of
Nepal.
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Where there is good earth,
there are birds' roosts

In the first few days I spent in Lumbini, I noticed that this
land was not home to many species of birds. One morning, in
the second year, hardly had I stepped out of my tent when I
was amazed to catch sight of two unusually large birds stand-
ing right in front of me. [ was 1, 68 meters tall and those birds
were of an even greater height.

At first, I was frightened, wondering whether they were
ghosts that appeared to threaten me. I rushed into the tent and
promptly took a log for self-defense in case they launched an
attack. Once realizing that no harm could be done to me, |
started looking out. I had traveled extensively around the
world, read numerous books and found many rare species of
birds but never had I seen such tall and beautiful creatures. By
association, they reminded me of the huge man-eating eagles
mentioned in legends. Through close observation these two
birds had grayish plumages adorned with a ring round their
necks, which lent them the gracefulness of a girl spruced up
with a dainty chain. It assured me to notice their gentle manners
and the friendly look in their eyes.

30



After a while, they started to fly away one behind the other,
their wings flapping in rhythmic movements through the air,
in an indescribably noble demeanor.

I consulted dictionaries in the library and found out that they
belonged to the species of Sarus Crane which averages
approximately 1.7 meters in height and about 9 kg in weight.

The Sarus Crane is the tallest bird in the world and tends to
live in single pairs. Indeed, this is the image of happiness and
the symbol of harmony in life.

I then started making contact with world environmental
organizations and learned from them that this species was
extremely rare and on the brink of extinction. The first
advantage I benefited from the appearance of the Sarus Crane
in this place was that the event gave me the opportunity to
broaden my circle of friends among members of world
environmental organizations and it was the very reason why
they came to Lumbini.

My study points out that there exist about 15 different
species of cranes in the world. In China, for instance, there is
a special race known as the red-crowned crane, which has a
pointed top on its head. In African countries such as Togo,
Zaire, Tanzania ... there is the black-necked crane, and a kind
of red-crowned crane exists in Congo, in southern Africa. In
addition, in Siberia there is the white crane which makes annual
migrations to Nepal and India to find a temporary shelter from
the icy cold weather. In southern Canada, the sandy crane is
found with its plumage dotted with tiny spots about the size of
a grain of sand and it tends
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to migrate to Florida for warm weather. At an altitude of
approximately 6000-7000 meters in the Himalayas, there exists
the black-headed crane.

In Vietnam itself, there is the red-headed crane, which I think
should be called the Vietnamese Sarus Crane. This race is not as
tall as the one currently living in Lumbini. | prefer the second
appellation, which is meant to convey the national pride of
Vietnam in boasting such a beautiful species of birds despite the
face that it has never bred in this country because of bad
environmental conditions. As a general rule, Vietnamese Sarus
Cranes only stop in this region for a while during the season of
shallow water-monthly in Tram Chim in Dong Thap province
until the onset of the flooding season when they fly to Cambodia.

After traveling extensively around the world to observe
cranes, | have discovered the specific characteristics of each
species in respect of its style of flying and alighting as well as
its call. Particularly, the Sarus Crane is not only the tallest bird
in the world but also the most intelligent of all species.

Sarus Cranes nest mostly in areas of shallow water and live
in wetlands. The usefulness of this kind of flooded land has not
yet been assessed rightly by some who think wetlands only
produce stink, dirty mud and stagnant water. In actual fact, they
have a positive impact on the global environment, helping to
regulate the climate and keep the equilibrium of nature. My study
points out that 70% of species of fish breed in wetlands before
they move from there into rivers and seas. That is the very rea-
son why we must have national and international programs for
the preservation of wetlands which are now decreasing in size.
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President of the Association
of Bird Guards

From the day when the Sarus Cranes appeared in Lumbini,
while [ had my hands full with all the work to do, I assumed
another job, which was ... guarding birds, I formed a section
exclusively responsible for the protection of the sarus cranes
and of which I was an enthusiastic member.

Having observed them over years, | could easily tell the
male from the female. Unlike humans, among whom women
commonly tend to be more attractive than men, the male sarus
crane conversely has a much more glamorous appearance and
a much statelier carriage than the female. Particularly, his
plumage is more velvety and the red ring round his neck larger.

[t is such a dreamy scene to watch a male's courtship of a
female, which is displayed exactly the same way as a hero
courting a fair lady. The male flies about in circles with out
spread wings, essentially aiming at boasting about all his
majesty while the female, being still reticent about her display
of love, shyly keeps her head inclined to gaze at him with
veneration.
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Then, once the pairing formation is done, they start to keep
company with each other all the time, closely attached to each
other like humans. When they are on the move, the male crane
always flies in front just the same as an experienced gentleman
who protects and leads the way for his companion behind.

Every year, when the rainy season comes-around June-the
sarus crane begins to lay eggs. The pair carefully chooses good
places for nesting. Both members fly to and from a certain
place scores of times, thoroughly observing the neighboring
areas. They leave at once if they feel something unsafe. Like
humans, who must find ways to address themselves to every
threat posed to their lives; the sarus cranes tend to get several
nesting sites ready, which, in my judgment, is meant to
disorientate intruders.

However, | managed to predict exactly the place they would
decide on for their nest to be built before the female reached the
egg date. This caused a big surprise to the local residents as
well as the ones from the monastery who followed me for the
protection of the birds.

[ only had to pay attention to the pair. Any place that they
visited most frequently with a deep attachment and prepared
with great care was sure to be the site they would opt for and
use during the breeding period. The male went and fetched
every bit of straw to make a high and dry pile for the female to
lie on. Particularly, the male was very fussy. He selected every
bit of straw and checked by shaking it with his bill several
times until it was cleared of all insects and dirt.
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During the period of egg-laying, both members of a pair of
sarus were in a noticeable state of anxiety. Sometimes 1
observed another pair standing in a distance looking worriedly
at the eggs; perhaps they were afraid to lose their offspring.
During the brooding period they experienced terrible suffering
if they got their eggs eaten by wild animals or stolen by humans.
Their eyes had a sorrowful look and both of them uttered
plaintive long calls, and they buried their heads under their
wings, overwhelmed with an inconsolable grief.

For this very reason, every time a female bird finished lay-
ing eggs. | immediately had a thatch cottage constructed in a
hurry, about seven or eight meters away from the site and posted
guards day and night. We proceeded with the work quite
urgently in order to shorten the length of their anxiety. As from
completion of the cottage and with our protective presence by
their side, the pair of sarus gradually regained their calm.

The same thing goes for humans as well. In an unstable
society, the citizens tend to suffer from anxiety. In a disturbed
environment, the residents tend to be agitated. And likewise in
a family, only those children who live in a harmonious setting
may enjoy spiritual well-being.

A sarus crane lays two eggs at most at one time. Incubation
1s done by the female while the male walks around the nest,
assuming the task of protecting its loved ones and ready to attack
to the utmost any other animal trying to come near. When the
female 1s tired and gets out of the nest (I guessed her long legs
make her uncomfortable) the male takes over and sits on the eggs.
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Interestingly enough, the male sarus crane resembles humans
in character. While the mother bird devotedly spends hour after
hour performing incubation, the father only takes his mate's
place reluctantly when she is off for food. Upon seeing her
coming back, he "gives up his seat" to her in a hurry. Thus, this
fact is also another good way to tell their sexes apart, only 1f we
observe them perform incubation.

