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New information products

An Introduction to Cambodia's Inland
Fisheries

Cambodia relies heavily on its
natural resources and agricultural
land to provide food and livelihood
for its 12 million people. Among
the most vibrant of these
renewable natural resources are
the inland fisheries, which provide
income and food security for
millions of people. This report
synthesises much of the relevant
research on Cambodia's fisheries. Its easy-to-read
style is complemented by numerous attractive
photographs

Mekong Development Series No. 4, November 2004,
56 pages. US$5.00

Distribution and Ecology of Some
Important Riverine Fish Species of the
Mekong River Basin

This new report complements an
earlier report on fish migrations
(Technical Paper No 8), which
provided an overview of the
general patterns of fish migrations
and their significance for
management. This report provides
more detailed information of 40
key species which are significant
in the Mekong River fishery. For
each species it provides notes on distribution, feeding,
size, population structure, critical habitats, life cycle
and its importance in fisheries.

MRC Technical Paper No. 10, May 2004.  116 pages.
US$5.00

A new CD - Fisheries Information in the
Lower Mekong Basin

The Fisheries Programme has
produced many publications,
databases, maps and photos covering
the fisheries of the Mekong.  Much of it
is dispersed, having been published in
various places and over an extended

period.  Now, for the first time, we have compiled the
great majority of these publications in electronic form,
and produced them on one CD.  

The Fisheries Information in the Lower Mekong Basin
CD-ROM has been compiled to provide a
comprehensive research and educational resource for
scientists, researchers and all those interested in the
fisheries of the Lower Mekong Basin.

The CD offers a vast range of information produced by
the Mekong River Commission's Fisheries Programme
and its counterparts including approximately 300
technical papers and reports produced over the past 10
years.  It contains nine databases related to catch
assessment and five databases related to migration
and spawning.  Each database has its own manual
and/or data dictionary.  There is also a selection of
photos on fishing activities in the Mekong.

A bibliography section provides references for a
substantial collection of fisheries related papers and
books.

Users can also access and explore18 pre-made maps
using the ArcReader, GIS software provided.  

Publication of this CD is part of the Mekong River
Commission's ongoing campaign to promote
awareness of the issues surrounding the fisheries of
the Lower Mekong Basin. 

December 2004. US$5.00
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I n f o r m a t i o n  p r o d u c t s

Fishing Gears in Songkhram River Basin

Mr Keeree Kohanantakul, Thailand
Department of Fisheries, has
documented the fishing gears of
the Songkhram River in a new
book.  Many fishing gears used in
the Songkhram River are based on
local knowledge built up over
centuries.  Their designs and use
reflect knowledge of fish behaviour,
including feeding and movements
associated with weather and moon phases, as well as
local hydrological conditions.  In compiling the
information in the book, the author wanted to inform
new generations of the initiative shown by their
ancestors who invented and constructed fishing gears
which do not over-exploit fish stocks like some of the
modern fishing gears. This book has photos of all gears
and information on their use.  
Soft cover, 87 pp, in Thai

Available from: Inland Fisheries Research and
Development Bureau, Department of Fisheries,
Thailand or Fisheries Programme, Mekong River
Commission Secretariat, Vientiane, Lao PDR.

Tonle Sap Watch - a new newsletter

The Fisheries Action Coalition
Team (FACT) in Cambodia is
producing a new newsletter titled
"Tonle Sap Watch". It aims to
improve understanding about the
latest development issues around
the Tonle Sap Great Lake in
Cambodia. The up-to-date news
and articles review what is going
on around the Lake and highlight
major concerns and issues arising from  development
programs that might affect the richness of biodiversity,
cultural and natural resources of this region.

The newsletter is available electronically at
www.fact.org.kh Hard copies can be obtained
from The Fisheries Action Coalition Team, PO Box
2295, Phnom Penh, Cambodia.

Freshwater Fish Larvae

Knowledge of freshwater fish
larvae is important for fisheries
since it is the fundamental for
aquaculture and management of
aquatic resources.  One of the
leading researchers in the field is
Dr Apichart Termvidchakorn, from
the Thailand department of
Fisheries, who has produced the
book Freshwater Fish Larvae of
Thailand.  It contains basic

information on reproduction, biology and classification
of freshwater fish larvae.  It will be a valuable resource
book for researchers, students and others who are
interested in the freshwater fisheries of Thailand. 
Soft cover, 130 pp, in Thai.

Available from: Inland Fisheries Research and
Development Bureau, Department of Fisheries,
Thailand
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Bangkok pushing for ban on trade in Irrawaddy
dolphins 
Bangkok Post.  May 6, 2004
Thailand is lobbying for support from other ASEAN
member states and Australia for a ban on trading in
rare Irrawaddy dolphins, now under the threat of
extinction. The deputy chief of the Marine and Coastal
Resources Department has called on the countries to
back its proposal to ban trading in Irrawaddy dolphins
(Orcaella brevirostris), a protected species under
Appendix II of Cites (Convention on International Trade
in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora). The
Appendix II status means the sale of a listed animal is
possible with a certificate from a relevant state agency.
In order to ban the sale completely, the animal must be
listed on Appendix I of Cites.

