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his guide covers all 34 species of freshwater,
temestrial, and marine turtles known o ocowr
within the political borders (or coastsh of the
countries of Thailand, Laos, Vietnam, and Cambodia
The guide was wrinen with three main goals in mingd

1. To introdusce the diversity, habits, and conservation
significance of the turtles of the region to the
people of Thailand, Laos, Vietnam and Cambodia,

2. To aid in sdentifying these species using photo
oraphs and lists of key features of each.

3, To prowide a standardized national name for each
species i all four countries. A standardized
national narme is-needed because scientific names
are difficult to read, especially by many peophs in
those cowntnies that do not use the Roman alpha
et For thes reason, scentific names are often not
used in wildiife laws in those countries. However,
using local names of species in wildlife laws can
bbe problematic becawse bocal names wary from
ore area 1o the neat, and so a listed species may

not be afforded protection because that local
name is not recognized. Thenefore, standardized
national names provided in the guide can here be
linked with scentific names, photographs, and
key features of each species.

The guide was written mainly for national conservation
workers. and officials in the region who ane
conducting biological surveys, managing protected
apas, and writing or enforcing laws on harvest,
domestic trade, and nfemational trade of wildiie
English text has been incuded for the international
consenvaton workers who are assisting nationals in the
ahove activities, The guide was not written for the
professional biologst, and so techmical jargon
and details on the biology of these species are not
preserted here. Such mformation can be fownd in the

books suggested for further meading at the end
of the guide

Thiss gusde comes at an urgent time. Turtles are one

of the most threatened groups of wikdlife in
Southeast Asia as a result of intensse collecting by

b
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people for food and traditional medicine. Previously,
people wsually collected turthes only for food or local
trade. However, many species ane now very valuable
in the food and traditional medscing trade in China
and elsewhere, and so command high prices from
wildlifie traders looking fo bay turtles in Southeast
Asia. These high prices provide people with great
incentive to collect as many turtles as they can find,
and then sell them 1o traders. Because of this recent,
large increase in harvest levek, many populations
in the region have greatly dedined or even disap-
peared. Turtles and other long-lived animals are

particularty susceptibbe to hunting pressure by
humans because young turtles already suffer heavy
rates of mortality from natwal predatoss. and
becawse most of the speckes grow showdy and cannat
reproduce until they are at least several years of age
Thus, those turtles that do survive o reproducing age
are extremely important for ensuring the sundval of
the population, and collecting them for sale into the
wildlife trade can quickly destroy a population. This
trade urgently needs regulation belore the turtes of
Southeast Asia ane lost forever,
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Conventions

Scientific Name refers to the mest widely
accepted scentific name at the time of writing
Subspecies are not included {except m the case of
the non-natwe Trachemys scripta elegans), as
complete studies have not been conducted on the
variation m most of the species in the region.,

Synonym mfers to outdated scientific names that
may siill be encountered n the teratune of in legal
protecticn regulations. The name given under the
prewious  heading  Scentific  Mame 8 more
appropriaie for use.

English Name refers to the most widely
sccepted English name at the time of writing,
although there are many others in use.

National Names refer to standardized Thal,
Lap, Viemamese and Khmer namaes of sach
species, and phonetic English translations of each
It is recognized that many local names exist for
each species; however here a name was selected,

and in some cases created, by the awthors 1o be a
standardized national name, for the reasons stated in
goal #3 of the guide (see Introduction),

Distinguishing Features refers both 1o
charactenstics that describe the species and to those
that best distinguish it from other turtles in the
region. For tortoises and freshwater turtles, carapace
length ©s measured in a straight-line distance, and
inchudes any spines of other projections (Figure 1), For
adult marine turtles, carapace length & measured over
the curve slong the middle of the carapace (Foure 2).

Known Range in Region refers 1o the species’
distribution  in  Thailand, Laos, \ietnam, and
Cambodia (Figure 3). These ranges were complled
from a varety of lrerature sources and from
unpublished field records of the authors. An area
divigion enciosed in [brackets] means the species
has not yet been recorded from that division, but
probably ocours there

k5 2
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Known Range Elsewhere refers 10
countries other than Thailand, Laos, Vietnam, and
Cambodia in which the species is known to occur

Habitat briefly states whather the species is
aquatic, terrestrial, or both, and the type of water
body or fonest in which the species is known 1o lve.

Diet has been included for those needing to
maintain turtles temporarily in captivity, such as
after confiscation from wildlife traders.

Legal Protection reports (f the species is listad
In CITES Appendix | or Il (Conwention on
International Trade of Endangered Speces of Flora
and Fauna), Wild Ammals Reservation and
Prodection Act B.E. 2535 of Thadand, of Vietnam
Decree 18 legislation (Table 1)

Conservation Status reports if the speces &
listed in the 1996 1UCM Red List, Thadand Red List,
At Risk i Laos categonies, of Vietriarm Fed List (Table 2).
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