Lazy as he i1s with "household chores", the male sarus crane,
like all good men, has a high sense of responsibility in
protecting his loved ones. When they are attacked, the male
utters very loud calls, outspreads his wings and throws himself
into his adversary with extreme violence while the female keeps
up her guard to protect her chicks. Seeing such positions, even
a savage wolf must be intimidated and withdraws although the
birds would be unable to cope with if a wolf actually launched
a violent attack. The same thing goes for humans: sarus cranes
will attack anyone who tries to approach them.

There occasionally occurred another interesting thing. After
having finished laying, the female sarus crane had a visit from
other pairs which came from elsewhere, flapping their wings in
rhythmic movements; performing beautiful dance steps and
producing pleasant sounds. I guessed that was the congratula-
tory ritual performed by related sarus cranes in celebration of the
nestling' birth. The event lasted 5 minutes and then visitors
started flying in circles for a while before leaving.

After a period of 29 to 35 days, the eggs hatched out. The pair
of cranes stayed on for about a week before moving to another
place they found safer. It was a likeable sight to watch sarus
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cranes feeding their young. They were very punctual. Every time
the male was out to get feeds, I took a count of time by my watch
to see him back after 15 minutes or so. They same happened to
the female, with a difference of no more than one minute.

The sarus crane feeds on water chestnuts, plant roots and
insects. Nature creates these lovely birds and endows them with
an aptitude for self-reliance which keeps them from being a
source of trouble or a burden to humans.

Just a few days after hatching, the chicks start to receive
lessons that their parents take turn giving the same way as
humans do. During the walking lesson, the father sarus stands
aside and watches while the mother bird instructs her young in
how to walk short distances. The next day the mother trains
them to walk longer distances and by this way, their progress
improves in learning how to fly.

The sarus crane also has an original method of training their
young to swim. The female stands on the bank and watches to,
act as a role model for the baby birds when the chicks are over
there weeks old, the pair share the care of the young, each
member taking charge of a chick.

After living in the affectionate protection for about eight
months, the grown-up chick leaves its nest for good in search of
an independent life and this is the biggest event in its life. Such
a parting always gave us, me as well as my disciples, a deep
impression, joy mixed with sadness.

On that day, the pair together with their young had a good time
singing and dancing merrily, which produced quite a beautiful
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scene of happiness. After that, all of them started spreading
their wings to fly off in two different directions, the pair
traveling together and the chick following the other route by
itself in search of its nuptial bliss.

Each pair of sarus cranes has their own territory. Most
exciting was the occasion when I managed to follow a fight
picked by a jealous crane. One day I caught sight of two sarus
cranes involved in a violent in a violent battle the same way as
two fighting cocks. Nearby, another crane stood and watched
from a distance. | was somewhat surprised, wondering where
the third bird had come from because. I knew very well that only
two sarus cranes were living in the northern part of the region.

By observing thoroughly through my binoculars, I
discovered that both sides were of the female sex.

The fight ended with no winner and then the third bird went
away. | made inquiries and the local residents told me that a
female sarus had come to live alone in the southern part of the
region three months before. I guessed she might be that same
third bird in the scene I had followed the previous day, so I kept
a close eye on her.

As a matter of fact, she appeared at the roosting site of the
pair in the northern part of the region two days later while the
wife sarus was out for food. Thus, the single female had a great
time together with the husband sarus. All of a sudden, the wife
bird came back and surprised her. A scuffle broke out so
violently that the amorous male dared not intervene, doing
nothing but bustling outside and crying for help.
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Nevertheless, this was only an exceptional case. Generally,
sarus cranes are very faithful mates.

Like humans, sarus cranes show friendliness to those who
care for and protect them but, conversely, they behave quiet
violently towards those who mean them harm. They frequently
paid visits to Vietnam Buddhist Monastery and showed me a
deep attachment. Whenever they were under threat, the sarus
cranes would flew to the monastery located as far as nearly
twenty kilometers from their roosting places as if seeking
protection even at late hours during the night.

I only needed to hear their calls to guess their emotional
states. They sounded differently, very pure when they were in a
good mood, plaintive when they were sad, and not the same in
moments of anger or fright. These calls produced a mutual
effect; one generated another in response. The sarus cranes
tended to exhibit all their feelings, joy and sorrow alike. Cheer-
ful, they danced and sang with their wings outspread; sad, they
sobbed, their head buried under their wings, and it sometimes
happened that they stumbled along, going with out food and
drink.

Every time a sarus crane came to entreat help, I immediately
told a man to get to the site on a bicycle or a motorbike so as to
investigate and deal with the problem. That was why a number
of walkie-talkies were made available in our monastery for the
convenience of communication. If that was a local resident
lurking around to steal the eggs, I promptly informed the local
authorities about the incident, asking for their intervention.
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A major threat to the birds of the Lumbini came from the
criss-cross of high-voltage electric wires in the sky. It was an
utterly interesting and lovely sight to watch a sarus crane let-
ting itself down to alight with fluent movements and out spread
wings.

Unfortunately, this was also a cause of unjust death for some
birds which got caught on the wires.

In early June 2000, a pair of sarus cranes came to nest right
in the grounds of Lumbini Vietnam Buddhist Monastery. What
a heart-rending occurrence when, before his mate's egg date, a
male sarus was killed by an electric shock as he was about to
land on the ground. We buried the bird's dead body with the
Buddhist ritual as performed for a human. During the follow-
ing week, the female came to the site of the accident every morn-
ing, uttering mournful calls. On those days, everyone in the
monastery experienced such a deep sorrow as if they had been
in mourning, especially whenever they heard the doleful calls
of the solitary female bird. Most pitiably, from that day on,
every time she wanted to fly up, she ran for a distance with her
head bent down and did not start rising skywards until she had
got clear of the criss-cross of wires. This proved this species of
birds was of special intelligence, for it was obvious that she
could realize the cause of her life companion's death.

I have tried my best to campaign and hope that, some day
when the economy of Nepal has improved, the local authorities
and central government will work out a scheme to replace the
existing electric wire network by an underground one.
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Protecting the sarus cranes

Among the threats to the sarus cranes, the most dangerous
one came from humans. Since their appearance, the Vietnam
Buddha Land Monastery had become a place of attraction for
numerous visitors. Furthermore, rumors about a variety of
strange birds that came to live near the monastery made local
people flock to this place to see them.

Then, without any foundation, rumor had it that one could
have a lifespan of 500 years by eating sarus crane eggs or of
700 years by eating their meat. Thus the lives of these charm-
ing and gentle creatures were seriously threatened. A number of
people stole their eggs and tried to hunt them stealthily.

From then on, all of us, master and disciples alike, had to
endure tremendous hardships in protecting these birds. Our
ten-odd people had to cope with hundreds of malefactors
lurking around the place day and night. As soon as one of the
birds laid its eggs, we had to start drawing up a plan for
guarding them. However, an oversight or a light sleep by a
guardian might result in some eggs stolen.
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The protection of the cranes made me waste a great deal of
time, money and energy. I called upon the local authorities and
the press as well to make it a policy to list these birds as a
species needing special protection and issue a decree prescrib-
ing penalties for all acts of harming the sarus cranes. Penalties
for catching or hunting sarus cranes could be heavy fine or even
Imprisonment.