Mekong Delta to become biggest aquatic producer
Vietnam News Agency, 31 July 2004
The Vietnamese Government's 2001 goal of expanding
the Mekong Delta's aquaculture area to more than
700,000ha and its annually netted output to 1.7 million
tonnes by 2005 looks set to be exceeded. Forecasts
are now predicting output of 1.8 million tonnes of
aquatic products including 250,000 tonnes of shrimp.
This makes up 60 per cent of the country's total aquatic
output. The output is expected to rise to two million
tonnes, including 400,000 tonnes of shrimp, by 2010.

Concern voiced over excessive river dredging
The Nation, 30 July 2004
Environmental advocates have expressed concern that
excessive dredging of rivers to source sand for
construction projects has caused erosion of riverbanks
in major arteries across the country. "The country's two
largest waterways, the Chao Phya and the Mekong
Rivers, are confronted with serious environmental
problems, including eroded banks, shifting currents and
increased sediment," a senior environmental official

said. The problems being experienced on the Mekong
were in the areas of Mukdahan, Nakhon Phanom and
Sakon. 

ADB to study poverty in Mekong region
United Press International, 4 August 2004
The Asian Development Bank says it will be conducting
a survey on the impact of economic integration on the
greater Mekong region. The Manila-based ADB said it
has been granted $750,000 for the study by the
Netherlands to examine how the poor in the region
have been affected by the economic boom in the cross-
border areas of Cambodia, Laos, Thailand and
Vietnam.

Climate change will have catastrophic effect on key
rivers: study
Agence France Press. August 2004
PARIS (AFP) - Climate change will have a disastrous
effect on the flow of rivers that provide water for most
of Earth's cities, it was reported. Rising levels of carbon
dioxide pollution, caused by the unbridled burning of
oil, coal and gas, will warm the troposphere, the lowest
layer of the world's atmosphere, in addition to the land
and seas, New Scientist says. In a computer model that
factors in these changes, Princeton University
researchers found that precipitation over the next three
centuries will increase, boosting the discharge of fresh
water around the world by nearly 15 percent. 
Those that will start to decline include the Mississippi,
Mekong and the Nile, one of the world's most heavily
used and politically contested rivers, where (the) model
predicts an 18 percent fall in flow," the report says. 

Chemical free shrimp
Bangkok Post, 13 August 2004
Medical researchers have long hailed the potential
health benefits for humans of probiotics and prebiotics 

Mekong Fisheries 
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in products such as yoghurt, which help promote
beneficial bacteria in the digestive system. Now Thai
shrimp farmers are being encouraged to pick up on the
trend. The Fisheries Department is suggesting that
they replace drugs and food supplements with probiotic
microbes in shrimp feed in order to make shrimp free of
hazardous chemical substances and reduce farm
production costs.  

China plans more work on Mekong
Bangkok Post, 13 August 2004
China will deepen a section of the upper Mekong River
that stretches from Jing Hong to Guan Laei in
Xishuangbanna in Yunnan province to ease the way for
freight ships, according to a transport official. He said
the 80km river section was dominated by shallow sand
bars that obstructed cargo ships. The sand bars would
be removed so cargo ships of up to 400 tonnes could
navigate year-round.

River At Risk
Special feature in the Far Eastern Economic Review,
26 August 2004
Drought, dam building and over-fishing are suffocating
the Mekong, one of Asia's mighty, life-giving arteries.
Can countries along its banks rally to save it?  The sight
of the mighty Mekong so depleted has galvanised
international agencies, local environmentalists and a
few government officials to take a fresh look at the state
of the waterway that links China with Southeast Asia.
The picture that emerges is of a river subjected to
neglect, abuse and haphazard development, and
heading for a crisis.

Mekong River Commission to strengthen
cooperation with China, Myanmar
MRC press release, 26 August 2004
The Mekong River Commission is proposing increased
technical cooperation with China and Myanmar as part
of its Water Utilisation Programme. Mr Siripong
Hungspreug, chairman of the MRC Joint Committee for
2004/2005, told delegates at the 9th Dialogue Meeting
of the MRC held in Vientiane on August 26 that the
cooperation would evolve around visits to the MRC
Secretariat and to the Mekong Delta and Tonle Sap
areas. At the Dialogue Meeting the MRC members
briefed their dialogue partners on trans-boundary
issues involved in the MRC's four core programs and
sharing information on fisheries-related hydrological
data and fish ecology.

World Bank consults on big Laos dam project 
The Guardian, 1 September 2004
The World Bank launched an unprecedented exercise
in public consultation yesterday on whether it should
back a project to build a dam in Laos on a tributary of
the Mekong river.  More than 200 officials from the
Lao and Thai governments, businessmen,
environmentalists and academics began debating
whether the bank should underwrite a £675m project
to build the dam, being developed by a consortium of
Lao, Thai, French and Italian investors.  Bank officials
claim the "detailed and intensive" level of consultation
is setting a new benchmark for project assessment
that should be copied worldwide. 

