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WATER BIRD

CONSERVATION=—

A success story in Prek Toal core area

There has been - and continues to
be - much written about the Tonle
Sap Great Lake. It began more than
a decade ago with one or two articles
raising people’s attention of the
importance of the lake. Nowadays,
it's commonplace 1o find coverage in
regional travel magazines, television/
radio programs, and international
newspapers.

For the most part these stories are
announcing the unique features of
the lake, or highlighting social and
environmental challenges. What are
conspicuous by their absence are
stories with hard data on whar has
actually been achieved on the lake by
the myriad of social, developmental
and environmental projects. Until
now.

One particular project is now able to
show — using more than four years
of comparable data - results worth
writing about. In the Prek Toal
Wildlife Sanctuary, one of the three
core areas of the Tonle Sap Biosphere

Reserve and also a major Fishing
Lot, Cambodia can boast South East
Asia’s most dramatic wildlife recovery
success story.

Table 1. Provides just one example
of why Prek Toal now has global

standing in conservation.

Prek Toal also now contains South
East Asia’s largest colonies of seven
Globally Threatened or Near
Threatened large waterbirds,

o

$.0.0.% AIB'L‘:C_I

Code:

Date:

A detailed monitoring program is
able to confidentdy show upwards
trends in many of these populations
and downward trend in destrucrive
activiries, providing clear evidence of
the success of the project over time.
This monitoring is essenrial not just
to say ‘we're succeeding’ but in being
able to adapt management interven-
tions to account for changes in
threats and the colonies themselves.

As with most conservation success
stories, the project has humble
beginnings. Surveys in 1994 first
identified Prek Toal as a site of
importance for large waterbirds,

but also warned that uncontrolled
egg collection was threatening the
complete extermination of these
endangered species. Further visits
determined that immediate action
had to be taken; that a multi-year
project development period would
come too late. So, with small-scale
support of the Wildlife Conservation
Society (WCS) a handful of dedicar-
ed national and international conser-
vationists set out to find ways to save
the colonies. Five years later, Prek
Toal now boasts the region’s most
important site for large waterbirds,
with recoveries of a host of Globally
Threatened species. This is even more
remarkable for the fact that this is in
a region where decline and extinction
are the dominant trends.

Aside from the obvious success of the
wildlife recoveries, there are two other
reasons to take note of this project:

it was and still is run on a very small
budget, and it has demonstrably
contributed to improving local
livelihoods in Prek Toal. In 1999,

Table 1. The table shows the population
increase of the Oriental Darter over four
years. Prek Toal now contains the world's
largest single colony of the species.
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