However, all our efforts were in vain and eggs were still
stolen. Every time eggs were stolen we searched the thieves as
we would have done with a "kidnap". In cooperation with the
police we tracked them down but how could we retrieve the
eggs when they were already in their stomach. At times we
managed to find egg shells buried in the ground and the culprit
would never be caught.

As a nature and animal lover, I really felt painfully sad. I
usually shed tears of sorrow each time | knew some eggs were
stolen. Some of my students said jokingly that [ was indebted to
these birds and as a consequence I had to suffer for them. At
that time, 1t seemed nothing could be done in our power to solve
the problem. The malefactors, once released from prison,
continued their evil act of hunting the cranes.

[ firmly believed in the holiness of the hallowed site where
the Lord Buddha was born, therefore whenever [ met with a big
problem I came there to say prayers. This time I reverentially
walked around the Ashoka Stone Pillar praying the holy
divinities for a particular power that would enable me to keep
the sarus cranes safe.
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After having sent up my sincere prayers, | went back to the
monastery and prepared an announcement in Nepalese with the
contents as followed: The cranes in this area were very divine.
They brought peace where they came. They were rare birds;
only a very small number of them were left in the world now.
The fact that they came and made their homes here was a good
omen for the local inhabitants. People were warned that those
who harmed them would receive heavy punishments: Those
who ate the cranes' eggs would have their bodies covered with
scabies; those who killed them would have misfortune befallen
them in three of their lives.

The announcement was widely disseminated in the whole
area and it did produce a positive effect. Many people seemed
to believe what was said in the announcement and the number
of egg thefts decreased. Nevertheless cranes eggs were still
stolen by a few who would not believe.

About two weeks later, it happened that a workman in the
Japan monastery and an employee in the Vietnam monastery
had their hands and arms all covered with scabies. They were
so frightened that they immediately came to me and the abbot
of the Japan monastery, Ven. Nabatame, to acknowledge their
wrongdoing. They had actually stolen eggs. The news spread
rapidly and consequently the situation got much better.

Before long, another problem arose. Groups of children
went together hunting the cranes. Again I had a hard time try-
ing to discuss with the local police to find ways to stop that but
nothing could be done.
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We tried to persuade the locals to realize that the sarus cranes
could bring peace and prosperity to the people in this area.
Besides I persistently used educational measures such as show-
ing films, exhibiting pictures, giving talks... At the same time
we organized bird painting competitions with a view to educat-
ing the children the love of nature, the respect for life including
that of animals. I instructed the villagers how to explore the
behavior of the cranes and as a result they felt some loving
attachment to the birds. It was thanks to these efforts that the
hunting of the cranes finally creased.

The cranes were indeed the envoys of good will. They made
people come closer to nature. It was thanks to them that I had the
opportunity to live closer to the children and to know better
about the lives of the poor villagers in this locality.

Once a pair of sarus cranes were found dead bitten by snakes.
I brought the helpless baby cranes to the monastery and cared
for them. When the baby birds grew up, I also trained them to
walk, to fly, in exactly the same manner as their parent cranes
would have done. I had observed closely how they did. Broth-
ers in the monastery and even some villagers could not help
laughing when they saw me running with short steps ahead of
the birds with my arms stretched and then moving up and down
when I trained them to fly. My training method proved effective
and before long the baby cranes were able to fly and then they
started flying far.

The locals realized my love for the cranes so they brought
me any orphaned baby bird they could find and I gave them
some money as a reward. I have cared for ten of them in all.
Whenever
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[ had to go away on business, I took them to some-one and
asked him/her to take care of them. I always paid them for the
work. The birds in my care were all named and had special
marks made in the feet.

At present, the sarus crane population in Lumbini has
increased to 44. They live in scattered places around the area.
Each pair have their own land, completely private to them and
no other birds could come near or intrude into it.

In the rainy season of 2003, three pairs of sarus cranes came
and built their nests near the Vietnam Buddha Land Monastery
in Lumbini and laid 6 eggs. This event brought great joy to all
of us in the monastery and also to our friends, who love sarus
cranes so much.

Recently | had to go away on business. When I was getting
ready to set out early in the morning, a flock of ten cranes
suddenly appeared and circled in the sky over the Vietnam
Monastery creating a dream-like beautiful sight. All the
members of the monastery stopped working and went out to
contemplate the superb scene. In an instant, everybody forgot
about their worldly life and let their souls wander as if they were
being lost in a fairy land.

I left the monastery in an emotional state of mind and
whether my friends had come to see me off. That was why some
of my brothers said jokingly that on my death, sarus cranes
would come to bid farewell to me. What they said seemed to be
a good wish for me and this prospect made me very happy think
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ing that my death would turn out to be very poetical and
extremely romantic.

While I was interested in the sarus cranes, I discovered the
presence of another species of birds in Lumbini, which I named
Elegant birds. By the time the female bird was about to lay eggs,
the male started to build nests. The most interesting thing was
it built nine or ten nests at the same time for its mate to choose
from as it pleased. Once the female had made her choice, the
male destroyed all the other nests.

There was another strange species of birds which the Indians
called "Sky Collapse Fearing" birds. These birds were very
sensitive. Before sleeping at night, they often soared above their
nests making several circles and watching carefully for any sign
of possible danger. At night if you saw them suddenly flying up
from their nests, you would know they felt something threatening.
They had an unusual sleeping position; they lay on their back
with their legs up in the air as if they wanted to prop the sky up
and prevent it from collapsing. That was why they were given
the funny name.

In this area there was also a kind of white cranes with their
spotlessly white and extremely beautiful plumage. They were
migratory birds from Siberia; they came and stayed here for a
few months a year in the winter. After giving birth to their
young, they together flew back to their native land. At the
present time we are working in association with ecologists to
conduct an investigation into the migration route of these birds
by having signal transmitters attached to them.
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A few years after the sarus cranes first appeared, the
temperament of the local inhabitants became much gentler, the
slaughter of sentient beings was remarkably reduced and the
people tended to develop love for wildlife. The sarus cranes are
indeed a species of birds that bring good omens. Perhaps that is
why in some religions, cranes are worshipped as holy birds. If
everybody were fully aware of the need to protect these
precious and rare birds, their number would certainly be
increased and as a result all sentient beings would be able to
enjoy a peaceful life.

Nature has indeed created beautiful landscapes and creatures
that we will not be able to discover unless we have our heart set
on exploring it and living close to it. Probably a costly
sightseeing tour would not provide you with any remarkable
impression; but if you can spend several days staying close to
these little charming birds and taking good care of them, they
will certainly give you nice memories and help you develop in
yourself compassion and forgiveness.