Land rental attracts shrimp breeders to provinces
in Mekong Delta area
Vietnam News Service website, 10 September 2004
Renting land for shrimp farming has become a popular
trend in the Cuu Long (Mekong) Delta in recent years;
people from Ca Mau, Bac Lieu and Soc Trang
provinces have flocked to the southern province of Kien
Giang in search of suitable and affordable land. In most
of the cases landowners rent their land because they
lack investment capital, skill or both. And while local
residents have little experience with shrimp breeding,
most renters have been in the business in their home
provinces for years. With thousands of hectares of
prime water surface for shrimp raising, the farmers in
the southern part of Kien Giang Province have become
the largest exporters of shrimp in the province.

Eel breeding makes Viet Nam debut
Vietnam News Service website, 10 September 2004
Multinational, joint venture Tan Do Phat-Vinh Phuc
company has become the first fishing enterprise to
breed eels in Viet Nam. Do Ngoc Lien, one of the
company's senior officials, said the company will export
its first batch of 65,000 eels in September. Tan Do
Phat-Vinh Phuc has already received an offer from a
Japanese importer to buy raw eels at US$7 per
kilogram and processed eels at $10 per kilogram. Lien
says the company has imported about two million baby
eels to raise on 28 large and small ponds.

Shrimp 'dumping' ruling
Mercury News, Vietnam Bureau.  September 2004
At the behest of US shrimpers, the Commerce
Department ruled earlier this month that Vietnamese
and Chinese shrimp growers have been "dumping"
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their shrimp on the US market at unreasonably low
prices. The United States has begun collecting tariffs of
up to 93 percent on Vietnamese shrimp and 113
percent on Chinese shrimp. The rates are preliminary.
The foreign shrimpers can appeal the ruling, which
won't become final until January. Almost half of
Vietnam's shrimp exports go to the United States.
Europe and Japan are also major buyers.

Hundreds flock to see annual prawn 'parade' 
Bangkok Post,  September 2004
Hundreds of tourists flocked to a wildlife sanctuary 
in Nam Yuen district, Thailand to see the annual
"parade" of Lanchester's freshwater prawns. The
parade, or march, is actually the yearly migration 
of millions of prawns from Yod Dom wildlife sanctuary
when they make a nocturnal 25km journey upstream 
to mate and spawn. The migration takes place each
September. The parent prawns die after laying their
eggs and when these eggs hatch the offspring are
washed downstream in the rapids where they mature
and then make the same trek upstream the following
year.

Asia's Small-Scale Fishers Vulnerable to Global
Fish Crisis, says New WRI Report
US Newswire, 29 September 2004
In the rural provinces around Southeast Asia's 
largest freshwater lake, the Tonle Sap in Cambodia,
violent conflicts are increasingly becoming routine
between small-scale fishers and operators of large-
scale, commercial fish pens. The local fishers accuse
the wealthy outsiders of having corrupt ties to 
the government and of using destructive fishing
methods. In turn, the commercial owners say that 
the independent fishermen poach their stocks. 
Such conflicts and other issues related to the complex
problem of the global fish crisis are examined in a new
report by scientists from the World Resources Institute

(WRI). The report, Fishing for Answers: Making Sense
of the Global Fish Crisis, is written by WRI's Yumiko
Kura, Carmen Revenga, Eriko Hoshino, and Greg
Mock. The report also investigates the depletion of
global fish stocks and details actions consumers can
take to achieve sustainability in fishing.

Giant Catfish classified as critically endangered
Bangkok Post, September 16 2004
The World Conservation Union (IUCN) has listed the
Mekong Giant Catfish (Pangasianodon gigas) as
"critically endangered" which means that unless their
situation is addressed urgently, the world could lose a
key species in one of its most complex river systems.
The IUCN hopes that listing the status of threatened
species in its Red List of Threatened Species will help
reflect how healthy the environment is and encourage
proper oversight to improve and maintain global
biodiversity.

Scientists in 17 Nations to Study Fish 
Associated Press, November 18, 2004
Scientists in 17 countries will scout waterways to locate
and study the world's largest freshwater fish species,
many of which are declining in numbers, hoping 
to learn how to better protect them. The Scientists 
will look for creatures such as the Mekong giant 
catfish, goliath catfish, giant stingrays, razor-toothed
gars, massive carps, caviar-producing sturgeon 
and predatory salmon -- which can all weigh more than
200 pounds and grow to six feet or longer, the World
Wildlife Fund said.  The animals are "unique" and
"disappearing fast," said Dr Zeb Hogan, who will lead
the project funded by WWF and the National
Geographic Society. Hogan, who researches the
Mekong giant catfish in Cambodia, said scientists will
tag fish to track their movements in hopes of better
understanding their migration paths and why they're
dying off.
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