These beautiful cranes brought me a great deal of joy. Early
in the morning when the daylight was still dim and everything
outdoors was still covered in a layer of dew, I sat quietly by a
cup of tea waiting to see flocks of cranes soaring up into the
sky, and flying over the rolling snowy mountains. At that time
[ felt an extraordinary peaceful feeling in my heart. These were
really the wonderful images that could never be expressed fully
even in movies. Then, at sunset, those flocks of cranes returned
together. This delightful and peaceful scene produced in me so
many feelings of happiness while I was living here.
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The Vietnam Bridge of Compassion
over the peaceful river

The deadly river.
Not only did the sarus cranes fill us with joy, they also
helped me do some good deeds for all.

At one time, the construction of the monastery was
temporarily suspended due to our financial exhaustion. Taking
full advantage of my spare time, [ went to see the sarus cranes
and gave them names. I knew by heart all the roosts of the
pairs, so I was nicknamed Walking Dictionary of Cranes.

Every day I started early in the morning taking with me my
binoculars, my camera and enough food and drink for one day,
and then wandered all day long till my return at 6 in the evening.
I walked slowly enjoying beautiful sights of nature and
observing attentively the flock of birds from afar, and then
waiting the moment they spread their wings to photograph them.

48



One day, on my way to the east side of the Lumbini garden,
I witnessed a heart-rending spectacle. We were in the rainy
season; water from the top of the Himalaya Chain flowed down
to its foot and rushed violently into the river, causing extreme
danger to people. It worried me to see many women and
children wading with difficulty across the swelling river.
Seeking more information, I learned that this river killed many
people every year. In the dry season, the water was getting low,
people could cross the river easily, but in the rainy season, the
water ran fast, weak and careless persons were often carried
away by the current. The most pitiable case was that many
families could not know how to move their gravely sick
members to town in the flooding season. This was why local
residents often called the river "Deadly River".

I was broken-hearted to see pregnant women wading with
difficulty across the river. I particularly took pity on the
children and women who were well dressed before wading
across and then became drenched at the other riverside, some
were shivering with cold. Only young men could cross the river
in their under shorts then put on their trousers again at the other
riverside, but women had no choice but to continue going to
market or work in their wet clothes.

One day, I suddenly dropped my plan to visit the sarus
cranes and went back to the monastery. Throughout the next
day, I could not have any more peaceful sleep. Every time I lay
down, the images of the preceding day appeared and disturbed
my sleep. | got up and entered the main hall to light incense to
say prayers and express my wish for favorable conditions for
building a bridge in this area.
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Up to now, | have never promised anyone something beyond
my capacity to fulfill it because I believe that if I broke my
promise in this life, I would have to be reborn to fulfill it in my
afterlife. Therefore, at the time I kept my wish to myself and
wondered how to get it while I did not have enough money for
the construction of the monastery.

Because my shortage of money did not allow me to carry out
my dearest wish to help the locals, I used the secret method my
master had taught me. I carried incense and candles to the river
and sincerely sent up my prayer: "As I see, human beings here
are so miserable, I pray to you Dragon Deities, Dhamma
Protectors and the Holy Spirit of the nation to create good
conditions for me to build here a bridge during my stay in this
land."

Then, I recited a passage from a sutta, a mantra and then
slapped my hand three times on the ground to beg the Earth
deity to acknowledge my prayer.

On the way back to the monastery, | was obsessed by the
intention of building the bridge. Three weeks later, some of my
disciples from Western countries came to visit Lumini to admire
the cranes. On hearing of my dearest wish, they showed their
full understanding and strong emotion.

Most of them were teachers by profession and none were
comfortable off. Even so they made a collection among
themselves, then handed me a sum of $US 410. At first, I
thought it was a gift for the monastery, but unexpectedly, they
said it was their initial donation intended for the construction of
the bridge.
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[ felt extremely moved and realized that the miracle had come.
In my life, I have known from experience that all sincere
contributions always make for fine achievements; on the
contrary, offerings made by the rich but for a suspicious
purpose rarely produce positive results. This small but
kind-heartedly collected sum of money helped me to decide to
set about building the bridge.

First, [ brought up this intention to discuss with some local
officials. Mr. Bhattarai, a member of the leading board, was
very inspired and said this would be an important event of the
whole area. 1 also felt very pleased to see everything was
proceeding apace.

Soon after the meeting, we arrived at a consensus. And after
some sessions, the local authorities held a reception. We agreed
with each other that the cost of bridge building would be
divided in half and covered part by the authorities part by me.
However, that was only a verbal agreement, not a written one.

[ have the habit of purifying the mind and sitting in medita-
tion before starting to do something important to see clearly
how it will progress and what advantages and difficulties I will
have. Strangely enough, through many times sitting in medita-
tion, I always felt this co-operation would produce difficulties
and certainly fall through. I was taken by surprise when at the
beginning everything proceeded smoothly and aroused great
enthusiasm among central and local authorities and then got
difficult later. I tested once more the sacred help by coming to
recite some passages from Buddhist scriptures and sit in
meditation near the Ashoka Stone Pillar where the Buddha had
been born. My observation was the same.
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Deeply concerned about this, I requested the local authorities
to hold a meeting. In the presence of district and commune's
representatives, | said [ always kept my promise about building
the bridge and I proposed two practical approaches to choose
from: whether the central and local authorities would undertake
the construction work and I would bear half of the construction
cost or | would undertake it and bear all the cost as well, instead
of going halves.

Thus I had to meet with stiff opposition. I was condemned as
having broken my promise even by the officials who had held
me in respect previously. I reconfirmed my promise and said |
was ready to pay one half of the cost of the building work on
condition that the authorities gave a guarantee of completing
the work at a given time. The officials showed their disapproval
and some loudly shouted insults at me. This tense meeting
ended 1n a fit of the local officials 'anger at my highly inflexi-
ble attitude.

Months went by. Feeling a growing impatience at the
authorities' silence, 1 decided to apply myself for a bridge
building permit. I had to go through so many complicated
formalities of paperwork. I followed the ancient teaching "cut
your coat according to your cloth", intending to build a simple
foundation and had some bamboo-trees spanning the river.
However, I was required to have a blue-print drawn by a civil
engineer who has graduated from a university in Nepal and
approved and signed by the authorities from the high level as the
Ministry of Communications and Transportation down to local
authorities... I persisted with all formalities, but as soon as a
requirement was met, others appeared.
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So many difficulties in starting the work made me so tired
that I intended to return the sum of SUS 420 to the above
mentioned friends with my apology.

At last, with the secret help from some hearty persons, I did
complete all the complicated formalities. Again, another
obstacle came from the land matter. Only the river belonged to
the government but the two plots of land connected by the fu-
turc bridge were the properties of four local residents who made
it known that people crossing the bridge would have to pay tolls.
This had happened at some places, so | had to try to negotiate
with them and plan for a purchase of these plots of land in case
negotiation failed.

Two months later, the problem was completely solved.
I convinced all the 70 commune presidents in the area not to
impose any compulsory fee on the inhabitants. I also mobilized
the landowners to agree to let people pass through their land
without paying. It took me a long time to solve this problem,
but the result was extremely satisfactory.

My joy was spoiled very soon by an internal problem. There
were strong objections and sharp criticism within the executive
council of the monastery. In my opinion, the bridge was in urgent
need of construction in order to save human lives and if the
building work of the monastery could not be finished this year, it
would not do no harm to postpone its completion until the
following year. However, not all the Brothers in the monastery
agreed with me. Some imagined I took on too many jobs at the
same time, secking fame and totally absorbed in the building
work of the bridge, leaving that of the monastery in complete
disorder. Some also said I was using construction materials for the
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monastery to build the bridge. | felt so aftlicted with those
condemnations; but having made my vow, | gave no ear to those
slanders and decided to continue the work I had to do for life
until its completion.

What has happened made me fully understand that doing
good in life is definitely not easy, sometimes we must overcome
many difficulties and obstacles to be able to reach our goals. On
the contrary, doing evil is much easier. It would be a sinful deed
if at a loss of self-control, we threw insults at someone. Being
born to be a human being is a good fortune, but to become a
person who wants to cultivate virtue and morals and devote his
life to doing good is indeed not easy at all.

Seeing everything turning out more and more difficult, I
went once again to the holy place to say prayers. Then [ had a
good fortune to solve the problems.

On a beautiful morning, the postman handed me a letter from
a Buddhist close friend from America. The letter read: "Dear
Master, we have been told that you have the intention to build
a bridge for the poor in Lumbini. My family would like to
contribute to your good merit and bear the full costs of the
bridge building".

This was really unexpected news. | put the letter in my
pocket and went for a walk round the monastery, feeling excited
and joyful as if I had just won the first prized in a lottery.
However, I neither answered the letter immediately nor informed
about it to the Brothers soon. I wanted to keep silent for a while.
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Not long after, I received another letter from a family in
Canada addressed to my letter-box at Bhairahawa Post Oftice.
They wrote they had been told about the bridge by the friends
returning from Lumbini and they wanted to meet its total cost
to transfer their merit to their deceased parents.

Thus at that time I had in my hand a sum of money enough
to build not only one but also two bridges! This time I could not
keep the joy for myself in silence. I gathered the Brothers and
showed them both letters. Everybody appeared extremely
pleased, some were surprised and uttered: "Good Gracious,
what a miracle!". They proposed [ should write to those
generous persons immediately in order to have the money sent.

Though what has just happened was extraordinarily a good
fortune, 1 wanted to wait and see how the miracle would
manifest itself. Receiving no answer from me, both families in
America and Canada called me and asked for my account
number to make a deposit, but I answered them they should wait
because I would like to have more time to think things over.

Three weeks later I received two more letters from two
families, one in France and the other in England with whom 1
had only a slight acquaintance. Both of them said they wanted
to bear the full cost of building the bridge. Thus, at that time I
had "four" bridges in my hands.

Everybody was amazed at what happened. Some brothers
proposed that I should receive the money from all the four
families. They argued that with plenty of money we could build
the planned bridge and then continued building more bridges
and finally, the remaining amount, if any, would be put into the
building
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of the monastery. On hearing that, I came to realized that there
were some greedy ones among us who wanted to incite me to
commit stealing.

What happened consolidated my absolute belief that Buddhas,
Boddhisatvas, Dragon Deities, Dhamma Protectors and the Holy
Spirit of my fatherland have set out to give us a helpful hand.
Therefore 1 wished to share this great merit among numerous
beings and not to concentrate it on one or two families. On the
other hand, I also believed that any great construction project
participated in by many a kind-hearted person would be well
accomplished and would also last long. So I wrote to all the four
families saying, "Thank you for your kindness, but because this
is work of great merit, I would like to propose it to be shared
among several beings. Therefore, each family should contribute
no more than $US 1,001 to the building of the bridge".

The local people hold a traditional belief that the sum of
money donated which is over the round figure would bring about
good fortune. The two families in Canada and in the US agreed
with my proposal immediately and one of them donated $US
1,000 and the other $US 1,001. The remaining two families were
extremely displeased with my proposal. They wrote to me and
reproached me for having selfishly eliminated their chance of
doing good deeds. They were very much upset and did not want
to make any more contribution. I could not help but accept their
reproach and calmly continued doing my projected work. Apart
from that, a great number of people from Europe and America
sent their donations, which were either small sums of five or ten
US dollars or big sums but none surpassing the set limit.
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The construction of the Vietnam Bridge
of Compassion.

With that sum contributed to the construction of the bridge,
I might have been able to afford to hire the whole of engineers
and workmen needed for the work. However, 1 had my own
view on this case. In doing anything to help others, I have
always applied the principle of bilateral cooperation so that the
receiver might not have the begging complex and the giver
might escape the uneasy feeling of doing a favor.

I suggested that some of the local officials work in
conjunction with me, exhorting the whole village to pool their
efforts according to their means. I undertook to supply the
whole of building materials while they were responsible for the
labor. In my opinion, only in this way could they consider the
project as theirs, hence they would have an awareness of the
protection of the bridge.

We traveled from village to village to hold meetings.
Everywhere I went, [ was given a red carpet welcome and
found enthusiastic favor with the local authorities as well as
the local communities.
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Everywhere they promised to supply bamboo tress to lay
foundations and workers to build the bridge. Most zealous was
Chanta Ram, inter-commune president of this area, who
cagerly insisted that I should come to his house for a meal
every time we met.

The ground-breaking ceremony was attended by officials of
the central and local authorities at all levels. There was also the
presence of the representatives of the monasteries located in
Lumbini, who were elated to say they would provide financial
support to some extent. However, during our private
conversations, some of those representatives expressed their
concern that our project would fall through.

As a matter of fact, when we got down to the business, not
a single bamboo tree nor a soul was to be seen. Obviously, there
was quite a distance between promising and doing. [ was
extremely upset, having the impression that I had been
deceived and feeling rather discouraged.

This was a new challenge, for I actually intended to drop
the whole thing at that moment. But, I managed to control
myself and decided to continue along the path I had mapped
out. The local resident requested that they should be paid if we
wanted them to work. I had to try my best to campaign and
they made a concession, agreeing to receive only half of their
wages' worth. Also, some people had second thoughts and
volunteered to work for free in the public interest.
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It was hard work to construct the bridge. As the flooding
season was approaching we had to divert the river current
temporarily into another direction, busied ourselves carrying
large rocks to stop the water from flowing. It was very hard for
us to move about as the ground was still too muddy to make a
path. After that, we started digging down at a depth of four
meters to building the bridge foundations. Water kept flowing
into the place, so an arrangement had to be made for some peo-
ple to scoop it out continually, everything being done exclusively
by hand, with no machine at all. As for cement, iron and steel,
they had to be transported on hired ox carts and it took up to an
hour and a half'to carry them to the site on a road of less than two
kilometers long.

Every time it was beginning to cloud over, I got extremely
worried, raising my arms skywards and waiving them several
times as if to drive the clouds away. All those who noticed my
anxious look and my panicky gestures at that moment, could not
help laughing out loud, which, thus, constituted another joy for
us to get on with the job. An indelible memory was of sometimes
having to work assiduously by the light of candles till one or two
o'clock in the morning, while praying for the rain not to pour for
fear the whole thing might be swept away by the torrent.

There were some encouraging little things which helped
everybody to forget their weariness. It happened that even small
children took an active part in helping us carry rocks, water and
bricks. There were old shaky women who brought some fruit
to the workers on the job and even their home-made cakes to the
tent we had put up by the river so that everyone could have a
little to snack with during their rest.
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The two foundation piers had hardly been built when some
of the monasteries of other countries came to give us a helping
hand by sending workmen and engineers to work for us for a
few days. Some gave us moral support and some money as an
offer to the Buddha. Those are unforgettable memories of our
difficult and strenuous days.

Some of the people who had come from Vietnam as workers
to offer their services to the Buddha in the Vietnam Buddhist
Monastery also took an active part in the construction of the
bridge. However, it sometimes happened that, out of utter
wearing, some of them centered all their exasperation on me,
thinking I minded others' business, doing an irrelevant job, which
had nothing to do with the Vietnamese Monastery. A few of them
even tried to find if I had any ulterior motives in doing this.

Meanwhile, I simply thought this holy land had brought the
humankind a great teacher who was the Lord Buddha
Sakyamuni, so everything we did as a contribution to this place
was intended to repay that invaluable service. Besides, every
time I noticed the suffering of human beings, I was willing to
help out promptly at every opportunity without making any
discrimination between an Indian and a Nepalese or Vietnamese.

I wanted to have a bridge built with a floor measuring 1.5
meters in width, just enough for the passing of pedestrians and
primitive means of transport such as bicycles or pedicabs
although the foundations were solid enough to withstand even
cars. If I did not have the bridge built with a wider floor if was
because I did not want the traffic of cumbersome vehicles such
as ox carts, tractors or trucks in case they could brush the bridge,
causing damage to it and a waste of time and money for repair
work.
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Unexpectedly, Inter-commune President Chanta Ram, owner
of the only tractor in his village consisting of more than a
thousand households bribed the engineers to increase the width
of the bridge so that tractors might get through. I was lucky
enough to find out the plot and stop it in time. And then the
presidents of other communes came in turn to ask me to have
the bridge floor widened and promised to lend support by
providing both labor and money, but I did not agree.

This incident generated tension and gave rise to innumerable
difficulties intended to hamper the job. The situation had grown
to such as extent that my Myanmar assistant, Ven. Thoundara,
(who is now the Doctor Vice - Abbot of the Myanmar
Monastery could not stand it. One day, stumbling back to the
monastery, his eyes filled with tears, he asked me for money to
buy some explosive. I was surprised to ask him what it was for
and he answered with bitterness that it was meant to get the
whole thing blown up, for there was nothing more absurd than
your plan being constantly sabotaged while you really wanted
to be of help. I burst out laughing, then reassured him in a soft
voice, but be remained so tense that [ promised to reconsider. 1
added that it would not be too late to blow up the bridge on its
opening day.

We continually experienced so many problems that finally
the construction work had to be suspended. Two weeds later,
seeing that I was strongly determined not to give in and that I
even planned to have a few bamboo trees laid across the river
instead of continuing to build the bridge, the villages sent their
representatives to see me and suggested we should get on with
the unfinished job.
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After three months' work, the bridge was completed at a
quicker pace than I had expected myself. When it came to the
opening ceremony, some officials proposed it should be
solemnly organized and that the VIPs they knew intimately
should be invited to inaugurate the bridge. It made me very sad
when I thought that nobody had been in sight at the start of the
hard construction work but now too many people appeared in
order to get their share of the cake. In my heart of hearts I only
wanted to invite the labor force's representatives, who were
masons, joiners and engineers to inaugurate the bridge and thus
the ceremony might have greater significance.

Then I happened to find the right man to invite.One day, I
had to go on business to the capital Katmandu, where I met Mr.
and Mrs. Claude Ambrossiani. Mr. Ambrossiani was the French
Ambassador of Nepal, who had been in office for a few
months. He was one of the prominent figures of the French
Ministry of Foreign Affaires and especially, he was well
informed about Vietnam. Moreover, their daughter - in - law
was a Vietnamese girl. It was the first time we met but through
his fairly close relationship, our friendly and joyful. On this
occasion, I invited him to visit the Lumbini region and preside
at the opening ceremony. He graciously accepted the invitation
at once.

I did not inform the local government about this matter.
Familiar with my straightforward and unruly character, the local
authorities were convinced that 1 would be the only one to
inaugurate the bridge, so they did not make any preparations for
the event. This also suited my desire to let the ambassador of a
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European country have occasion to witness everything as it
actually was, not as artificially arranged to be. Consequently, on
that day, the ambassador and his wife had to struggle across
marshy places before arriving at the bridge.

They showed deep emotion, going to and fro to gaze at the
bridge. They sang its praises and promised to have some
programs intended to contribute to the improvement of the local
communities' life.

On that important day, all of the locals gathered to sing and
dance happily. Each village brought me a present which, though
simple, conveyed their sincere love and esteem. One of them
gave me a hand of bananas, another came with some specialty
fruit and another even brought me the best quality chicken or
fish they owned though they knew I only like cereals and
vegetables. Particularly, a commune president insisted on giv-
ing me a cow and a goat to provide me with milk. Only after a strug-
gle did I manage to decline the offer without offending him.
Other lovely presents were the sets of Nepalese or Indian style
clothes that some old men had made carefully themselves to offer
me.

One of the happiest people on that day was Ven. U Thoundara.
It moved me to see him standing in a jubilant mood amid the
group of local residents, among whom were some who had
always caused inconveniences to such an extent that he could not
help weeping. Those people had totally switched to a different
attitude then, and even brought him presents. I approached him
and asked quietly, "Do you still need money to buy explosive,
Venerable sir?" Ven U Thoundara broke into a radiant smile,
"Venerable sir, | know I was wrong: it was only because I then
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Most moving was the fact that the local government's
representative, while speaking, extended his thanks to the
Vietnamese people, the Buddhist organization and me
personally for having come to build that bridge which would
save numerous people from mortal dangers.

And from then on, every Vietnamese who went into the
villages in that place was given a respectful welcome.

The bridge was named "The Vietnam Bridge of
Compassion" For the part of the river which had been called the
Deadly River, it was renamed "The Peaceful River". I signed
the paperwork to present it to the Nepalese government through
the local authorities that received it and assumed responsibil-
ity for the maintenance of the bridge.

Later, some Vietnamese coming there as pilgrims to visit
the Buddha land and found the bridge in the middle of a
boundless field, without any facilities to protect travelers from
flooding rain water and dazzling sun, so they suggested the
construction of shelters at the two bridge ends and both of them
have been completed by now.

The money spent on the bridge, including the expenses of
the opening ceremony, totaled nearly $US 35.000.
Unexpectedly, the remaining cash amounted to SUS 98.000.
Some friends of mine suggested that sum should be
incorporated into the monastery building fund but I firmly
disagreed. It was donated in order to build the bridge, so the
remaining part of it had to be returned. Other friends requested
me to write to the donors, asking for their permission to
incorporate that money into the monastery building fund but
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I did not accept, either. Many of them showed their discon-
tent, judging my social behavior to be too inflexible. I believed
that such a letter would make the donors willingly accept the
proposal. However I did not want to abuse the goodness of the
people at large, especially of the willing ones.

As a result, it cost me considerably to send back the money
by post, and meanwhile received quite a few complaints. Some
donors wrote to me, complaining that I scorned their
hard earned money!

From then on, everyday the villagers traveled leisurely over
the concrete bridge, no longer worried about being victims of
unjust deaths caused by the whirlpool below...

In my spare time [ would come to sit at the very place where
I had lighted candles and burned incense praying for the
construction of a bridge, which was now right in front of me.

Particularly, my heart was filled with peaceful bliss when I
saw old folks in poor health and sick people walking with ease
over the bridge. This helped me learn that the first benefit goes
to the one who does a good thing as he himself experiences a
feeling of great delight.

Through innumerable difficulties, my dearest wish has
come true and this is one of the best memories of my life.

65



The hospital of compassion

One of the government officials deeply impressed by the
construction of the bridge was the Nepalese Minister of Health.
Time after time he and his wite eagerly invited me to dinner, so
after many refusals, I finally accepted to come and have
breakfast at their home.

"We are truly impressed by your virtuous services,
venerable sir. You are the first to have come here to turn Lumbini
onto a new page in its history, initiating the development of this
area and now you still do a favor to the locals by constructing a
bridge. We owe you a debt of gratitude".

"I did this out of the goodness of my heart", I replied, "So
you needn't express any thanks. However, I'd like to make a
suggestion. In your position as the Minister of Health, would
you please try to campaign to have a hospital built for the lo-
cals here, which is the just thing they need".

The Minister appeared to be in two minds:
"Venerable sir, at present Nepal is facing a very difficult

economic situation, so it isn't easy to ask for government
funding".
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I persisted saying it was possible for him to get results and
the hospital was required building. Both of them seeme
embarrassed. At last, the Minister said to me:

"Well, I'll try my best. Would you be kind enough to say a
prayer for my success, Venerable sir'"?

I proved myself generous.
"I'll say not only one but a thousand prayers for you!"

A few weeks later, while in London I received an une
xpected call from the Minister.

"Venerable sir", he said happily, "l have some good news
for you".

"What's the news, your Excellency the Minister?" I asked in
surprise.

"On your advice", he said "I've offered the suggestion for
building a hospital in the vicinity of the bridge and it has been
welcomed by both the Prime Minister and the Minister of
Finance."

It was just good news, and I proposed that he should
proceed to carry out the plan immediately. At present the
hospital has been inaugurated and put into operation. What a
miracle! A humble good deed has paved the way for
innumerable subsequent achievements.
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Everybody does good deeds

The leaders of the Buddhist organizations worldwide as
well the Nepalese government officials, both central and local,
showed deep emotion when realizing what we had done to the
Lumbini region. Particularly, the story of the bridge became a
widespread example which sparked off a movement for
universal emulation in doing good things.

The social structure of this region was traditionally based on
class distinctions, but after completion of the bridge, some took
this as a lesson to educate their children. According to them, the
reason was that if a Vietnamese from an alien country was kind
enough to do good things to this place, he was sure to hold
himself responsible for his own village too. Previously, people
only had had relations with those of their class but now they were
brought closer to each other by the event of the bridge.

Society also improved when all the citizens had the spirit
of mutual help.

My work brought honor not only to Vietnam but the whole
Buddhist community. The locals (mostly Islam believers)
hadalways criticized the foreign Buddhist organizations for
coming there with the sole aim to appropriate land to build their
monasteries.
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The construction of the bridge impressed almost all of the
villagers, which contributed to changing their perspective and
resulted in a considerable decrease in criticism of the local
Buddhist community.

Actually, in the early years, as foreign countries were
concentrating all their efforts on building their monasteries,
they could not afford the time to care about other matters.
Almost all the monasteries thought they could not consider
helping the local communities until the construction of their
temples were completed. My pioneering work triggered a quick
participation in social work by other countries. The Korean
monastery, for instance, occasionally organized the distribu-
tion of food on important holidays. Groups of Korean doctors
came to Lumbini in order to examine poor folks and give them
free medication. Other monasteries bought cycle rickshaws and
gave them to poverty-stricken families as means to earn their
living. Some others organized environmental programs and
issued grants to poor and studious students. Besides, the water
sources in the area were contaminated, leading to diseases for
the local communities, so we conducted water tests, encouraged
them to dig wells and helped them find clean sources of water for
their use. I also worked out seedling support programs produc-
ing crops for poor people to live on. All of the programs I carried
out did not require much money but essentially a good heart and
a great deal of patience to attend to their needs.

However, despite my willingness to help everyone I took the
view that my help consisted solely in providing them methods
and jobs that they had to do by themselves, getting ahead
through their own efforts.
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[ totally abstained from giving money in case [ received
resentment if | could not afford to anymore. For instance if you
have a member of your family who has no inclination to work by
giving him/her a few hundred dollars to spend, he/she will get
angry and reproach you when you can not continue to do so. The
Lord Buddha once said: compassion must go with wisdom.

That was the reason why I always refused the requests for
help that I did not find legitimate. 1 had once hardly returned
from my teaching trip to Europe when, the next day, about 20
commune presidents came to meet with me on behalf of the
villages, each bringing a present. [ was glad to think to myself:
it was too good to be true when the villagers showed me such
great sympathy. After making small talk for a while, they said 1
should love them to the full, asking me to have a road built
which would run from the bridge to the high road over a
distance of over two kilometers or so, they added that if I
accepted the role of construction manager, the local government
would be "ready to cooperate".

As it was fully realized that everyone there was starting to
cultivate the dependent attitude, I banged my fist on the table,

apparently angry.

"It turns out that you come here to take advantage of me. To
tell you the truth, Vietnamese as [ am, I haven't been able to do
any good to my country, and meanwhile I am required to have
a road built in addition to the bridge which has just been
completed. This is really going too far!"
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Seeing that I was kicking up a fuss, they hastened to
withdraw their requests with good grace. Ten days later, a few
of them returned, bringing along some presents, and asked to
see me. They said hesitantly.

"Venerable sir, today we come to make an apology for
having upset you. Indeed, on that day, on arriving home, we all
felt ashamed and debated building the road by ourselves. We
want to tell you this news, and ask you to kindly do us a favor
by praying and we hope you will forgive and forget."

Thus, the building of the road was settled. As for the build-
ing of a school, at present, the local government was making
the request for a land grant and asking me to build a spacious
school for the local communities in order to replace the old one
which is in very bad condition.

I had been to see the land but I had not decided yet to set to
work. I was well prepared to build a school, but I did not agree
to hold full responsibility for all the subsequent matters,
entrusting the locals with the management of the school. Two
representatives of the local government and I exchanged views
in more than ten meetings without reaching agreement. At
present, they require me to pay the teachers' salaries but I only
agree to be an education consultant while the management and
maintenance of the school must fall into the locals' hands.

Much remains to be done, so I always hope that many will-
ing young men will come here to join hands with me. Charitable
work requires not only money or a heart but thorough knowl-
edge of the local residents and customs of the locality we want
to help.
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Some rich countries have lavished the poor ones with money and
wealth for good purposes, but in reality, the improper use of
money will result in a breakdown of local social order. Most
effective help consists in helping them get ahead, offering them
guidance on methods and just leaving them to their own devices.

The Lumbini experience showed that some countries com-
ing to build their monasteries were provided with substantial
funding, so a lot of money was squandered by their project
directors. That was the style of management [ had always
protested against and my attitude has gained gradual, unanimous
acceptance. For instance, workers' wages should have been paid
in the current wages should have been paid in the current wage
frame instead of being doubled or tripled. When the monasteries
completed their construction project, the Nepalese society had
to face negative consequences they had occasioned.

In my capacity as Chairman of the world Buddhist
Confederation, I have always reminded the foreign Buddhist
organizations that, when being here they must respect Nepal's
traditions and social norms, which has made both the local and
central governments think very highly of me.

There happened right in Lumbini an unfortunate incident
which provided a lesson to foreign countries coming here to build
their monasteries. A certain country's Buddhist Confederation
took part in a Lumbini development project covering the
construction and the excavation of ancient artifacts, which was
being executed in the area with enormous funding. That coun-
try's Head of Archaeology Committee was designated to come to
Lumbini to work on a high monthly salary of up to SUS 17,000.
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This man spent money like water, staying at the 5-star Hookkle
Hotel, having lavish weekend parties with limitless spirits. |
made some critical remarks about this once or twice, but he did
not listen to me and he bore me ill will from then on.

He hired a number of natives, paying generous wages and
granting them many rights. Afterwards, he dismissed some of
them, out of dissatisfaction.

Suddenly forfeiting both their rights and office, with no more
delicious food and excellent drinks, those people started feel-
ing very deep resentment and trying to inflict great harm on him.

At that time, | had only just come back to Lumbini from
abroad after a teaching trip. On the plane, I had already read a
Kathmandu-based paper with a headline reporting an
cight-columned story about a certain Archaeology Committee
Head who trafficked drugs. | immediately guessed there was
something abnormal in that story.

Upon hearing of my return, the Ambassador of the country
of the Head of Archaeology Committee working in Lumbini
came to see me in an alarmed mood as he hadn't yet known how
to deal with the situation. The one who wanted to do harm to the
archaeologist informed on the latter after contriving a scheme by
hiring a mountaineer to bring two kilos of heromn to the
committee head's office. Fortunately, the archaecologist was off
work on that day, so only the Nepalese guy was arrested.

Afterwards, the Deputy General Head of Police of Lumbini
district came to inform me of his decision to arrest the
archacologist, | then made a straightforward analysis of the
whole thing.
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"This is an unlikely story and I'm sure someone has contrived
it out of his personal feud to do harm to this man. Let's consider
his salary. It's quite a huge sum, so he can afford such a
luxurious life, which everyone here can see clearly... As for the
drug dealing, it is an obvious thing that he could have been to
the capital, trying to have secret dealings, not being so native as
to trade in illegal goods in a far-off area where every one of his
moves comes to public notice. In this matter, an ill-advised
solution will be of very great consequence. Let me remind you
that the arrest of this man is synonymous with a loss that
millions of Nepalese will have to put up with, for not only his
country but the whole world will stop funding the Lumbini
rehabilitation program, which is a help to the development to
Nepal as well. Therefore, in my opinion, it will be more sensi-
ble to find out the root of this incident. If you persist in making
an accusation against the head archaeologist, at the very most,
he will be sentenced to a certain period of time in prison in
accordance with the Nepalese law. He will return to his country
afterwards, and meanwhile, you will get involved if his
country's government raises a protest".

To finish with, I added that, if it was impossible to sort things
out satisfactorily, I would go to meet with His Majesty the King
myself and put the problem before Nepal's parliament. This
incident was dealt with smoothly afterwards. The Ambassador
of the archeologist's country gleefully thanked me, holding me
in his arms after having worried himself sick for several weeks.

Above are some experiences | have gained from the years I
spent living and working in Nepal.
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Conclusion

From my experience of the sarus cranes, I have known the
joy to see that a humble deed originating from the love for
sentient beings has an unexpected positive impact on society.

Out of my love for the sarus cranes, | have tried my best to
protect them, which enabled me to become aware of the locals'
distress, and consequently I dreamt of building a bridge. The
completion of the bridge was followed by the creation of a road
which leads to the establishment of a hospital and a future
school. Obviously, a disinterested love is very contagious. Most
importantly, it is this undertaking of ours that has stimulated
quite a few people to emulate one another in doing good things.
It has exerted an outspread influence upon the government
officials, both local and central, as well as my non-resident
Buddhist organization based in the area. Everybody body has
shared love with other beings, safeguarded birds' secure life,
creating jobs for the local communities. The most indifferent
people have become involved, developing kindness and
hearing to good deeds.
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When recovering their pure heart-which must be
substantiated through whole-hearted actions, not theoretically
called for-people are ready to pool their resources to do the
hardest tasks and enthusiastically contribute both money and
energies. This miraculous occurrence helped me realized a truth:
the opportunity to do good things, if ignored, may never come
again. If I had not volunteered to attend to the sarus cranes,
subsequent happenings would not have taken place.

The fact mentioned above points out that we should never
ignore a chance to do something good, for an initial humble deed
brings about not only a foreseeable benefit but also other
significant fruits. A good deed never stops at an individual but it
can spread to a wide range of people, just the same as a sound
which, once let out, is carried to many other places by the ripple
effect.

Only out of my sincere love for the sarus cranes have many
opportunities arisen for me to do good things, so I come to this
conclusion: if we love all other beings, the benefit we received
will increase tremendously. It is just a miracle. And it is this
marvelous thing that helps me realized every gesture and every
action, even the most trivial, can lead to a concrete result, either
good or bad as the case may be, which impacts on not only our
own lives but the whole of our neighbors.

This can be seen through the image of the Bridge of
Compassion. The bridge has provided a means of transport for
the villagers to cross the river safely. Especially, sick people
have been able to be rushed to hospital easily instead of being
tied down in front of the deadly bridge as before.
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We can go further to infer that some of the students who go to
school over this bridge nowadays will probably be geniuses or
saints in future. It is those people that will bring about many
significant benefits for society.

Love must be sincere and if we give it for a disinterested
purpose, life will turn out to be marvelous. The same is true of
your family. If you love a certain member with all your heart,
he/she will repay your feelings. If a teacher has affection for
his/her students, the latter will love and respect him/her in re-
turn. In society, a country leader who loves his citizens genuinely
will certainly gain in popularity.

(There is no denying that there are sometimes impertinent
children in a family; self-willed students in a group, perverse
elements and con-men in a crowd, but these are exceptional cases
and we cannot require everyone to be perfect) Essentially, we
must behave in a sincere way, and most importantly, our deeds
and words must be in agreement.

Some think a miracle is something out of the extraordinary,
like brilliant feats performed in legends by Lady Nuwa using
stones to mend the broken sky or gods and heroes with magic
power in the Fengshen tale.

But for me, a miracle consists in finding peace and
happiness right in this world, transforming your knowledge and
sincere love into profit for the sake of all beings and bringing
peace to everyone.
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This is a very simple living philosophy I have discovered and
I strongly believe anyone who put it in practice will get good
results.

I believe that a multitude of people all over the world are
now silently and constantly doing virtuous deeds, hence they
have a sense of miracles and mysterious happenings just as I
did myself.

[ also wish to have the chance to hear many similar stories
related by many other people so we can share peace and
happiness.

At present, | continue putting that mystery to a proof in life

and hope to get more opportunities to give an account of its
positive effects.
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